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FLwina TO ALFRED. © 


F OUR ſatisfaction and mine, my Al- 
fred, are mutual. I feel all that 
true, that genuine happineſs, which you 
| faid would inevitably be the reſult of act- 
ing vprightly: I feel it in its utmoſt 
ſenſe. My father and mother have 
bound me to them by ſtronger ties than 
even filial obedience; by the Ederen love 
and affection ! | | 
| Vo. HL B May 
5 Fri | , 
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wn. your excellent mother have the 


SE „„ 


amiable ſon made perfect here on earth! 
I know her happineſs could rife no higher 
than by reflecting on his. I hope this 
uncle of yours is not quite a ſtranger to 
your blood, and that, with the whole of 
your fortune, he poſſeſſes a portion of the 
worth you derive from your father. 
Beſides, I think it is only his intereſt 
that you want, and that will not coſt 
him much. I ſhould hope, that what lit- 
tle our family has will be exerted in your 
favour. I know, my 1 if he choſe 
it, could aſk Lord N „ and has ſome 
title to expect a compliance: perhaps my 
father may prevail on him. But indeed, | 

Alfred, I am ſo very happy at preſent, that 


I can aig, moſt patiently, convinced that 


J may even to my life's end cheriſh the 
image of the moſt amiable of men by my 
father's indulgence. Am I not the 
happieſt of the happy? 48 


I am 


— i — 
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I am einen} _ for "the miſappre- 


henſion of Mrs. M- „and will write 
this day to apologize to bir, and, if poſſible, 
regain her eſteem, for I ſhould be hurt 
very much to loſe it, I ſhall ever regard 
her, if for no other cauſe than that at her 
houſe I firſt became acquainted with you. 
1 almoſt think ſhe is offended, becauſe ſhe 
thinks her great ſagacity will be called in 
queſtion, which ſhe does not a little pique 
herſelf upon. But I ſhall labour to make 
my peace, and doubt not of ſucceſs.” 1 
told my mother, who really ſaw the pro- 
priety of not encumbering her with a 
ſecret. She commended the conduct of 
both, yours particularly, as ſhe ſays few 
men poſſeſs ſuch delicacy as to conſider 
how much they diſtreſs and confuſe a 
young woman, to whom they are attached; 
by drawing the whole attention of the 
company upon her, in conſequence of a 
too particular fondneſs. - 


I did not tell her how often you have 
| B2 fright- 


E nE SCHOOL 


frightened me, when I have detected y you 
looking on me ſo intenſely— Vet, I be- 
lieve, very few, if any: noticed your: deux 
yeux. 


We are going this evening to the play; 
my mother wiſhed me to accompany I ſa- 
bella, and the reſt: of the bridal folk ; but 
I have no great gout for the ſervice. I ſhall 
not be very much entertained, either by the 
performance, or the company I go with. 
How much rather had 1 fit at home read- 
ing old letters, or, writing new ones, or 
even * meditating! on my laſt night's vi- 
4 fe; which I ſend you to interpret. 


4 ie 1 was. 's wandering about fs 
| firange place all alone, nor did I know 
where I was going. At laſt I ſaw a 
| houſe, the fide of which ſeemed open, or, 
to expreſs myſelf more properly, it was the 
ſection of a room; and at a diſtance from 
me was a bed, in which your mother was 
fitting vpright She beckoned to me, and : 

I 2 I ſtrove 
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I trove to get to her, but met with no- 
thing but frightful precipices and deep pits, 
which I was near falling into. After mak 


ing many fruitleſs efforts, I efpied my ſiſter 
Matilda, who came up to me, and reach- 
ing out her hand, led me by another path, 
which I had not diſcovered, into a beauti- 
ful garden, from whence 1 had ſtill the 
ſame view of your mother; but now ſaw 
a broad flight of ſteps which reached to her 

chamber—l afcended theſe ſteps, and. was 
received by your mother with a ſweet 
ſmile, who taking my hand obliged me to 
ſit down by her. What became of my 
ſiſter I know not; but preſently I found 
myſelf ſeated at table with a large com- 
pany—You was next me, and your con- 
verſation was uncommonly ſprightly, as was 
that of the whole party. You ſaid, ſpeak- 


ing of the impropriety of ſome people's 3 


pronunciation, you had heard of a lady 
who declared her fondneſs for reading, and 
that her favourite books were Pope's Eyclids 
and Oddities; on which another immedi- 
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ately aſked her if ſhe did not Manie admire 
Demoſthenes' Felicities The idea ſet us 


all a laughing to ſuch a degree, that ] 
awakened by my « own x yociferation. | 


"New 56 Joſeph enough to explain this 


droll dream? For my part I can ſee no- 


thing it portends—only remember it was to 
your mother's bed, and not yours my 


ſiſter conducted me. 


But I muſt not be fooling away my time 


in ſeribbling to you. If I do I ſhall not 


0 e n for the ſide box. 
of 1 4 

1 500 "Op W opportunity of ſend- 
ing you a piece of bride-cake to put under 
your head, that you may dream of your 


beloved. Mr. G fets off for the circuit 


next week; and when he has helped to 
fave or condemn a few poor fellow crea- 


tures, he will haſten to celebrate his nup- 
tals with his dear Iſabella. Her poor 
elger filter muſt dance barefoot ; poor girl! 


yigrs 1 5 | | the 


the is much to be pitied, conſidering all 
1 things Don't you think fo, Alfred? 


Indeed now I muſt go, for Jenny is 
come to dreſs my hair. So hon jour, et bon 
feir auſſi, for 1 ſhall not have time to add 

to this. Adieu—yours moſt BOP for ever 
and ever. Amen. | 


ELWINA. 


SETTER 


lose ro Manta. 
1 E. ſun, my FR: Maria, is rather 
1 overcaſt, which lately ſhone ſo bright 
in the hemiſphere « of your friend Elwina. 
However, 1 think my father will never be 
: influenced t to fallify his word, and, indeed, 
ſhould. he diſcover ſo much frailty, the 
| breach 1 in him cannot juſtify a ſimilar con- 
B 4 duct 
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duct in me, and, therefore,, I am much 
eaſter in that point than I otherwife ſhould 


be. But J have loſt the ſlender hold I had 
in my brother's love, I ſee very. plainly. 
He has taken it very ill of my father that 
he ſhould be ſo indulgent to a ridiculous 


attachment of a fiily girl to a beggar : 


« For his part, he foreſaw nothing but po- 
« verty and ruin in the proſpect, and he 
« ſhould never encourage diſobedience 
« and folly, by affording any maintenance 
to me, if I was reduced to ever ſo great. 

cc exigencies.” | My father did aſſume 


courage enough to tell him, “ That I had 
| wa promiſed, and he knew he could rely on 


« my word, I would never mazry Alfred 
cc without hisconſent; and that Alfred himſelf 
cc had vowed never to receive my hand bur 
5e as the gift of my father. This mode - 
rated his rage a little, as he founded upon 
that aſſurance a hope of ee on my 
father to withhold his conſent for ever, as 


81 0. 


no time is ſtipulated for our union; and 


notwithſtanding his diſlike of. the. beggar, 
he 
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| he knows him to be a man of too nice 


monds Mr. G- 


principles not to adhere to his engage- 
ments. This fine ſcheme I ſhould not 
have known but for Iſabella; and I believe 
ſhe let it eſcape her quite by chance too. 


She had ſhewn me ſome very fine dia- 
- had preſented ber with, 
conſiſting of a pair of dreſſed ear- rings, and 
three large ſtars for the head. 1 admired 
them, and congratulated her on her good 


fortune I am ſure without the ſmalleſt 


E208 Thomas K 


* 


degree of envy, as you well know. 


6 You might have had much finer; 
ſaid ſhe, „ if 1 7585 had not ns Sir 


« Poſſibly ſo,” I anſwered * but when- 


ever | marry I ſhall look more to the 


« man than the diamonds.” 


4 Ves, Love and a Cottage is. a. pretty 


motto, and living on air, as my brother 


Bg « ſays, 
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4c fays; pleaſant diet, if repentance is not 
cc too ſour a fauce to it.” 
ee Really, my brother is quite a wit. I 
« onder he has not made a longer ſpeech 
ee in the houſe than yea or nay. I think he 
ec would be as good an orator ſoon as Mr. 
er Burke. But I fancy when he enters the 
t pale of matrimony, he will think of lit- 
les tle elſe than the aggtandizement of his 
ic family; love will have a imall ſhare 
«c in the gave.” | 


« Love,” ſhe faid, © was a very pretty 
ce jnoredient, when directed by prudence.” 
gr FF 


** - + * 


„But there would have been neither 
ce one or the other, T{abella, in a marriage 
ce With Sir Thomas. Love him I could 

% not; nor would it have been prudent to 
« marry a man of ſuch libertine principles, 

e who, perhaps, would but part with his 

. miltreſs the ay before he married. 1 
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« Indeed, Elwina, your notions are: fo 
ce extremely delicate,” and ſne drawled out 
the four laſt words, * that in all probabi- 
« lity you will be forced to add to the ſiſter- 
« hood of old maids. Though 1 * 
cc n is E 


2 Such as he 3 Jreplied, « my father 
c has allowed me to hope one day I ſhall 
« be better able to Judge of his merit.” 


ce Aye, my brother ſays, that was a 
« very wiſe ſtep indeed of him, and fully . 
ec proves he is in his dotage.” - 


I felt my colour riſe at this undutiſul re- 
flection from a ſon fo highly favoured, to the © 
prejudice of the reſt of the family. I was 
ſorry afterwards, but 1 could not help ſay⸗ 
ing with a degree of acrimony, <* Though 
eit hardly becomes me to repeat the diſ- 
0 reſpectful words of my brother, yet I 
et muſt ſay the only inſtance of dotage in 


6 my father, was that of making a golden. 
5. 6 = 


— 1 
414 


12 T H E SC. HO * L 
ec calf, and expecting ny one ſhould 
& e worſhip 1 it as he did. ear 


of Oh brave, my witty alter! Why, my 
ee dear, when you die we ſhall have the 
< bookſellers quarrelling for the firſt copy 
tc of your bons mots. I ſwear I never heard 
« any thing half ſo clever and metaphori- 
cal as the golden calf.” 


As I have already ſaid, I was ſorry my 
indignation ſhould have thus vented itſelf, 
and I ſhall have cauſe to be more ſo I dare 
ſay, for Iſabella took the ficſt opport unity: 
of repeating my ſpeech to my brother ; 
which 1 was ſoon convinced of, for this 
night after ſupper I made ſome remark, 
which Mr. G noticed as a good thing: 

a gentleman preſent ſaid, © I have heard 
nothing elſe bye good things from her all 
the evening.” 


40 Oh, no, cried my brother, with a 
jeering , « like Hudibras, 


t — | | 5 40 — ſhe 
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4 — ſhe cannot ope. _ 
« Her mouth, | but RPE flies a trope. 


« You cannot. imagine * very ſmart 
« ſhe is ſometimes, and Iſabella ſays ſhe 
ee deals largely in metaphor.” 


« Iſabella miſtakes truth for metaphor 
cc ſometimes, brother; but even truth 
e ſhould not be ſpoken at all times.” 


It is plain from this, my dear Maria, 
] ſhall have ſomething more to combat 
than merely waiting. But all this I keep 
to myſelf, truſting in the natural, or rather 
acquired politeneſs of the gentleman of the 
family, for Alfred's being treated with de- 
cency at leaſt whenever he comes. 


My brother can ſmile and bow, and bow 
and ſmile, at the ſame time that he wiſhes 
you a hundred miles off. He is quite a 
courtier in the moſt emphatic ſenſe of 
the word. Alfred does not quite read his 

1 character 
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character at preſent; and 1 hope he will 
never have occaſion to be guarded againſt 
it. Nothing but the apprehenſion of his 
ſuffering danger from the pride and male vo- 
tence of his diſpoſition, ſhall ever urge me 
to diſcloſe it, even to the man I love bet- 
«ter than myſelf, But Clodio muſt think 
me a ſtock or a ſtone, not to be a little 
moved when I hear him fay, with that ſu- 
percilious air you are fo well acquainted 
with: „ What, he again! he lives here, I 
ce think. = | 
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And, indeed, he never comes more than 
once a week, and very often then only 
ſtays an hour or two. He has parted with 
his ſweet horſe — I was really much hurt at 
it on ſeveral accounts. He now always 
walks to town and back again, which 
mn me, both from his being fatigued, 
T1; 4 0 and | 
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and that I have leſs of his company, 
as more time is taken up in coming 
and going on foot than on horſe- back. 
Another reaſon is, that I know the poor 
creature will not have ſo good a maſter, 
How would he follow him with his eyes, 
and turn his head at the ſound of his voice! 
1] do believe the animal would know him 
at any diſtance of time. He aſſures me the 
gentleman to whom he ſold him will be 
very careful, and ſuffer no one to ride him 
but himſelf ; and added, if he could not 
rely on his being well uſed, he would have 
ſhot him before he would have parted 
with him. But I cannot help thinking he 
had a particular affection for my dear Al. 
fred, and it was really mutual. 


My Welter feel not be ſo much di 
| pleaſed, for he very ſeldom 'meets him; 
a circumſtance I never fail to rejoice at. 
T am fore their minds are not congenial. 
This morning Clodio came home from the 
Heut while we were at breakfaſt, took a 
3 1-Yy 1 baſon 
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baſon of tea, and went to bed roſe at five, 
and went down to the houſe about ſix, to 


oy tha night there as uſual. As Garrick 
ſaid, 


My country calls, and 2— ds I'll do my beſt. 
8 it is all for the good of our country 
—but what domeſtic men do theſe make ? 
Oh, defend me from ſuch a huſband ; yet 
ſuch a one 1 ſhould have had in Sir Tho- 
mas K——;, who is obliged ſtil more than 
my brother ro ſupport the miniſter. 


Me entertain ſome hopes of Mr. Har- 
ley (Alfred's uncle) being able to do 
ſomething, willing 1 ſhould ſay ; he has 
the power, if he has the inclination like- | 
wiſe. But alas, theſe two principles ſel- 
dom are united, 

Adieu, my deareſt 88 accept my 
tendereſt love and good wiſhes. I am ever 
th i 
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Ir 
ELwiN A To MARIA. 


E are ſurrounded with all the para- 
phernalia for my ſiſter's approaching 
nuptials; and in order to make me keep 
tolerable pace with the bride in point of 
appearance, my dear father has preſented 
me with an hundred pound bank note. 
How happy Jam he has done ſo! Rather 
than lay out the ſum in any article of 
finery, I ſhall not break it, having caſh 
enough by me for any little ſupernumerary - 
ornaments I may want; and ſhall lay the 
note up carefully to purchaſe ſome furni- 
ture by and by. You cannot thing how 
notable I am grown—l am working a car- 
pet, and have planned chairs to anſwer it. 


Oh, at the rate I go on, I ſhall half fur- 
| niſn 
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niſh my houſe by Chriſtmas, and in an 
elegant ſtyle too, I aſſure you, 


1 never was extravagant, bur I ſhall now- 
begin to abridge myſelf of many unneceſ- 
ſary articles, to add to the fund. In my 
_ mind's eye, I have arranged my houſe- 
hold, and, oh, how delighted have I been, 
till J awakened from my vifonary employ- 
ment ! I fear ſometimes I am only erect- 
ing caſtles in the air, to be blown down 
with a breath; yet the buſineſs affords me 
much pleaſure too, and makes my work 
go cheerly on, when I anticipate the hours 
of happineſs I may enjoy 7e-2-72te with | 
my amiable Alfred ſeated on this ſame car · 
nd It is 9895 my W 1 amuſe mpicts 5 
Pop Seu) 
And ſtrive what yet remains „ behind. 
<< 0e loit ting time to cheat. 
Which ſurely, is not illaudable, as by ſuch 
means 1 n recovered much of my 
| | FIvaCUTs 
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vivacity, which you feared I Was! in danger 
of loſing. 


| Hearbily glad ſhall I be when our folks 
are married, as then I ſhall be miſtreſs of 
more time, and, conſequently, can devote 
whole days to my new employment; for 
now there is nothing but gadding abroad, 
and to public places that its ſuits me nor. 
But when Iſabella has got other compa» 
nions, I ſhall bid adieu to the play, the 
opera, Almack's, and a long et cetera of 
public amuſements; by which I ſhall lay in 
a ſtock of health, and ſave my money, 
two very W een for 855 wel 
doing. N 


Health, peace, end competence, 


How comprehenſive! My dear Maria, T 
am convinced you wiſh them in their full 
extent DIR EP Gene 


821 


—— — ——— — — —— — — — < — — — — — 2 — = —— . — —— — 1 —ů————ů———— f ——ä— 2 Ir 
n pa — + * — 2 as. "uy vi py i (- 2 md » - 225 Ray — 5 0 N. - 
8 9 8 2 * 3 " 0 = *% - 5 4 T . wh bY L 25 2 . 2 £2408" 4 
— * — — CaG 2 * 5 MEARS Fs. op ; EO 0 ASIA. 5 


— 
—— — i: - « '': 


T n R MES Eo ae EEC va el ee S ; e. r 
— BY —.— — -2 —.— ; — — SEL ny nn ann I GT INIT — — 1 
4 — — — — wrong r — — . 4 — 0 - om hs Oy 

— ITT. ＋ RE —U— ——• bFä— — qty,” - 


54 DRY AY - 3 
— 


— —L) ä 


- - 
— PA ůͤ on 
3 
— — 2 
Mae IF. 


=»  TEHESCHoOo.. 


I. E TT E R Mu. 


ELWINA To MARIA. 


AxrRE bd told me the other day he 


A ſaw a moſt extraordinary advertiſe- 


ment in a morning paper to this purport : 
That any gentleman having three thou- 


cc ſand pounds to ſpare, had now a good 
ce opportunity of improving it to ſix times 
« as much. The money might remain 


« with their own banker till the affair 


6c ſhould be concluded—None but prin- 


e cipals would be treated with;” with 
the uſual aſſurance of ſecrecy, &c. and 


concluded with where any one deſirous of 
further information might apply. As the 
ſum, to uſe the words of poor General 


B——, was within the ſcale of his 


ec talent, | and naturally ſuppoſing it was 
intended 


— 
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intended for a douceur for the appointment 
of ſome lucrative place, Alfred was de- 
termined to make ſome further inquiry 
about it. He went to the rendezvous, and 
there ſaw a grave- looking old gentleman, 
who ſeemed quite pleaſed at being addreſ- 
ſed by a perſon of Alfred's appearance. 
Of courſe they ſoon entered on buſineſs, 
and which the advertiſer doubted not 
would be agreeable to all parties, and 
ſpeedily accompliſhed. On Alfred's re- 
queſting to be more particularly inſtructed 
in the nature of the ſubject they met upon, 
the old man ſaid, *I preſume, Sir, you 
7 underſtand there is a lady in the caſe ?” 
| Alfred declared it was immaterial to him 
with whom he was to negociate ; the mo- 
ney was now ready, and ſhould be tranſ- 
ferred in three hours if it was wanted, 


« You ſeem a very pretty young gentle- 
% man,” replied the other, and my em- 


« ployer will be very happy t to 4 of 
< his charge ſo well.“ 


In 
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= THE SCHODL: 

In ſhort, Alfred ſoon diſcovered, that 
by bribing a guardian he might marry a 
young girl of ſeventeen with twenty thou- 
ſand pounds. He aſſured the agent that a 
compliance of that fort was out of his 
power, he having no thoughts of matri- 
mony 1n ſuch a line; therefore, there was 
an end of the treaty. He came immediately 
to me, heartilydiſappointed, and equally 
enraged againſt the villainy of ſuch a guar- 
dian. I urged him to make ſome farther in- 


quiry into this iniquitous tranſaction; and as 


he ſtaid all night in town, he went the next 
morning, where he was informed the agent 
had completed his buſineſs, having met 


with a gentleman, not an hour after he 
had left him, who had accepted the offer 
with joy. How happy ſhould I have been 


could this infamous principal have receiv- 
ed ſome puniſhment, or even detection! 
Well, I believe they will marry Alfred 


' amongſt them ſome how or other, or at 
leaft he is to have no preferment without 


matrimony being the ſauce to it. At laſt his 
1 5 dear 
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dear mother has had a letter « from her 
cc very affectionate brother-in-law,” as he 
 figns himſelf. He tells her he has it in his 


power to advance the fortune of his nephew, 
in a way he hopes the young man'can- 
not obje& to : and then proceeds to de- 
ſcribe a lady, who will have an immenſe 
fortune, and who has great poſſeſſions al- 
ready, From the ſtyle of the letter 1 
immediately faw through it, and at my 
requeſt Alfred wrote an anſwer rather in- 
clining to acquieſcence, and it proves as I 
thought. The lady wants to be married 
in great haſte; Jet, as an old author ſays, 
ße ſhould have a child for her cradle, before 
ſhe has an buſband for her bed. Here is a 
| provident uncle for you! Indeed he knows 
not Alfred, and, perhaps, thinks his ſoul 
as baſe as his own. The lady is the 
daughter of a baronet; we all knew what 
ſhe was as ſoon as her name was mention- 
ed. This is not the firſt accident ſhe has 
met with in conſequence of an illicit i in- 
trigue with a near relation. | 


To 


24 - THE SCHOOL 


To a man of Alfred's principles, ſtarv- 
ing, or the worſt of deaths, would be pre- 
ferable to even accepting : an independence 
from one who has dared to think ſo meanly of 
him. He has written him a letter, of which 
I took a copy, and will one day ſhew it to 
you. If the wretch has not the moſt cal- 
lous heart in the world, I think it will 
ſting kim through, and through. -So that 
| hold has given way; and now we muſt 
look out for ſome other, whereby to hang 


; 
1 


our hopes on for a little while, to prove, 

1 fear, that the offspring of 0 is diſap- 
=4 pointment. 

+ 


L am ſorry to ſee theſe repeated perverſe 
4 circumſtances have an alarming effect on 
1 Mrs. Harley. She is equally ſanguine 
with her ſon, but ſhe bears not the fruſtra- 
tion of her hopes with the philoſophy ſhe 
uſed to do at a much earlier age. Her 
mind loſes daily much of that elaſtic tone 
and firmneſs, which makes us naturally 


' ſpring forward to ſome future hope and 
expec- 
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expectation. Heaven prolong herlife, and 
add to ĩts comforts as the likelieſt means: ſhe 
declares ſhe wiſhes for life more than ever, 
as on that circumſtance depends now more 
than half Alfred's income. At her death 
he will have nothing but his poor three 
thouſand pounds, which he was ſo Eager 
to 1 out to Sood advantage lately. 

I think of this unfortunate ſacrifice to 
the villainy of her guardian with a con- 
ſtant concern. I tell Alfred I fancy his 
uncle muſt be the man, I ſhould be hap- 
py to know there were not two ſuch cha- 
b in the world. 


| Had my Alfred been FTA he 
might have purſued the buſineſs, and ex- 
tricated the poor damſel from the baſe 
| hands'of worſe' than a giant, who has kept 
her in thrall; only to deliver her to, per- 
haps, : a worſe wretch than himſelf.” I ſhall 
ever regret not ſearching into the buſineſs 
directly; but my Alfred finding his hopes 
oy. III. C over- 
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overſet, thought at that moment of no- 

thing but communicating his diſappoint. 
ment to one who was ſo much intereſted 
in his ſucceſs, _ 


| There is another thing too, which you 
will allow ſufficient to make me uneaſy, 1 
ſee Alfred chagrined at being thus con- 
fined to a life of idleneſs, without any purſuit; 
yet he carries it off with as much hilarity 
as poſſible, to ſave his mother from feel- 
ing anguiſh, But it is deplorable for a 
man juſt turned of twenty-four to be con- 
demned to vegetate in a little village, and 
perhaps be called an idle young fellow, 
who might do ſomething for his living. 


— — - 
——— re oye wer en 4C—— a re GG rb en I < * 
— 


That idea. of every one's being able 7 
do ſomething is very prevalent, and eaſily. 
adopted; but the greateſt difficulty is be- 
ing able to find ſomething to do. A man 
who can dig, or is not aſhamed to beg, may 
ſometimes find employment for both his 


* talents 3 but. a man trained up, and edu- 
„ He coated 
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cated as Alfred has been, cannot ſo readily 
find a ſuitable eſtabliſhment. He had the 
other day an offer of going abroad with 
twd young men, the ſons of Lord 
as their travelling tutor. But what a life 
is that!—The real bear- leader is a much 
happier (and as tutors are looked on in 
general, a much more reſpectable) being, 
if he has a taſte for the noble ſciences ol 
muſic and dancing. Ne, I would nov 
conſent to that expedient of being kept 
from ſtarving ; nor would he, I am con- 
vinced. A maſt unthank ful office indeed, 

and rewarded (moſt commonly as it de- 
ſerves) with neglect, if not b 


All my wa is, tank e 
to look over, and ſomething may ſtart to- 
marrow, if we are out of luck to-day, So 
c Courage, mes filles!” © The world is ali 
ce before us, where to chooſe,” and we may 
pick here and there; no danger of not 
finding ſome herb to keep us from quite 


E | 
C2 A 
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A quiet cottage, with an income that 
would allow us ſomething to ſpare to the 
ſtill more indigent than ourſelves, would, 
with Alfred, be all my unaſpiring heart 
could wiſh for. Elegant retirement and 
« poetic eaſe,” is ſung forth by all the 
lovers of the muſes. In ſuch a ſituation, 
T have no idea of being tired or dull, We 
| each of us have had an education that 
would furniſh out a fund of employment 
for our hands and heads. Muſic, draw- 
ing, reading, working—Oh, we ſhould 
never be tired—never find the day too 
long. I do not ſay I ſhould be happy to 
ſip nothing elſe than the clear bubbling 
brock, which echoed to our vows of love 
and conſtancy; or that the herbs of the 
field, over which we *< tripped with light 
e. fantaſtic toe,” or the berries of the 

. hedges, would be ſufficient food; the arch 
of heaven our canopy, and the fragrant 

earth our bed. This is too romantic, and I 
could never picture happineſs in the mad- 
deſt of my hours in ſuch “ a wilderneſs, 

8 | e 
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ee of woe.” Yet I do think love in a cot- 
tage, provided the cabin was convenient, 
with a plan of ceconomy, which I could 
eaſily reduce to practice, would be pro- 
ductive of the utmoſt felicity to two per- 
| ſons of a right turn of mind. I hate forms 
and ceremonies, and I ſee how heavily 
they fit on thoſe who are obliged to practiſe 
them. What a laviſh fatiguing life is 
that of a fine lady! half the day is ſpent 
in ſtriving to recruit for the exceſſes and 
extravagance of the other half; vapoured 
all the morning, and rioting all the night—is 
not this one of the worſt kinds of ſuicide 
killing ourſelves by inches? Oh, my 
dear Maria, your friend was never caft in 
ſuch a mould. I hate it. How readily 
would I fly from the contagion for ever to 
love and a cottage Adieu. wr] 
J am ever yours, 


ELWINA.._ 


* 


1 


1 I.. 
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LETTER IX, 
RT wia To ALFRED. 


UR dear Maria has ſuſtained a very 

heavy loſs in the death of Mrs, 
N—, her aunt, who reſided with her 
father and ſelf. Shewas an excellent wo- 
man, and much beloved by our amiable 
friend, whozſincerely laments her, in a let- 


ter I yeſterday received from her. What 


ſhe had been able to ſave from not a very 
liberal jointure, ſhe has left to Maria. 
But as ſhe pathetically ſays, . all the goods 
6+ that fortune had beſtowed on her, I had 
the free enjoyment of while it was hers, 
bo The)being|poſſefior of all ſhe could be- 
cc ſtow, i tbittered by the reflec- 
« tion that I have loſt her for ever—ſhe 
« was a kind benevolent friend, and a 
« ſweet companion to my dear father, 


d who has now only poor Maria to ſuſtain 
: © his infirm age. dy beloved aunt a fliſt- 


cc ed 
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« ed me cheerfully in the pleaſing taſk 


« of ſtriving to make an old man forger 
« his better days, and beguile the hours of 
_ «.jndigence with ſnules.“ 


Il feel moſt ſenſibly, my dear Alfred, 
the diſtreſs of Maria, and will certainly 
go to her ſoon as poſſible. Does. ſhe not 
deferve ſome ſacrifice, and am J not going 
to make her a great one ?—for I fear I ſhall 
miſs the happineſs of ſeeing you. Virtue 
is its um reward, it is. ſaid.;, but you 
might lend a helping hand towards doing 
| that. good office yourſelf. Can you not 
contrive to: come and ſympathize with your 
 Elvina, in the ſweet employment of dry- 
ing Maria's tears. And yet how can it 
be done without fatigue, and difficulty to 
your dear ſelf? No, I will not expect it— 
It would be too much. 


I think the character of Maria never 
riſes higher in my eſteem than when I con- 
. her ſupporting her ſpirits ſo 

C 4 | nobly, 
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nobly, and adminiſtering comforts to her 
beloved father, who by a too implicit faith 
in the honour of another, has totally 
ruined his child's proſpects. He was once 
poſſeſſed of an affluent fortune, and Maria 
his declared heir, having no other children. 
It is but a very few years ſince he was 
prevailed on to become bound for a de- 
ſigning wretch, who drew him in to ſet his 
name to papers, after having altered the 
bonds to a much larger ſum; by which 
he got great credit, and amaſſed a con- 
ſiderable fortune, for which he rewarded 


his friend's credulity, by abſconding to 


America, the place of his birth, and 
leaving him to the mercy of his incenſed 
creditors, who all came upon him at once, 
loudly demanding their dues from him. 
Half diſtracted at the diſcovery * of a vil- 
Jain he never once ſuſpected, he gave up 
the whole of his fortune to a ſet of rapa- 
cious harpies, who, after dividing and 
ſubdividing it as they thought fit, left him 


a bare ſubſiſtence, only an annuity-of three 
Nona + - hundred 
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hundred a year for his life, and at his 
death one hundred per ann. for Maria. 
It was a fatal precipitancy in the injured 
old gentleman to give up his fortune and 
effects: had he called his friends about 
him, ſome better meaſures would have 
been adopted, for it is much ſuſpected, 
even the principal creditors, and the real 
contractor of the «debts, divided the pil- 
lage of his fortune amongſt them. The 
conſequence was very dreadful, and for 
ſome time he was totally deprived: of his 
ſenſcs. My charming friend behaved like 
an angel on this trying occaſion, and Hea- 
ven gave her ſtrength to combat the hea- 
vieſt of afflictions, to ſoothe and comfort 
her father. She had been addreſſed A 
a young man of rank and fortune, 
whom ſhe was very much attached; ik 
the failure of her expectations from her 
father's loſſes, put an entire ſtop to the 
match, which had been in ſome degree of 
forwardnefs, The family of her lover 
. broke 


laſt outrage reſtored peace to her boſom at 
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broke it off in a manner, that left in her 
boſom no ether ſentiment than that of the 


utmoſt contempt. He endeavoured to 
palliate-the rude and illiberal conduct of 
his parents; and when ſhe aſſured him ſhe 


ſeparated him from them in her own idea, 
he availed himſelf of this tender confeſſion 
to ſtrive to draw her into an engagement 


injurious te her fame and honour. This 


once. A perfect indifference ſoon ſucceed- 
ed to an affection ſo ill- placed, and, I be- 
lieve, her heart has never ſince felt any 
1 but friendſhip. 


At laſt, after many months, her dear 


father r recovered the uſe of his ſenſes; but 
he continued ill a long time. A phyſician 


recommended the waters of Barege as 
the beſt reſtorative, and Mrs. N, then 
newly become A widow, joined her little 


ſtock to theirs, and they ſer off directly for 


thoſe . ſalubrious ſprings. They paſſed 
two ſe aſons there, by which 1 think he will 
live many years with comfort. . 


Mr 8. 
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Mrs. N has left two thouſand 
pounds to Maria, which, though not a 
great, is a comfortable addition to her 
little income. And ſhe has the generoſity 
to ſay ſhe ſhall take the earlieſt opportuni- 
ty of making her will in favour of me, 
and my children, if ever I ſhould have anyv- 


I ſhall tay with her but a few. days, as 
on Tueſday in Eaſter week Iſabella quits 
her father's houſe for a huſband's, and my 
company at the wedding could not be diſ- 
penſed with. However, I am not to go 
into the country with the new- married folks. 


My brothers accompany them, and Mr. 
8 oge” 8 _—_ | 


I hope Mrs. M— has convinced you: 
ſhe is appeaſed at laſt, and is as cordial as 
ever. I ſhovld think it particularly. well 
behaved in her, if ſhe would afk. me to 
ſpend a week or two at . before I go 
for the ſummer to H. But I muſt 
not look forward to that hope; as. 1 think. 

C. 6. | it 
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it very likely my father would object / to 
the propoſition, and perhaps it would not 
be right. Theſe are little trials, my amia- 
ble Alfred, we mult ſubmit patiently to, 
to fit us for the happineſs: we promiſe our- 
_ felves, in one day having it in our: power 
$0 paſs our lives together. Now and then 
a neceſſary acquieſcence to the will of 
others, not-intirely conformable with our 
inclinations, will make us eaſily bear the 
natural frailties of human nature, and be 
more indulgent to the little foibles a nearer 
Intimacy may diſcloſe to us in each other. 
« To bear, and forbear,” is not a bad 
| motto, and a uſeful leſſon may be learnt 
i from it. But, ©« the pleaſure of pleaſ- 
ing,“ is my favourite definition of a 
tender affection. May we never loſe the 
delight that beſtowing happineſs derives 
to the giver, and then I think we ſhall 
continue to pleaſe for our own ſakes, if 
we had not a more laudable motive. 
Adieu, my dear Alfred; IJ am moſt faith- 


fully your own 5 
r 


* 
* 
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© [Maria 90 not babe IP this zelle 
in | the colleion Meet to the public, 4 ſhe 


of her own beart, and the private eulogiun 
of her beloved friend. But the Jarcaſms 
thrown on her by the family of Elwina, made 
it neceſſary to do this Juſtice to ber charatter, 
both to clear it of the illiberdl odium, as wel] 


as to give every letter written by Elwina, as 
ſhe pledged berjelf to do.] 1 


LETTER UI. 


% £ F : 


hy Ar FRED TO ELWINA, 
AM determined not to leave poor 
virtue to the contingent chance of re- 
warding itſelf, when it is in my power to 
have the ſupreme happineſs of diſpenſing 
the reward. Mr. W — goes up to town 
on Wedneſday very early, on particular 
buſi- 


3 THE SCHOOL 


buſineſs ; and, ſtill better, has promiſed me 
a bed at his houſe in Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, 
I can be with my beloved Elwina by ten 
_ o'clock in the morning, and you may be 
ſure I ſhall not leave tlie village of H— 
till late in the evening; ſo that I ſhall 
have many charming hours with you, and 
our excellent friend Maria, to whom I 
offer my ſincere. regard, and ſympathy in- 
her griefs, which.it ſhall be my tender Care, 
joined to that of my loved. Elwina,. to 
| huſh into peace. Tell her how much I 
thank her for her kind proviſion for our 
progeny.. I muſt certainly come in for 
| my ſhare, Elwina, of your. children. But 
le echo the wiſh: of my dear future com- 
panion, and hope our Maria will live long 
enough to ſee our children's children pro- 
vided for. What a pleaſing addition to 
[ our little houſehold would be ſuch a friend 
2 Maria! Oh, when will that happy time 
| arrive—that period which my. foul even 
ackens for, when we ſhall indeed be “ all: 


C O. 


— — —— 


— — — 
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« to each other” in the moſt enlarged 
fenſe? What ſcenes ef endleſs delight do 
I frequently picture to myſelf when our 
union is madle perfect. Yer I do not ro- 
mantically think all our paths are to be 
ſtrewed with ever-blooming flowers. I 
allow for the little draw-backs, which will, 
in ſpite of the ſoft delirium, convince us 
we are the fon and daughter of Adam. 
But with you to ſweeten the common ills 
of life—Oh, how eaſily they may be 
borne !—T ſhall only feel for my Elwina, 
| leſt the taſk of ſuſtaining thoſe evils ſhould 
affect her too much. | 


And yet, my ſweeteſt friend, you ſhall 


= know all my weakneſs, —Though I ſeek not 


or wiſh for affluence I dread no ſtate but 
that of poverty. I can live without the 
ſuperfluitics of life; but there are ſome 
certain little enjoyments that I could nei- 
ther diſpenſe with in myſelf,. nor ſee you 
(who are much dearer to me than myſelf) 
deprived of, without the ſevereſt pangs, 
becauſe I n call them your birth- right. 

Tou 
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. You: have inow'a ſervant to yourſelf, a 
drag anda table of elegancies. We 
may ſay, a perſon i is quite happy without 
theſe externals, and indeed without the 
two laſts they may do better than to give 
up the firſt. But by what right do I draw 
you away from ſuch a ' ſtate, to place you 
in comparative indigence? That you 
would ſubmit to theſe abridgments, in order 
to make me bleſt, is a proof of your excel- 
lence ; but leaves that principle far behind, 
if not quite out of my character, ſhould 
I, to gratify my affection, expoſe you to 
all the conſequent difficulties of a too li- 
mited fortune. It is theſe reflections, my 
FElwina, that burſt upon my too lively | 
fancy, and tell me Jam ſeeking to injure 
her whom 1 love. Why have I not a 
kingdom to beſtow on my Elwina? Why 
am 1 deprived of the moſt exquiſite de- 
light, that of ſhewing to the world how 
dear ſhe is to me? Dear lovely Elwina; 
never was woman dearer to man than 
thou art to me! While this ſometimes fad 
heart beats,'it will be thine, and thine alone 
ver ALFRED. 
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LET TER wu. 


— 


ELWINA TO ALFRED. 


DENY your poſition, both major 
1 and minor, as the logicians ſay, I 
have not a ſervant intirely to myſelf, for 
ſhe dreſſes Iſabella as well as me. —F alſe- 
hood the firſt, —And that a ſeryant i in that | 
line is neceſſary to my happineſs, I deny 
with both hands; the very hands that 
dreſſed my hair, when I firſt became ac- 
quainted with a certain youthful ſceptic, 
who will not believe people can be happy 
without a thouſand ſilly parades. In my 
faultleſs form did you perceive any thing 
wanting? And when I ſhall have the hap- 
pineſs of dreſſing for the eyes of Alfred 
alone Oh, I ſhall adorn myſelf comme 
une ange] As to your table of delicacies, 
one would think you meant to affront my 
my for having lived in the city. I do 
| £10h8 ?. | aſſure 
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aſſure you, fir, he never was even a com- 
mon council-man. 


Whenever I marry, I hope to live in 
the country, and then I ſhall not want a 
coach---. an humble gig will content me, 
and I do think we might arrive at that 
piece of luxury, if we had Tome land to 
dur houſe, which would maintain our 
horſes; for I really have that kind of 
ambition about me, that 1 mould like ane 
out. nder in our. ſire, © | 


1 remember once ſeeing the fweeteſt 
little ſpot in the world, long before my ac- 
quaintance with you gave me a higher taſte 
xfor rural felicity; yet I could not pads it 
without feeling an extreme intereſt in it; 
nor could I quit it without ſaying, How 

N « happily would my life paſs with a man 
ec of ſimilar diſpoſition in this charming 
Lt retirement! Here I would place my 
« harpſichord; in that receſs, my ſimple 

4c ſinleboard; here my books ſhould find 
WM room, and thoſe whited walls I would 
AL ce adorn | 


« adorn with my drawings. Near this 
« purling ftream I would make an arbour 
« of woodbine and jeſſamine, ſtill more 
«« perfumed with the bluſhing roſe. Under 
« that ſpreading elm, when it ſuited me 
« to dine on cold meats, would I make 
« the repaſt, A neat garden ſhould ſup» 
« ply the fallad, and a cheering glaſs of 
% currant wine. I feel myſelf too much 
piqued now to tell you how often in thoſe 
filly hours, when even the moſt ſober fe- 
male wanders in the flowery fields of 
fancy, I have painted the rational realiza- 
tion of a ſcene of rural happineſs, which 
affected me with ſo much delight when not 
more than eighteen. But Alfred is made 
for the world; it is pity that the world is 
not made for-him. I ſhould, however, be a 
very unſuitable partner on the throne of the 
kingdom you wiſhed for, I fancy I ſhould 
be like the cat turned into the lady. Na- 

ture would ſoon diſcover itſelf. Alfred, 1 
will venture to ſay it, becauſe my reſolu- 


tion is now fixed, never to be yours till 
I | our 


our circumſtances may preclude every 
dreadful idea of poverty (which you know, 
like wealth, or even happineſs, is compara- 
tive), that I know of no ſituation which! 
would not embrace that would give me the 
chance of paſling my life with you, pro- 

vided. you had the ſame kind of affection 
for me, I feel I poſſeſs for you. But as 
for your royal doings, I give you leave to 
have as many wives and concubines as the 
great Solomon himſelf, with all ma * 
and ſoul; as for me, | 


4 1 would not queen ie” for the world, 

To be the wife of Alfred would be the 
delight, the happineſs of my life—plain 
Alfred—King/ Alfred muſtwoo another kind 
of mate. His pomp, his pageantry would 


: be difelaimed A ay many x5. 54h IN A. 


1 88 
hd 


F992 ** 
* 
- 


3 


" 2 'L E 1 WM E N LVL. 
\ ALFRED ro Exwina. 


1 AR DLV gave myſelf time W- 
| 1 read your letter with attention, ere I 


ſet 
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ſet off to lay myſelf, and recantation of 
my heretical errors, at your feet. I bribed 
one of the coachmen to let me drive his 
horſes (1 believe the paſſengers were ne- 
ver ſo well driven in their lives), ſo eager 

vas your Alfred (will you not allow me 
to uſe that expreſſion?) to prove to his 
ever dear Elwina that ſhe has conquered, 


\ 


I deſerved ſome puniſhment,” and I have 
had it; for when J arrived in Bedford- 
ſquare I found you had ſet out for H 
an hour before, Elwina was gone, and I 
felt I had no buſineſs there; and leaving 
a compliment for the family, I poſted 
away to the Bedford Arms Coffee-houſe, 
where I am writing and retracting all I 
ſald in my former letter. I will be with 
you on Wedneſday. The very forming 
the letters which compoſe that word, re- 
minds me of that dear Wedneſday, when 
my Elwina ſweetly pronounced forgiveneſs 
{to the preſumptuous Alfred. Ah, may 
| nor by penitent Alfred look” forward to 
4 7M repe- 
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a repetition of leniry | ? Let me in pity to 
my feelings have a letter from you; it 
may reach me on Tueſday at fartheſt. 
Doubt every thing but my love, my un- 


changeable love for my Elwina! I would 


have made the beſt of my way to H 


after you; but that I came from L—, 


without apprizing my mother of my in- 


tention ; and ſhe would have had a thou- 
ſand unquiet minutes, as I could not get 
back till late at night. 


Do not think your arrows: pierced leſs 


deep for being ornamented with flowers; 


L may truly adopt the lines of Prior to 


tem: x 


The 1 them with ſo much art 
Was but a barbarous ſkill; 

Twas like thepois'ning of a dart, 
Too apt before . N 


Ob, my ſweeteſt girl, has we = 
realize the ſcenes your elegant. fancy has 


drawn in ſuch bewitching colours! Thy 
Alfred 


nd and * ac 
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Alfred has not been behind-hand. It was 
his humility that dared not think he de- 
ſerved ſo great a ſacrifice. I vill abdicate 
my throne to live the life of love, of rea- 
ſon and philoſophy. with Elwina. In ſhort, 
any life ſhe chooſes, for without her there is 
no happineſs, no comfort, no.peace for her 
ever faithful and devoted | | 
LETTER LUX 
3 ELWINA TO ALFRED. 
N | O, Alfred, I am not a man that I 
L Y ould repent ; but a woman who. finds 
no difficulty in keeping the reſolution ſhe 
once has had the ſtrength to form, A | 
time may come when I may acknowledge | 
you are right; at preſent, I can only ſay,, 
you are ſuperior. to me in the article of 
prudence. I think I beat you a bars 
length in love ſtill; but of that hereafter. 
I ſhall not bluſh at finding myſelf outdone 
chere too The man ſhould always give 
the lead. | 
7 cid You 
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ever, a long time lince ; and 1 fill wen 
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Yon may come on Wedneſday 3 Maria 


will be your advocate. I would not oblige 


her to condemn you unheard, fo I brought 
your letter, not to plead your N but 


to juſtify my. condemnation. She is a 


good creature; 9 belides, to tell you the 
truth, it is rather in her own. ſtyle of co- 


louring; for 1 can ſhew you a letter from 


her that. was near breaking my heart, be- 


cauſe it awakened me too ſuddenly from 
one of thoſe pretty day dreams you found 
me ſo deeply engaged in : : that Was, how- 


. 


drea: _ on, | 


i 


_ Jour are << Peace af 3 . poor 


mad Tom, or you | would not have diſ- 
dained to have been driven to town, in- 
ſtead of taking the whip. I think you 
were very fortunate if you had not a ſhower, 
for it rained when I ſet off for H. 


1 mould be ſorry, your: health ſhould ſuf- 
fer for the errors of your mind, and hope 
you have not got a cold. I never wiſh 
you to feel thoſe kind of ſympathies with 


me. 
J 


F. ORC A HERS. 4 


I have been quite diſordered by that 


pe: univerſal nn am now 


getting better. 


x F* FP Nes 
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A ant lad chere is time enough to- 


ſettle our differences before we meet. 
Heaven knows that circumſtance happens 
ſo ſeldom, that we had nor need ſpend our 
time in quarrelling. So I forgive you, 
Alfred, though I own you muſt be very 
civil and obſervant, before I forget it; 
not that my wrath is mueh kindled againſt 
you neither; you on your fault, and are 
likely enough to be puniſhed for it: it 
was an error in judgment; and we are not 
viſe at all times. You ſee how ſententious 
you have made me. 8 | 


| But let us change this ſubject for a bet- 
ter, though not a more cheerful one my 
dear Maria, I found her full of affliction, 


and L united the tears of friendſhip with 


thoſe of duty. Mrs, N—'s death is much 
to be lamented; while ſhe lived, our 
TW.HE - D Maria, 
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Maria could, now and then, have, varied 
her life by little abſences from home; but 
now, I dare ſay, ſhe will never be prevailed 
on to leave her father. How happy then 


am J (fince, moſt likely, I ſhall have 


many years to reſide at H a ) that 


they have fixed their reſidence there: it is 


truly a moſt fortunate circumſtance in my 


favour. 


Maria requeſts me to give her love to 


you, and to aſſure you your company will be 


very acceptable to her. Her father unites 
in the ſame compliment. And now what 
ſhall I ſay? Nothing! « Nothing can 


* come of nothing,” as old Lear ſays. In 
ſhort, I can ſay no more than I have ſaid 
a thouſand times, that 


1 am yours, 


bj” | | LET- 
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L ET T 
ALFRED To Ex wINA. 


Tueſday. 


- HARDLY think my peace is yet 

made. Indeed, my Elwina, I fee 
| plainly you are inexorable. * But Maria. 
« is my advocate.” Kind Maria ! And | 


yet, I fear, though unintentionally, ſhe has 


irritated my charming judge againſt me, 


for if ſhe has laboured to prove me guilt- 


leſs, ſhe deprives you of that triumph of 
tenderneſs, extending mercy to a criminal. £; 
She ſhould rather, as I have done myſelf, 


throw me on the clemency of the court, 
and tell you I ſubmit to any puniſhment 


you can inflict ; any thing, but ſuch. 
ſevere reproofs as you couch in words, 


that take upon them the properties of 


D 2 | daggers. 
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1 Oh! my dear, may the con- 
teſt never be decided, which of us loves 
the other the beſt! And never will J diſ- 
turb a dream of my Elwina's again, till I 
can awaken her to real rapture and happi- 


neſs! MI 01 
Te o be ſure I could not feel your cruel 
meaning, when you congratulate, yourſelt, 
on Maria J living at H——, « where in 
«all likelihood you are deſtined to re- 
* main many years.” You did not mean 
to wound me to the ſoul in that ſentence. 
But I have offended, and muſt ſubmit to 
my lovely tyrant, and © kiſs the rod.” I 
hope you will allow me to kiſs the hand 
| which dealt the blow; that ear hand, 
that 1 70 once on Was, ſacred to Alfred. 


% 


9 


ö Tou will get this to night, and may 
my friencly genius viſit you in ce alry 
dreams,“ and plead the cauſe of love 
and Alfred ! No, indeed; fo ſeldom as we 
meet, we ought not to waſte the precious 
s hours 
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hours in wrangling, Heaven forbid we 
ſhould ever find that method neceſſary to 


fill up the time ! And yet this Kind of 


paper- cworł may not ſometimes be amils; 
at leaſt to thoſe cold-hearred lovers who 
want a degree of fanning to keep the flame 
alive, as reconciliation allows tender fa- 
miliarities that are ſo dear, and which 4 
woman of ſuch delicacy: as my Elwina 
knows ſo well to grant or deny, that the 
firſt will never. make. me preſume on her 


indulgence, or the laſt deſpair ſrom her 


tefuſals. Thus it is to act with pi opriety; ; 


in which none is better verfed than EI- 


wina; and notwithſtanding a little fancy 
ſtricture on poor pradenre, Who poſſeſſes a 
gteater Thare than Elwifna 2 May I nöt 


ſubſcribe your name thus to every ſocial 


and moral, poſitive and relative virtue? 
Yes, ſurely I might, and do you but bare 
Jaſtice. I would fay too, Hat no one can 


be better acquainted with the paſſion of 


love, and that no heart in the world is 
more actuateld BY that noble ſentiment. 


. = 
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But here, I ſhould ſpeak truth, though 
not all the truth, for my heart tells me, in 
its fond and tumultuous beatings, that un- 


der the article of love I muſt place the 
name of 


ALFRED. 
LETTER IX. 


EwinA 10 ALFRED. 


H E wedding. | is over. Yeſterday 
my ſiſter commenced the title of 


ben Oh ! may ſhe be happy ! It is 


truly an awful . ſacred ceremony. For 


the univerſe 1 would not give my hand 


to any other man than Alfred! How can 
any one approach the altar from princi- 
ples of avarice, pride, or any other mo- 
tive than love? How can they be inſenſi - 
ble of that charge, As ye ſhall anfever at 


the laſt day, Sc? Oh, Alfred, even when 


1 by ou 1 think * heart will 
fink 
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{mk when thoſe foul- ſearching words are 
put to me with the energy I heard them 
pronounced yeſterday ! I looked at Iſa- 


bella: I looked at Mr. G A 
\ calm* infipidity ſat on- her PAP: > an * 
ſolute indifference on his. Underſtand me. 
I do not mean an indifference towards his 
wife, but a total inattention to the cere- 
mony, as if it had been ſpoken in an un- 
known tongue, inſtead of the language of 
God and human laws. 


Avi it was firſt propoſed, the married 
folks returned tro our houſe; took their 
chocolate, and ſet off for Mr. A — 8 
ſeat in Buckinghamſnire. You know 
Mrs. A is fiſter to the bride- 
groom. I believe I told you my brothers 
Clodio and George were of the party, and 
will ſtay there during the remainder of 
the receſs. It would be rather charitable 
if you would come and congratulate us on 
the occaſion. In truth the houſe looks a 
little dull. ER es 


"Ba © 1 have | 


ly by your Elwina : aye, and ſhe will keep 
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J have ſent you a piece of '|bride-cake ; 
which, if your faith is ſtrong, you may 


ſuppoſe has paſſed nine times through the 


bride's wedding-ring; though if I: could 
allure: you the fact had happened under 
my eye, you would not think the camel, 
or rather the cable I believe you learned 


commentators call it, paſſing through the 
eye of a needle quite ſuch: an impoſſibility. 


But you will not be ſecluded from your 
inheritance in the kingdom of heaven hy 
your poſſeſſions on earth. Yet we are to 
be judged by our actions, not our poſſeſ- 
ſions, as wealth is entirely comparative; 
and a little well ſpent may be riches, 
while a great deal thrown away may _ 
eee eee Than 3 
2. 

Wil you woke 5 Ny father 
deſired me to aſk you, and I dare believe 
vou will not refuſe me; particularly ſince 
you vowed and ſwore at H — , that 
for the future you would be guided ſole- 


you 
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you up to your agreement you may affure 
yourſelf, 5 ä 


4 92 8 
eee 
- 


And pray do me the favour of going 
to your neighbour Mrs, M———, with 
all our loves and compliments, and in- 
form her, the remains of our disjointed 
family wiſh to have the pleaſure of dining 
with her on Saturday. You muſt charge 
yourſelf with her anſwer. I hope, and 
do think ſhe will engage your dear mo- 
ther to meet us, and her uondam chaplain 
to ſay grace; and grace the bottom bf 
her table. You will come-to-morrow- to 
dinner, that is ſettled. And why ſhould 
you not Nay till Saturday morning? We 
ſhall be but four in the coach with yu. 
Now do be good -natured for once and 
comply. Vou may have a bed at the 
coffee-houſe. I know my father will ve 
pleaſed with your company; and tlie 
longer he ſees you, the more he will love 
you. You, who are fond of extracting hints 
from expreſſions, cannot you elaborate 


— D 5 ſomething 
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ſomething from that in your favour? 
[ Adieu, my ever amiable Alfred; I am 
[4 Your own 


ELWINA. 


. 


' 
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ALFRED TO ELINA. 
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FIPHE laſt coachman promiſed to de. 
liver this at your houſe. Will! 
1 ; come ? ? Oh! can my dear Elwina. doubt 
| it for a moment? Yes, I will come; and 
will ſtay (unleſs your father turns me out 
of doors) till I have the happineſs of ac- 
© companying you to Mrs. M-———, who 
1 will be quite happy to ſee people who 
ll have ſo lately been at a wedding. My 
1 ſweet Elwina—But I muſt e my 
ne till we meet. : 4 


Qs "EE I". 
_ * es. er es 
. ——— 
2 ——— 
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Mrs. 
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Mrs. M has given me a commiſ- 
ſion to ſend her a diſh of fiſh, for I told 
her I ſhould not return till Saturday: but 
this you are to know nothing of, but ſup- 
poſe the turbot grew upon the farm. I 
ſhould not mention this, if you did not 
know her foible of wifhing ts have it 
thought her table 1s ſupplied from her 
poultry-yard, ponds, and garden; when 
we, who have ſometimes peeped bebind the 
curtain, have ſeen the pigeons, ducks, &c. 
and the aſparagus and cucumbers unpack- 
cd from the London markets. 


My deareſt mother truly rejoices in the 
pleaſing expectation of ſeeing the object 
in the world moſt beloved, except her ſon. 
Oh, when will the time arrive when ſne 
will love us both in ene! 8 


Adieu, my beſt, my only love! | 
ALFRED: 
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LETTER LXIII. 


—_ 


# ftw 


MI not a Machiavel in politics? 

and did you not feel the truth of 

this aſſertion during your dwelling with 
us? How much are my father and mother 
charmed with you! I knew they would. 
O., my amiable, my heart's-choſen Alfred, 
how do my eyes fill with tears of tender- 
neſs, when I re- trace the affection ] diſ- 
covered in them towards you. Why will 
not my father complete our happineſs ? 
or rather, why did he tie up his own hands? 
He ſaid to me this morning, My dear El- 
« wina, if J could give you twenty thou- 
« ſand pounds this moment, I know no 
« man on earth who ſhould have you and 
. wy" fortune ſo Y as Alfred. He is 
* « every 
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ec every ching the fondeſt parent can yi 
* for the moſt amiable child.” I covld 
not expreſs my love and gratitude other- 
wiſe, than throwing my arms round his 
neck, and bathing his checks with my 
tears accompanied with kiſſes. He preſſed 
me affectionately to his boſom. My mo- 
ther, dear kind mother dropped tears too; 
and 5 them away, ſaid, “ My dear 
« Mr. + » why cannot ſomething 
<« be 0015 ſome means found out to 
« make our dear children happy? They 
are not ambitious or aſpiring; I am ſure 
« 2 little would content them. You have 
te always faid you meant to make an addi- | 
« tion to your children's fortunes at your 
« death; why not make that addition 
now? abridge the very ample allowance 
* you make me; or I will agree to give 
« up the half to them. Why ſhould not 
*« the ſweeteſt and moſt dutiful of all our 
« children be made happy, when the man 
of her choice would do honour to the 
6 kult family” in the kingdom! P My Alz 
— fred, 
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ELWINA To ALFRED. 


MI not a Machiavel in politics? 
and did you not feel the truth of 
this affertion during your dwelling with 
us? How much are my father and mother 
charmed with you! I knew they would. 
Oh, my amiable, my heart's-choſen Alfred, 
| how do my eyes fill with tears of tender- 
| neſs, when I re-trace the affection ] diſ- 
covered in them towards you. Why will 
not my father complete our happineſs ? 
or rather, why did he tie up his own hands? 
He ſaid to me this morning, My dear El- 
« wina, if J could give you twenty thou- 
te ſand pounds this moment, I know no 
« man on earth who ſhould have you and 
[09 your fortune ſo ks as Alfred. He is 

: «every 
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ec every thing the fondeſt parent can yiſ 
« for the moſt amiable child.” I covld 
not expreſs my love and gratitude other- 
wiſe, than throwing my arms round his 
neck, and bathing his checks with my 
tears accompanied with Kites. He preſſed 
me affectionately to his boſom. My mo- 
ther, dear kind mother! dropped tears too; 
and wiping them away, faid, ** My dear 
Mr. — , why cannot ſomething 
« be done; ſome means found out to 
« make our dear children happy? They 
ci are not ambitious or aſpiring; I am ſure. 
« a little would content them. You have 
te always faid you meant to make an addi- 
« tion to your children's fortunes at your 
death; why not make that addition 
« now ? abridge the very ample allowance 
“you make me; or I will agree to give 
« up the half to them. Why ſhould not 
e the ſweeteſt and moſt dutiful of all our 
« children be made happy, when the man 
te of her choice would do honour to the 
« fart family in the kingdom?” My Al 
Mi fred, 


62 THE SCHOOL 


geg 1 expect your ſympathizing heart 


will melt as mine did. Oh! every thing 


; might be done, if it was not for my ambi- 
tious brother. My father has indeed tied 


up his hands from diſpenſing happineſs to 


bis children. His other children ny) 
brother has enough to purchaſe happi- 


neſs, if there was a market where that com- 
modity was ſold. 


My mother has told me ſince morning, 


that my father has made ſuch additions to 


his ſon's fortune, that he could do no 
more for us than he has done, but that 


| the had brought him to conſent to allow 


me two hundred a year, over and above 
my three thouſand. pounds, till you could 
get a place under government amounting 
to chat income, Or. more. However, ſhe 


was ſorry to add, my brother had ſaid he 


would. oppoſe your advancement, to-puniſh 
me for refuſing his. friend Sir Thomas 
K— . My mother too, moſt kindly 


aid, ſhe would ftrive. to. keep up this 


good 
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good reſolution 1 in my father; and when 
the houſe broke up, my brother talked of 
going to Spa with Mr. and Mrs, G———, 
and then ſhe hoped to prevail on my fa- 
ther to give my hand to you: © Your 
cc brother,“ ſhe added, „ will be very 
« angry at firſt; but you need not mind 
« jt ; your father will find ſome way to ap- 
« peaſe him, and the annuity will not be 
« felt, as we ſhall make ſome impercepti- 
ble diminution in our houſekeeping, 
« which will make that quite eaſy,” 


I ſhould be quite eaſy J am ſure, but 
from the tormenting idea that we are to 
ſtand in awe of this proud' ſenator, I 
could almoſt wiſh you had been within 
call at the time; perhaps, then, the mat- 
ter could have been ſettled beyond any 
machinations of my brether ; for I ſtill 
fear my father's want of reſolution. I 
know his parental affection, and that it would 
induce him to do every thing to make me 
happy: but then the influence he has ac- 

1 quired 
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[ quired over him, more by forcibte than 
pleaſant methods, can undo all in a mo- 


ment. 


| f know very well my father would ra- 
ther allow me four hundred a year, if he 
could do i it without danger of my brother's 
knowing it, than fifty with his acquaint- 
ance of the meaſure. This ſounds odd, 
bur i it Is too true notwithſtanding. 


If my dear mother ſhould keep my fa- 
ther to his promiſe, let me ſee, how much 
ſhould we then muſter together 70 keep the 
wolf from. the door ? The intereſt of our 
reſpective fortunes, when joined, is three 
hundred ayear, and the added two will make 
five. And then, ſurely, between us we 
may, by making it happier, lengthen out 
the life of your—let i me ſay our dear mo- 
ther, for many years to come: and as 
he. muſt and ſhall live with us: a will 


have you on no other condition), that will 
** dc 
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be two hundred more. In all ſeven hun- 
fred ene 1 erin 00 Fen 4 


© Coon Arike hands and take the offer; "Ih 
Farther on you may fare worſe. | 


My heart feels as light as the Soſſimer' 3 
feathers. Will not chis intelligence con- 
vey an infinity of happineſs to in Alfred! ? 
Ob, I am ure it will. 


I was exceedingly 57 an Stiri 
to fee Mrs. M—— Had quite forgiven us 
both: and pray affure her how much the 
has obliged me, 'by kindly intreating my 
father to let me paſs a few days with her. 
T ſhall moſt © certainly avail myſelf very 
ſoon 'of their indulgence * : but 'T am very 
fiſh, and while my brother is abſent, 1 
know you ilk feel more pleaſure in your 
viſits to town; and when hel returns, I will 
20 down to — 1 ſhall not be in 
the way to put kim out of humour, and 
my mother will labour to bring every 
thing about for us, My Alfred, you Mit- 

9 tle 
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tle thought what a thread was "Fabricating 
for you! Oh! may no adverſe event 
happen to overthrow this dear ſcheme of 
happineſs ;—this life of reaſon, improved 
by tender affection! 


My mother has been looking over her 
hoards, and finds many things which the 
puts aſide, ſaying, „ Well, Elwina, I 
« think you ſhall have this, and this.” 
J affure you 1 ſhall not come away empty 
handed; and you know 1 have been em- 
ploying myſelf lately in making uſeful and 
ornamental furniture. I have finiſhed a 
pair of ſcreens, and painted a beautiful 
fringe for the ornament of a glaſs. Pray 
make yourſelf. thoroughly acquainted with 
agriculture and gardening. o- ſhall 
not © eat the bread of idleneſs,” We will, 
like the firſt pair, have our ſeparate em- 
ployment: : with her example, before my 
eyes, I ſhall not be.led aſtray as Eve was. 
Though by the by I ſeem as confident in 


my Own ſtrength as the was. But I have 
| more 
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more reaſon. She had never heard the voice 
of flattery, but from one man. I, you know, 
have heard a thouſand pretty fellows talk 
ſolt nonſenſe. I am too old a bird to be 
| taken with the chaff, when I am in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the grain itſelf. Oh! what a 
paradiſaical dwelling will ours be! We 
will not be a great way from London; 
and (if you pleaſe, I might ſay) on the 
H — ſide. We may look out for ſome 
little place in Hertfordſhire : ſome dear 
ſpot. Pardon me for being jocular, cheap 

| will ſuit us better: but endeared to us it 
will be, as it will unite in the moſt ſacred 
bonds, two hearts formed for each other. 
My Alfred, I now look forward with hope 
that the day is not far diſtant when I ſhall 


indeed be your 


EL wIN A. 
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Ax the choiceſt bleſſings Heaven 
: has 1 in ſtore be ſhowered down on 


nn 


the reverend heads of the authors of my 


Elvina's s being, and ears happineſs! 


S% 4 


1 


Now, 1 128870 Hors * my heart Ber for- 
ward to delight. To what a delirium of 
delight has Elwina opened the view ! Jo 
live for e ever with you—to call you mine,— 
to fee 1 you each hour of the bliſsful day! 
I think no one ever knew happineſs be- 
fore—It 88 given to Alfred alone to be 
blelt. 


Your whole letter my delighted mo- 
ther read, and wept over. Did not the 
wt. 7 heart 
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heaft of ydur Alfred melt? Les; tears of 

love, veneration and gratitude, bedewed 
his cheeks. Not to have felt moſt exqui- 
fitely wauld have proved me unworthy the 
heavenly bleſſing I now anticipate, with 
all the trembling of. expecting. and ap- 
proaching felicity. 


I will be with you, my angel, to-mor- 
row by dinner time; but I could not ſtop 
the effuſion of my love and gratitude 
burſting forth. It was highly neceſſary to 
give this vent to my feelings. How Mall 
addreſs your excellent father and mo- 
ther? Oh! Elwina, they are they will 
be mine too] Are you the  fevceteft and moſt 
2 of their children? 1 


Alfred ſhall copy, ſhall eukäte vou. 
We will ſtrive, as you ſweetly ſay, '* to 
* lengthen their lives by making wem 
8 happier” | Each day which is adde ed to 


their being, ſhall N have cauſe to bleſs 


70 
the hour they beſtowed the moſt amiable 
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and lovely of women, on their and her 


_— 
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LETTER . 
ELWINA To ALFRED, 


HILE I enjoyed your dear ſociety 
through the favour of our joint 


Sicnds I thought there could be no alloy 
to my happineſs. But alas! on my re- 
turn to town, I ſee too plainly our cruel 
enemy (I am ſorry to uſe that epithet 


when writing of my brother) has gained 


fo much advantage of my father, that at 
_ preſent we muſt lay aſide. our plan of fe- 


licity, which the near proſpect we had of 
realizing it, had juſtified us in dwelling 
upon ſs 2 My mother ſtill 

| ſays, 
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ſays, © ſhe ſhall not give up her point, but 
« that we muſt wait a little longer.“ 
Wait! I could wait ſeven years, if, at 
the end of that period, I ſhould be certain 
envious demon, or proud brother, 
1. have the power of ſtepping in be- 
tween, and blaſting all my hopes. I am 
in no hurry to be married, even to my 
Alfred; no improper hurry I mean: but 
to have my happineſs bandied about by 
the caprice and injuſtice of one, to whom, 
in my parents life, I owe no obedience, 
and from whom I have never been repaid 
the tenth of the love I had for him, is 
| ſurely cauſe enough for my complaint: 
yet, in compliance with my dear mother's 
earneſt requeſt, I will be patient, as Patient 
 Grizzle herſelf, but not ſo _ ſervile 
as ſhe was neither. | 


He, my brother I mean, thinks he 
mortifies me by repeating the ſplendour of 
Iſabella's eſtabliſhment, for they have now 
got to their country houſe, Well, let 

— | them 
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Happy; and they have / ſurely no right to 


take fromme the better part which I have 
choſrn. Ab! how little does he know m 


heart, if lie ſuppoſes it ever cheriſhed a 
wiſh for grandeur of equipage or dreſs ! If 
his:daes,. he has the large means of ſup- 


plyingiit with the ſpecies of happineſs he 
has a: ſobl to enjoy. But let him not 


break in upon my peace; let me in my 
bleſt retirement taſte uninterruptedly the 
real charms of life —of happineſs—of 


love! of which Tam fore he has no more 


idea, than of a fixth - ſenfe. He is to 


me an object of pity, not envy. For he 
is deprived (by his want of feeling) of 
the trueſt delight that humanity can ex- 

perience. Peace to him! I fay, 5 he 
will not ſcek t to diſturb mine! OE. 


There 2 Are Sepp N ding 
the entre of Mrs. 6. She is to be pre- 


ſented next week; and a new and elegant 


Gregs is Planning for the birth day, which 
EY -7 „ you 
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you know is to be kept next Monday. 
Thank Heaven, I am out of the liſt of 
thoſe, who are o ſtrut and fret their little 
hour on that day. Sir Thomas K 
ſiſter, the Counteſs of ———, is to intro- 
duce the bride, and takes her likewiſe on 
Monday. Calm and quiet as Iſabella 
ſeemed, yet I aſſure you her heart would 
always dance as faſt as it could, on any 
occaſion of exhibiting her perſon in public. 
How wiſely and providentially arranged 
are the allotments of the univerſe! I 


ſhould be leſs happy even with Alfred, if 


he was in ſuch a ſtyle of living as would 
ſubject me to all. this parade. As little 
would Iſabella have a reliſh for thoſe 
nameleſs ſatisfactions TI .anticipate in our 
dear retirement. May I not ſay, the great 
Artificer of the world has fitted each ſor 
the ſtation they are deſtined to fill? Def- 
tined! Oh! yes, let me think that Hea- 
ven deſtined me for Alfred! For once the | 

congenial ſouls, which the adverſe winds 
too frequently diſſever for once theſe 
Von II E kindred 
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kindred minds have met, and their hea- 
ven-deſigned union will be perfected on 


earth! 


' * 7 = 
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As I have nothing to do in the great 
world, I ſhall accompany my father and 

mother to H —, for the ſummer ſea- 
ſon. We leave town to-morrow. Adieu, 
my * my beloved Alfred. 


I am ever yours, 


ELWINA. 
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ELWINA To ALFRED. 


Saturday, 3d June, 1780. 
LIKE not theſe doings, Alfred. Sure- 
ly this ungovernable mob will do an 
infinity of miſchief. What can that mad 
wretch mean? By his enthuſiaſm he will 
{et fire to a train he may labour in vain to 
extinguiſh, 
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| extinguiſh, My brother, among many 
ſcore members, yeſterday, had very near 


been torn to pieces. He has written an 


account to my father of the danger they 
were in, and ſays, had it not been from 
the fear the vile incendiary had leſt his 
couſin ſhould put his threats againſt him in 
execution, he doubts not, the mob would 
have broken into the houſes of parliament. 
Oh! Heaven ſhield us from theſe threat- 
ening calamities! But it is not poſſible 
ſo many thouſand perſons aſſembled, can 
_ diſperſe (even if their petition was 
granted, which hope never will, when 
fo inſolently enforced), without doing a 
number of outrageous actions. Deluded 
wretches ! they know not at preſent what 
they do, or what may be the fatal conſe. 
quence. ; 


l am heartily glad I am out of London; 
the very ſight of ſo many poſting from 
hence, and the environs, to aſſemble in St. 
George's Fields, turned my heart quite 
VVV 
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ſick with apprehenſion. I predicted all 


the miſchief they have already done, and 
pray to Heaven it may end here! 


I rejoice too that my Alfred is not in 
town; though, believe me, I grieve at 
the occaſion that keeps you confined at 
home ; but I hope your dear mother's in- 
diſpoſition'is but a caſual one, and that in 
a few days it will leave her intirely. My 
moſt reſpectful love to her. I wiſh to my 
heart I could ſhare your taſk of nurſing 
her. Why may 1 not fly to teſtify my 
love and duty to the beſt of women? How 
ſilly are the cuſtoms of the world! If you, 
who are to be my protector, my guardian, 
my huſband, was not there, I might then 
attend on your dear mother. Or if, with 
all your amiable virtues, I could be inſen- 
| ſible of your worth, or you ſaw nothing in 
me to love, I might even then ſhew my 
Attention to her, But I muſt not come 
near your dwelling now; becauſe, by and 
by, you will be nearer to me (as you 

have 


FOR FATHERS. 77 
have long been dearer) than all the world 
| beſide, Oh, tis abſurd doctrine. As 


Sterne ſays, 7. =, order theſe my better in. 
France. 


I muſt conclude with my moſt cordial 
withes for your dear mother, and your dear 


ſelf, for the lake of your own 


LETTER ILXVn. 
To the ſame. 


_ Tueſday, June 6. 


AT a dreadful day was yeſterday! 
And how was the anniverſary of 
the beſt of kings celebrated! By riot, 
confiſfion, and anarchy, 1 think I never 


E 3 felt 


ELWINA. | 


23 THE SCHOOL 


felt ſuch a ſenſation of ſickly horror, if I 
may be allowed the expreſſion, as to hear 
the bells ringing in our village, and at the 
ſame time to behold the conflagration in 
London ! To us, every part of. the town 
appeared in flames; and the conſternation 
with which all orders of people were ſeized, 
cannot be deſcribed. Yet for myſelf, I 
felt not ſo much fear as indignation ; and 
I loſt all patience on ſeeing n of our 
neighbours coming from town, with their 
ſervants and horfes ornamented, or rather 
ſtigmatized with the enſigns of diſorder and 
tumult. Some of our ſervants were put- 
ting blue cockades in their hats ; but I 
could not help tearing them out, and 
throwing them into the kitchen fire, My 
father ſaid, we muſt comply with the 
times. But I reaſoned on the matter 
thus: © By this tame compliance, the de- 
« Juded mob believe they have the wiſhes 
of the people. In theſe caſes you muſt 
„take a decided part, and ſhew what 


cc {10nd you are of, The wearing 2 
cc blue 
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ce blue ribband evidently encourages theſe 


te infatuated wretches, and will contribute 


ce to the increaſe of them. - How my ſpi- 
rit riſes! I know if 1 was a man, I ſhould 
either kill or be killed; I could not ſtand 
by like a coward, and ſee my deareſt rights 
taken from me, without ſtriving to ſecure 
them. Poor Maria and I have been to- 
gether all this day: I do not like to ſee 
any body, we hear ſuch dreadful accounts; 
many I hope are exaggerated, The com- 
mon people love to make the worſt of 
every thing; and it is really alarming to 
ſee the inſolence of many of them: they 
are ſo ſtupid as to ſuppoſe, by levelling all 
the rich, their ſituation will be more ele- 
vated; and the gardener told Jenny, 
« that in a day or two, perhaps, I might 
te be glad to put on the ribbands I had 
e burnt, in order to fave myſelf from 
et outrage.” . 


All this while my heart is with Alfred. 
Where is my amiable friend, and how will 
T4: "0 
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he be able to keep himſelf out of the way 
of affording ſuccour, or receiving injury? 


Pray let me hear from you ſoon, or 1 
ſhall give way to a thouſand ſhocking 
ideas. Any government but a mob, I beg 
of Heaven to give us! Theſe madmen 
may drive government to arbitrary mea- 
ſures, and an abſolute monarchy; for who 
could loſe a moment in deciding. which is 
beſt? Here are ſome few catholics among 
us; good, peaceable, quiet and reſpec- 
rable people ; they are almoſt terrified out 
of their lives and ſenſes. They fly about, 

afraid to ſtay in their houſes, yet not 
knowing where to go for ſecurity, . Very 
much in this way, my ſiſter uſed. to ſay, 
the riots of Boſton began, How can any 
be wicked, or even weak enough, to give 
encouragement or tacit countenance to 
ſuch putrages * 77 


1 cannot write—l know not how to re- 
frain—I dread any one approaching the 


houſe, leſt I ſhould hear accounts ſtill 
worſe 
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worſe than thoſe of yeſterday :- and this 
morning, I think every body ſeems panic- 


ftruck ; they ſeem to have made no op- 
poſition to the inſurgents. 


Heaven preſerve you, my deareſt Alfred, 
and ſend. us all peace at the laſt ! 


| Yours moſt truly, 
EL WIN A. 


E Er FEN N 
AL FRED. TO ELWINA. 


June 7. 

HE SE are - dreadful times indeed, 
my Elwina, when every. man's 
hand ſeems lifted up againſt his neigh- 
bour, and even families are divided. Not 
to have taken an active part, would have 
ltamped your Alfred with the name of 
2 coward. 
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coward for ever. He would have been 


unworthy of the high title he one day 
hopes to obtain, of being Elwina's pro- 


tector. Protection ſhe could never receive 


from the hand of a coward. No, my El- 


wina, I felt a martial ſpark kindle up in 
my veins, and I haſted up to town, in 
hopes that my feeble arm might do ſome 
ſervice to my diſtreſſed brethren. I had 
the happineſs of preventing ſome mif- 


chief; and, I do think, a little well-ſhewn 


courage would have done very much. I 
am of opinion had the keepers of our pri- 
ſons had reſolution enough to put their 
ſenſe of perſonal danger out of the queſ- 
tion, and ſhot the firſt leader who de- 
manded the keys, Newgate and the 
King's-bench would never have been in- 
jured, and the numbers of wretches let 


looſe on mankind would now have been 


in confinement. I had the good luck to 
ſecure three or four principal ones out of a 


| party, who were going to demoliſh the 
| houſe of our good neighbour Sir Robert 


B., 
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B, only becauſe he is a catholic. His 
family, particularly his wife and children, 
were in the greateſt horror. The mob had got 
into the houſe, levying contributions, and a 
great deal of the furniture was brought out 
to be burnt. I ſeized one fellow, who 
was going to ſet fire to the pile, and ſwore 
I would ſhoot him through the head, 1 
had a piſtol cocked in my hand. My reſo- 
lution ſaved both houſe and goods, and I 
_ dragged away three of the miſcreants to a 
juſtice, nor left them till they were ſafely 
lodged in a priſon. You know me too 
well, my deareſt Elwina, to believe I re- 
late this out of oftentation, or any affec- 
tation of bravery more than men have in 
common; but you may infer from this 
what a few reſolute minds might have 
done to ſtem the torrent of a mob. I 
made the fervants, whom I was obliged 
likewiſe to threaten, take in all the goods 
to the worthy - Baronet's | houſe, and we 
watched before the Goor water arms the 


whole night. F | 
E 6 | Lady 


renz SCH00 0 


Lady B-——, with the children, went 
down to L—— under the moſt dreadful 
apprehenſions leſt theſe inſurgents ſhould 
attack that houſe alſo : all this, you will 
obſerve, was before the military had ur 
to . 


ALour letter, my Elwina, I have juſt re- 
er dated Tueſday. How much more 
dreadful were the conflagrations of that 
night! No eye, but that which ſaw them, 
will hereafter credit the reports of this day's 
events. Surely it was one of the moſt 
horrid ſpectacles this country ever wit- 
neſſed. Let thoſe who were not ſpectators 
judge what the inhabitants felt, when they 
beheld at the ſame inſtant, the flames aſ- 
cending, and rolling in clouds from the 
| King's-bench and Fleet priſons; from 
Newgate, Bridewell; from the toll-gates 
on Blackfriar's bridge, and from numerous 
| houſes, in every quarter of the town; and 
particularly from your neighbour's town- 
houſe and warehouſes, where the confla- 
gration 
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gration was dreadful beyond all PE 
tion, They ſay, there were ſix and thirty 
houſes blazing at one time, and which 
might be ſeen at once from many parts of 
the town, When the ſoldiers were allowed 
to act, the exploſion of their arms, joined 
to the tremendous noiſe of the authors of 

| theſe diſturbances, ſerved to impreſs the 
mind with the moſt horrid ideas of univerſal 
anarchy and approaching deſolation. How 
happy is it the rioters did not firſt attempt 
the bank! The conſequence of that 
being the firſt object of their fury, fills one 
with a diſmay, which the knowledge of 
its ſecurity even now can hardly repreſs. 
What numbers have fallen victims to the 
intemperate zeal of a madman! But mad 
let him be: I hope from my. ſoul he will 
be brought to condign puniſhment. Yet 
what puniſhment, that out laws can inflict, 
will be adequate to his crime? He muſt 
have been worſe than an ideot to have 
believed he could once ſet fire to a train, 
ang: then ſtop. the progreſs of it with his 

| breath, 
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breath. But his breath ſerved to inflame 
them the more. I really felt ſuch rage 
kindle in my veins, that I forgot every 
thing, but the deſire of ſtopping the ef · 
fects as much as my ſingle arm and voice 
could do. ö 


1 admire your ſpirit, my Elwina, in not 
ſuffering your ſervants to wear blue cock- 
ades, although it was ever my favourite 
colour, and you, my only favourite, looked 

ſo uncommonly lovely in thoſe ribbands. 
It will be a long time before I ſhall be 
reconciled to them, or believe they can 
be cleanſed from the impurity of treaſon- 
able rioting. No, I would have loſt the 
laſt drop of my blood before I would have 
injured the real cauſe of religion and li- 
berty, by placing one of thoſe deteſtable 
| ignals of rebellion 1n my hate. 


A man, and he had 8 appearance of a 
| gentleman too, obferved to me I had not a 
ribband in my hat. TH man ſhould . 


6 not 
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« not live an hour,” I replied, . ho 
ce ſhould dare to accuſe me of the princi- 
« ples of thoſe who diſgrace their country 
ce by wearing them.” There is nothing 
like talking and looking fierce, Elwina, 
on thoſe occaſions, © What can one do?“ 
he aſked; © one muſt be governed by 
ee the majority.” 


« Periſh the majority!” I exclaimed. 
« If you are not an abettor of rebellion 
in its worſt ſtate, throw that indignant 
« badge away, and join with a true friend to 
ce his religion and country.” He ſaw I was: 
both able and willing to defend him, and 
he actually trampled the commiſſion 
of a ſcoundrel under his feet. This proves 
how many, from a puſillanimous compli- 
ance with the mob, wore an appearance 
contrary to their real principles. The 
man who fears to loſe his life in ſuch 
a cauſe, deſerves not to hold it on any 
terms, 


Tbank 


88 THE SCHOOL 


Thank Heaven; this day the citizens 
begin to recover from their panic, which 
will fix an everlaſting ſtigma on them, at 
leaſt as long as this ſtrange event is re- 
membered in the annals of hiſtory, Nay, 
indeed, ſome at the weſt end of the town 
are as much to blame. They well knew 


the meeting was called, and they ſhould 


have made it unlawful for ſuch numbers to 
aſſemble. But ſtates, like Individuals, grow 
wiſe only by experience. 


It is Wald 50 aſcertain the number 
of wretches who loſt their lives already on 
this dreadful occaſion. Many have fallen 
victims to powder and ball; but ſtill more 

by inebriation; as at the diſtilleries in- 
Holborn, I ſuppoſe hundreds were killed 
4 eee liquors, and the houſes falling 
Nay, I am told, for I was not pre- 
Ne that when the warehouſes were ſet.on 
fire by the monſters on the outſide, there 
were ſcores plundering and drinking with- 


in, who, when the flames drove them to 
* 6 the 
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the entrance, were reſtrained by the ſol- 
diers bayonets, and thus became the vic- 
tims of their crimes. The mangled bo- 
dies were without number, which, half 
conſumed, tumbled into the ruins. 


They have not yet taken the prime 
author of this miſchief into cuſtody; but 
I ſuppofe they Toon mean to do it. If he 
had ten thouſand lives, he could not repay 
his country the diſtreſſes he has brought 
upon it. If ſuch be the tenets of proteſt- 
antiſm, the pagan is a better friend to ſo- 
ciety. No man can be a Chriſtian,” 
the excellent Lord Littleton ſaid, © who 
© would perſecute his fellow creature for 
e being a Jew,” What Chriſtian muſt he 
be who would perſecute with fire and 
ſword another Chriſtian, WY he differs 
in his mode of worſhip ? 5 


It is wonderful, Elwina, that through the 
whole of this fatal buſineſs, ſo little ſhould 
have been done * to ſtop the pro- 

res, 
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greſs, or above all prevent the miſchief. 
For ſix days ſucceſſively, from Friday the 2d 


till this day, Thurſday the 7th, the cities of 
London and Weſtminſter have been given 


up into the hands of an unarmed nameleſs 
mob, to be plundered at their diſcretion, It 
really will read very odd ſome years hence, 
and we ſhall hardly be able to make our 
children conceive it poſſible, that a parcel 
of boys and women (for the incendiaries 


vere little more) could be permitted to 


grow to ſuch an alarming height, 


M poor mother faffered, as you may | 
ſuppoſe, all the terrors that a fond mother 


could feel. I begged Lady B—— to 


have the goodneſs to ſend to her, that her 
anxiety on my account might be relieved. 
She kindly went herſelf, and — two 


| nights in her houſe. 


: Sir Robert is full of acknowledgments to 
me for the ſuccour I was ſo happy to afford 


him. He has been moſt profufe in his 


offers 5 
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offers of friendſhip, and ſhaking me hear- 
tily by the hand, wiſhed from his ſoul. 
that I had a regiment of as brave fellows as 
myſelf. He talked this evening ſeriouſly 
on a ſubject that I own has ever been near 
my heart. The life of arms I ſhould have 
choſen in preference to any other. The 
church, you know, was the wiſh of thoſe 
who had a right to form my fortunes, and I 
ſubmitted. But it is plain I was not de- 
ſigned for it. And, my Elwina, what a 
ſhame for a man at my time of life to be 
living like a drone at home, when fo many 
of my. compeers in age are planting lau- 

rels to adorn their brows, and lay at their 
miſtreſſes feet. Elwina, I have yet done 
nothing to merit your love. My country 
calls me, and no voice ought to lure me 
from its fervice. I believe you have ſo 
much true patriotiſm, that you would not 
object to my drawing a ſword againſt our 
foes: but I fear my mother has not a grain 
of martial valour; ſhe has ſhewn courage 
and fortitude in ſupporting numerous diſ- 
5 treſſes, 


| 
| ; 
1 


but at preſent he is ſo much taken up with 
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treſſes, and at a very early age: But the 
exertions neceſſary for the claims made on 

her ſenſibility, have certainly brought on 
a premature old age, and rendered her leſs 


able to bear difappointment than moſt 


young people. Equally. ſanguine with 
youth, ſhe ſinks under any ſcheme that is 
fruſtrated, and ſo many of ours have fallen 
to the ground, that they bear her down 


with them---ſhe has'no longer ſtrength of 
mind or body to combat with them. This, 
my deareſt Elwina, you will believe, af- 
fects me extremely; and left IT: ſhould be 
the cauſe of accelerating her death, I wave 
the flattering proſpect Sir Robert. Bo— 
holds . to * View. _ 2251 


1 have ban e ingenuous with 
him, informing him of my hope, the 
only hope that endears life to me, of one 
day calling you mine. He knows and ad- 
mires you. Indeed I think him a friend 
whoſe acquaintance is worth cultivating; 


his 
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his own affairs (it not yet being ſettled 
how the catholics are to proceed), that he 
cannot enter on any ſcheme for my advan- 
tage. But if profeſſions may be depended 


upon, I have ſome foundation for ye 
from that quarter. TI | 


Hope leads us pn, nor quits us till we die. 


I find I ſhall be ſubpcena'd to attend at 
the trials of thoſe miſcreants whom I ſe- 
cured, I ſhall join my voice towards their 
condemnation with leſs remorſe than 1 
would kill a rat, as I think I am doing the 
public a ſervice in bringing thoſe to puniſh- 
ment who have violated its laws, and com- 
mitted depredations of the moſt atrocious 
Lin on their fellow ſubjedts. 

1 wiſh 1 could give you any good ac- 
count of my poor mother. My heart 
bled to ſee the viſible alteration” two or 
three days had made in her whole frame. 
Her fever 1 18 returned more violently than 

| ever, 
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ever, and though there is a regular inter. 


miſſion, the bark does not prevent its re- 
turn. I have prevailed on her to ſend for 
a phyſician, and he writes for her to-mor- 


row. Heaven ſend his aſſiſtance may re- 


ſtore her to health. I keep up my ſpirits 
before her ; but now that I am alone, and 
converſing freely with my Elwina, I give 
way to a thouſand alarming preſages, that 
cling about my heart, and depreſs me to 


the utmoſt weakneſs, Indeed I muſt take 
my own fatigue into the account too, for 


I have not been in bed theſe four nights, 


and nothing but writing to the beloved of my 
foul could have prevailed on me to take 


my pen in hand. I know not how to quit 
it; it is like leaving you—but your dear 

image remains ſtill with me wherever I go. 
That loved idea can never one moment be 


abſent from me. My concern for my 
dear mother's illneſs tears me not from 


you; ye are both too dear to me; ye mix 
for ever in the heart and thoughts of your 


faithful 


ALF RE D. 
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LE T TER LXIX. | 
ELWINA To ALFRED. 


GRUDGED every line my Alfred had 
. written, when he told me he had not 
been in bed for four nights. Oh, my amiable 
friend, I fear you too will be ill, and then 
who can attend your dear mother? I echo 
your duteous prayer to Heaven to reſtore 
her to health, and to ſee the happineſs of 
her beloved ſon and his faithful Elwina. 
As to my patriotiſm, I will not ſay a great 
deal in its favour, I have yet had no trial 
of its ſtrength, and I ſhould bluſh to be 
proved a vain boaſter. But I love your heroic 
ſpirit from my ſoul : you have all the prin- 
ciples of a hero, and only want the lance 
and ſhield to be the god of war himſelf. 
My Alfred, my deſtiny is interwoven with 
yours; and when the word of command 
is given, I will obey it-the beſt I can. You 
| 4 have 


* 
almoſt think I could fee his head taken off, 
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have vowed only to receive my hand from 


my father—I have ratified ir—I hope if 
arms ſhould in future be your profeſſion, he 
will give me leave to march with you, 
When once I am really yours, no ſituation 


or danger ſhall part us. 


Thank Heaven, that vile monſter Lord 
is at laſt ſafe in the Tower. I 


and exulting cry, Behold, let all traitors 


ee be thus puniſhed ! 1 ſhould have-look- 


ed on it as doing my duty to my country, 


were I a man, to have plunged a dagger 


in his heart, if that would have ſtopped the 
effuſion of more blood. How can that 
wretch know any. future peace of mind, 


when he reflects on the numbers of miſer- 
able beings he has made, and the numbers 
whoſe lives he has been the cauſe of end- 
ing with infamy and wretchedneſs What 


gaps in ſociety has he occaſioned, and how 


many thouſand hearts has he torn with 
grief! All the villages adjacent to Lon- 


don, 
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don, I find are in the ſame terror of the 
banditti, that have been ler looſe upon us, 
as we are. Here is a nightly patrol of 
gentlemen to protect us. What a ſtate of 
anarchy and deſolation ! I think the king 
will ſce his true friends, and every ſenſible 
man muſt fee] the bleſſing of his mild 
government with double ſatisfaction. The 
public being a little more at peace, 1 
muſt now return to the ſubje& ⁰ near and 
dear to my heart. Your mother is ſtill 
uppermoſt 1 in my mind—I wiſh much to 
ſee her. Do, my dear Alfred, aſſure her 
I do, and let me know if ſhe has any ob- 
jection. I can contrive to come! will 
take a chaiſe from bence, and our 
Maria ſhall accompany me. I feel quite 
anxious to pay my duty to her. Is ſhe not 
| my mother, as well as yours? And ſhall 
ve be deprived of the mutual ſatisfaction 
we promiſed ourſelves of jointly contri- 
buting to her happineſs ? Will Heaven rob 
us of ſo true a delight as affording her 
every comfort! 1 


5 
— 2 4 
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As ſoon as you give me notice, moſt aſ. 
ſuredly I will come to you. I have men- 
tioned it to my mother, and ſhe kindly ac- 
quieſces in my wiſhes, Maria too will 
gladly be my companion. I can paſs ſome 
hours with you, and dine with Mrs, — 


1 doubt not but you procure every 
thing you can for the beſt of mothers, and I 
know your good Betty is an excellent 
nurſe ; yet I hope ſhe has another, that ſhe 
may not be left a moment. Oh, how 
_ thankfully would J accept the office, to 
ſoothe the dear patient, and help to re- 
lieve the anxieties, and ſhare the fatigue, 
of my Alfred! Adieu. 

Ever your on 
j ELWINA. 


F. I ” Ss. hs 


renn IEX 
AlrRED to EIwWIxA. 


LAS my deareſt Elwina, thy affec- 


tion, and my duteous love, wilt no 
longer 
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longer be of ſervice to the beſt of” mo- 
thers. I am doomed to ſee that dear 
parent ſink into her grave at an age when 
we might have hoped to be long bleſſed 
witkr her ſociety... 


I hardly know how-to write; and yet to 
urite to you is all the conſolation my poor 
heart can taſte. Oh, my beſt, my only 
love, this letter is but preparatory to the 
laſt cruel intelligence. The doctor has 
given up all hopes for his patient. Sood 
God ! what a ſound for a ſon, who never 
had another parent, to ſhare his filial re- 
gard ! No man ever owed. more to a mo- 
ther than I do to her. And ſhall 1 be de- 


prived of her? Oh, my Elwina, that you 


were here, that we might mingle our tears 


together, and that I might in your tender- 
neſs feel ſomething to hold my heart to- 
gether, and whiſper in the midſt of my 
afflictions, that I am not deprived of every 


comfort. How much, how very much do 


I ſtand in need of conſolation! I have not 
F 2 ſat 
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ſat down ſo long theſe. three days, as I 
have now ſince I have taken my pen. I 
cannot reſt a moment in a place walk 
about like a troubled ghoſt, ſeeking reft, 
but finding none, No, my deareſt love, it 
would be to no purpoſe your coming hi- 
ther. In the midſt of my diſtreſs I feel 
the force of propriety, and feel too that 

| the ſcene of death, ſo new to us both, would 
but wound your exquiſite ſenſibility, and 
add freſh ſtings to mine. It is the lot of 
mortals, and T muſt ſubmit, Heaven give 
me ſtrength to act the part allotted me, with 
4 proper ſenſe of its diſpenſations. That 
| I have your prayers, thou beſt beloved of 
| my ſoul, I well know. Oh, that they 
might be efficacious for my excellent mo- 
ther! Yet why ? to continue her longer 
in a ſcene of woe? for what elſe has 
ker whole life been? ſave but the com- 
fort it has been my good fortune to beſtow 
upon her ; and yet I fear her tender anx- 
iety, her unequalled affection for me has 
rather haſtened her approaching death. 
Alas 


FOR FATHERS. ior 
Alas! I much fear it has; ſhe has ſtrug- - 
gled with a delicate conſtitution to live for 
my ſake ; all other inducement, as ſhe pa- 
thetically ſaid laſt night, was buried in the 
grave of her beloved huſband. No ſon 

ever loved a mother more than I have 
done. Why are my filial duties ſo ſoon 
torn from me? Heaven wills, and man 
muſt obey. Adieu, my ever dear Elwina; 
you will ſoon be all that remains on earth 


to bleſs 
ALFRED. 
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Fr rom the Jane to the 1 

f ; 5 Tune 1 5 
ES, Elwina is now all that remains 
to Alfred: the hour of death is 
paſt. This fatal morning the beſt of mo- 
thers and of women —Oh, my Elwina, 
what a ſentence to finiſh she is gone 
for ever! ! 


fy 
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Sir Robert B—- has inſiſted on taking 
me from the dreadful ſcene, I oppoſed it 
for ſome time, but at laſt I conſented. Yet 


what do 1 fly from? Will not the awful f 


ſcene ſtill follow me ? Is it not the author of 
my being I leave? Ah! dear, reſpectable, 
even though but clay. Why ſhould I turn 
my weeping eyes from thy breathleſs corſe ? 
I allow their arguments have too much 
weight—] feel too forcibly that I can no 
longer be of ſervice to thee; that my 

tears, my groans, cannot reſtore a life ſo 
_ exquiſitely dear to me. No, thou art gone 
for ever. We ſhall go to her, my Elwina: 

no more will ſhe bleſs our eyes ; no more 
ſhall we hear her affectionate prayers for 
our mutual happineſs. She bleſſed you, 
my Elwina, with her lateſt breath; ſhe 
united i in one petition to Heaven the names 
of r peloved Elwina and | ,, _ 

| A 1 F RE D. 
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EI WAA To ALFRED. 


0 Toothe- the ſorrows of thy beloved 
1 Alffea, Wat would not his Flwinz 
do? Oh, "ny Alfred, and have we rey 


now made in che gay Pope we bat Hat“ 
tered ourſelves with enjoying ! 'Deax, moſt 
affecticnate Parent, thou art now ' Teapiny 
the fulneſs of j Joy, and bendeſt thy benign 
eyes on thy children, who are not 21880 
the ſweet conſolation of mingling their 
| tears for” "thy irreparable 1oſs. Oh, be thou 
our guardian angel —inſtruct us—gülde us 
through the devious path of life, chat ve 
may reach in one day that manſion of 
bliſs, where thou art now 1 with 
rigbtebus nen made n Amen." , 


0 C1 2 #4 744 


bs Am I now all the vo: to A Alfred? 
Oh, that 1 had one little ſpot of chat 
. globe 
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globe I could ſtrictly call my own to lead 
you to, where, by my faithful love and 
tender aſſiduities, I might repay you all 
your griefs, and huſh them into peace. 


1 congratulate Sir Robert N on the 
delight he muſt feel in having it in his 
power to be of ſervice to Alfred. It was 
kind and conſiderate. to take you from the 
ſcene of death. I am not however of opi- 
nion, that perſons do right in, e in 
flying from their qwellings on theſe mel an- 
choly occaſions ; but that houſe. will not 
be an abiding place for you; and the 
change « of place and objects will ſoon: r re- 
ſtore your tranquillity, than to fit brooding 
gyer;your ſorrows. If, .1 indeed, Jour. 'El- 
wina could be with you, we would ſit an 
indulge in all the luxury of grief, and vi- 
ſit che dear body, that was once informed by 
the gentleſt, the beſt. of ſouls. Oh, may 
but be endued with reſolution to follow 
her btight example] Patient, meek, and 
e charitable | in the ,moſt en- 


30. obo + . larged 


23 
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larged ſenſe ; religious, moral, and in- 
ſtructive— ſhe was a ſweet companion, and 
I had promiſed myſelf years of delight-in 
her ſociety ; but we are deprived of her; 
ſhe is bleſſed for ever. 


My Alfred, we muſt mourn ; but do not 
let us grieve like thoſe without: hope. She 
is now rewarded for all her ſufferings, and 
they were many. My Alfred was the only 
cordial drop that Heaven ordained to be 
mixed with her bitter potion. Her ſove 
for you ſurpaſſed moſt mothers love 3 your 
duteous affection for her was equally ex- 
emplary, and muſt convey - the ſincereſt 
conſolation to your excellent heart. Write 
to me conſtantly. I am ſure it will com- 

municate eaſe to your mind, and I have 
no other comfort than the hope of ſeeing 
the peace of my Alfred re-eſtabliſhed. -Hea- 
ven, that permitted the ſtroke, will heal the 
wound. My ſympathizing heart re- echoes 
your ſighs, and my eyes are half blinded 
with the tears of duty, love, and tender 

BY affection. 
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Affection. All now centre in you. Be 
careful of your health, which is ſo unut- 
terably dear to your 


E IL WIN A. 


LETTER LXXIH. 


& en To ELWINA., 

H AT a balm to my wounded 
mind was my Elwina's dear letter 
-Yet I Ae have anticipated all ſhe ſaid, 
knowing her affection as I have the happi- 
neſs of doing.-Yes, my beloved, I will 
look up to the bliſsful ſtate of my almoſt- 
-adored mother, and in contemplation of 
her endleſs felicity forget my own ſuffer- 
ings---ſufferings which my Ebvioa ſhares 
with me. | 


Sir Robert is the kindeſt of friends; he 
has taken every care off my hands, and 
| leaves 
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leayes me as much alone as I with to: he. 
All the trouble ſo neceſſary on cheſe non 
ful occaſions, and which: thoſe ſo imme- 
diately, concerned are vakit for, he has 
executed with the utmoſt generoſty and 
goodneſs. Fe tells me he 10wes me more 
than theſe trifling ſervices can repay. 


F e my 3 this 0 no — 

place for me. Even bleſt with my Elwina, 

the melancholy walls would repeatedly tell 

me what I have loſt ; and it would be too 

. expenſive, and too far from a to/ſuit me 
in any _ 


8 PR a aids of 6 _ WP W 
dearh to Mr. Nelſon, who ꝓaid the annuity. 
He has | behaved with great liberality 
and ene having incloſed an hundred 
pound bank note in a letter of- condolence. 
The half year would have been due, had 
ſhe ſurviyed till Midiummer-gay 3 and it 
was very conſiderate, knowing the narrow 
neſs of my finances, and the conſegueat 
FS expences 
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than ſhould" iticur: I am fifrounded 
with kind friends; for Sir Robert will not 
allow mie to ſee a bill that has not a receipt 
to it; and yet he does it in a trianner that 
adds not to the weight of ſorrow,” which, 
my Elwina; I muſt ure SURE 


3 * 
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Mrs. M 's ſervant told me he ſaw 
you in mourning. My deareſt love, how 
much I am indebted to you for this evi- 
dent me of ue eue Mam 211; 
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Win . me We str of accepting 
my (why do I not adopt your ſweet ex- 


4 * 
43 


preſſion our?) dear mother's gold watch? 
It is of value, and was given her by her ever- 
mana d bur as Gon ut chey married. 
Oh, would to Heaven T had the fame 


right to beſtow it on ydu Will not your 
good parents ſoon conſent to an event that 
is now more than ever neceſſary to my hap- 
pineſs ? Does your brother ſtill hold his 
_ purpoſe of going to Spa? and may we not 
"Toru Ang that Fey that every ad- 

449. f verſe 5 
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verſe obſtacle will blrGmbridl? AER! "my 
ſweet git}; How has the caſtulatibn you malle 
of our annual income been cruelly abridged! 
Surely my diftrefles on that account will not 
be increaſed by any further objections and 
delays in your family. My Elwina, I feel 
the diminution of happineſs ſo extreme by 
the loſs of my dear mother, that I am 
doubly anxious to ſecure what remains with 
you. I will not give way to the gloomy 
melancholy, which, in, ſpite of reaſon, 
overwhelms me. I will not moarn like ane 
without hope. But till I can call you mine, 
irrevocably mine, no peace or comſont will 
viſit my ſad preſaging heart. | 
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1 will ſoon: ſee my beloved; and I will 
bring my dear mother's legacy with me. 
It was her own requeſt that you ſhould have 
it. You remember the picture which hung 
to it? Thad one of my mother, and ſhall 

have them both ſer together. I had a 


We taken ſome FI ago, at her de- 
n | fire: 3 
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fire; and chat, L-ſhall take, the; diheny of 


| faſtening to the chains, ,Oh, When ſhall | 


be bound in the chain of wedlock to my 


5 beloyed Elwina nt bliſsful, and per. 


manent chain |_|. LET 8 4+ DISS 9c 
I truſt our 9 and tender Maria is as 


much with my gentle love as poſſible, and 
kindly dries-your tears, or ſym pathizes wi with 


you. Tell her how much my grateful 


heart thanks her. Tour own dear mother 


too, 1 doubt not, ſpeaks comfortable 


things to her ſweet daughter. Her endea- 
vours may help to heal our ſorrows, by al- 


lowing us the free participation of them 


* 


in each other's ſoeſety. n bars 


Shall I ſay, my love, 1 9 expected 
an invitation b But I ſhall not wait for it. 
Where can hope for a relief from my dif- 
treſſes, but in the conſolation, beſtowed on 
06 bY. my heart s treaſure "I 

os nh _ Thurſday. 

17 4 Robert 1 has, chis moment, 

even forced upon me an enſigney in the 


— 


- 4 & * 
F „ 
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— regiment of foot. My Elwina, 
what do you fay to it? Till I know what 
effect it will have on you, I hardly can 
tell whether to rejoice or be ſorry for this 
mark of his kind, regard. On you de- 
pends every thing. Yet, as my name is 
now enrolled in the king's ſervice, how ſhall 
I be able to retract? I now ſhall not dare 
to approach you, till I have had a letter 
from my beloved. At leaſt I have now 
/ome profeſſion, though it is late to begin 
2 freſh ſchool at the age of twenty-four. 
My brain feels all confuſion. Till 1 hear 
from you it will not be ſettled. In all 
fituations I am faithfully yours,  _ 


ALFRED. 


” — 
ä 


1 ä * 
„ 4 


LETTER LXXIV. 


i To ar. 


FE AR, Alfred, my letter will not 
have the charm of compoling your 


con- 
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confuſed brain. I muſt ay, the - at. 
ter part of yours has completely deranged 
mine. Alfred i is a ſoldier, and how do I 
feel on the occaſion ? This is a queſtion 
your Elwina has put to herſelf an hundred 
times, hardly knowing what - anſwer to 
make to it. I have ever determined in the 
article of profeſſion to leave you unbiaſſed, 
and itö be ſatisfied with whatever you 
ſhould chooſe. This of arms has, I 
know, ever been a favourite one with you. 


It is a life of enterprize and activity, and 
as ſuch ſuits the vivacity of your ſpirit, 


which I have long ſeen languiſhing for 
want of employment. It is an honourable 


profeſſion, and at this time your country 


more ee calls for the exertion of 


1 hatten - myſelf, my dear Alfred, I have 
now, in taking your: ſide of the queſtion, 
advanced as much in its favour as you could 
wiſh or expect. And what have I to op- 


pole to all this? Alas! only a weak . 
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man's fears, that will ſometimes, in defi- 
ance of her reaſon, take the lead. Oh! 
think not then of me! While T ſee you 
happy and ſatisfied, I will not breathe the 
gentleſt wiſn, that you had choſen a leſs 
hazardous, though more obſcure, life. I 
never could know a moment's eaſe, unleſs 
I ſaw. you happy 3 and, in whatever ſta- 
tion you are in, I am yours eternally. I 
never loved you with a ſelfiſh love. Your 


honour, your Adyantage were ever dear to 
me. Nor ſhould my voice condemn you 
to a life of inglorious eaſe. for the world. 
It would poiſon all my delights. Oh! 


may the laurel adorn thy. brows, and the 
nrg of vifory, cheer thy. 1 heart! 


10 3301. moin es 213} OG 3 AT 


„ with, 8 my mother 8 Acqui= 
chan followed your choice as freely as 
mine does. 8 Is am ſorry. to, fay,, the ; is not 


Ys 


pleaſed at your; becoming 2 ſoldier. She 
has a terrible notion of. red- coats and 
cockades: but I hope ſhe will be able to 
diſcriminate; and then the reſult muſt be in 

| favour 
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favour of Alfred. Surely he is not changed 
with tke colour of his clothes. “ You 
ce might, the ſays, * as well have ac: 
« cepted of a'curacy for the preſent ; your 
tt jncome could not have been leſs than 
te an enſigney: and in the clerical line 
U they might have been able t. de fee. 
ching for you; but in the” Ry" we 
15 . err, N 1 | 


U 1 74 1 * * 4 41 Hs , 1 3 
: . 3 4 * 14 Sy & * 
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” This is talking e y the 2 50 
For] you know when we made your Profe- 
fion the ſubje& of converſation, both my 
father and mother exclaimed againft the 
church, as there was no likelihood of riſ- 
ing in ic without purchaſing, which would 
not produce common intereſt for your 
money. However, 1 hope the will ſoon 


be reconciled to the idea of ſeeing her 


daughter the wife of an officer; for none 
but Alfred, in whatever ſtate he may be, 
tal e ever” be the  huſbatid'o of Elwina, 1 


6 „ 7; 
9 
4 * 
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This intereſting ſubje& has engroſſed 
me ſo much, that I was near cloſing up my 
letter without taking notice of any other 
part of yours. My beloved Alfred, I 
ſhall accept and treaſure up the legacy of 
our angel mother. Received from your 
dear hand, it will be ſtamped with double 
value, I wiſh above all things to ſee 
you; my tears will be leſs bicter, when 
united with yours. Adieu. nn 


ELWINA. 
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Am happy to tell you, my mother does 
not think you quite ſo formidable as 
ſhe apprehended, and commends . your 
modeſty in not paying your firſt viſit 4 la 
militaire; though, woman; like, you will 
ſay, ſhe wonders how your ſoldier” 8 garb 
becomes you. 
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I ſhall find no other fault with the pro- 
feſſion, than that I foreſee I ſhall have much 


leſs of Alfred's company. You are no 
longer maſter of your own time. The du- 


ties and neceſſary employments of your 
new life will engage you too much to leave 


you leiſure to trip frequently to H. 


But to this T muſt and will ſubmit with all 


the grace in the world, and with the mag- 
nanimity of a woman who means to follow 


the drum. 
And whenever it beats Tl be ready, 


** Pp 


1 have a degree of martial ſpirit about 


me, and had 1 been a man, would moſt cer- 


tainly have choſen the navy or army. I 
1 off 


Sp 
f 


When do you join the regitnent? I hear 


it is encamped i in Hyde Park. Oh, what 


a martial age is this! Nothing but gun 


3 going forward. Every haberdaſher 


uſt now trail a pike, or at leaſt learn the 


| manual exerciſe, 


FOR, FATHE RS. 11 


rn 


Finchley: ra camp 00 1 e you 
ſhe ſaid, „It would have been very con- 
« yenient for Alfred, if his regiment, had 
« been fixed there.” 1 really could not 
ſay I ſhould have diſliked ſuch an arrange- 
ment ; and was not a little pleaſed to find 
her become a convert to the cauſe. But 
verſatility is not confined to my father 
alone. Yet I will not complain, ſince it 
ſometimes operates in our favour, 


I ſhall be glad to hear the dilagreeable 
buſineſs of ſwearing againſt thoſe unhappy 
wretches the rioters, is well over; and as 
you prevented the miſchief from being 
perpetrated, I hope they will eſcape with 
leſs than the loſs of their lives. Enough 
have, and are likely to loſe theirs, in con- 
ſequence of their raſhneſs. 


How will the ſurvivors execrate their 
leader, if he ſhould get off! I {till feel 
the utmoſt indignation againſt him, as the 

prime 
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prime cauſe of tlie dreadful miſchief and 
confuſion. And yet, perhaps but for this 


you would never have been en train to be 


N a generaliſſimo. 


Adieu , my deareſt friend and beſt loyed. 
Tours for ever, 


EL WIN. 


rn LAY 
ALFRED T 0 EIn. 


Y Elwina may indeed ſee [eſs of her 

VI Alfred, for ſome time— but, < thou 

« art with me, wherever I go ' in the 

field, in the camp; for ever you are in my 

heart, and it wiſhes to beat no longer than 
We? it is yours. 


J have given up the 1 of going to 
Lochie's academy, to learn military tac- 


tics. I really think I ſhould look too ri- 
diculous, to be in a ſchool with a parcel 


of 
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of boys, like Gulliver learning the Lilli- 
putian exerciſe. I have got ſome very 
good books on the ſubject, and an excel- 
lent old ſergeant, who will teach me to 
march, wheel, ſhoulder, and fire, with' the 
beſt, of them. Indeed there is -not. much 
for a man to learn who has had the edu- 
cation of a gentleman, in order to make a 
ſoldier. Thank Heaven I have a conſtitu- 
tional kind of courage, and at the ſame 
time am very cool. So I hope if I do not 
arrive at being generaliſimo, I ſhall not 
_ difgrace the corps as a ſubaltern, 


1 ſhall not join, till after the trial of the 
delinquents—and I own, now my wrath 
is a little abated, I ſhall be better pleaſed 
to find they have not tranſgreſſed the laws 
ſo much as to preclude them from mercy. 
J intend to propoſe, as they are good ſtout 
lads, that they ſhould offer themſelves to 
ſerve in the army or. navy, that their coun- 
try may be benefited by the ſtrength they 
were ſo improperly ufing againſt her. 

6 | 2: 7 


-' You-have the advantage of me have 
not yet ſeen a camp, though they are now 
ſo thickly ſown in and about town. - But 
my time is fully taken up, and ſo it will 
for ſome time, as 1 ſhall not like to ex- 
hibit till 1 am pretty tolerably verſed in 
the buſineſs, for fear of getting ſent back 
to the drill ſergeant, having no ambition 
to figure 1 in 1 the Wen hg 


KY mid I had 7 ins backs on mi- 
V ſubjects and as my library is too 
voluminous for a ſoldier, I have exchanged 
ſome, which now will be of little uſe to 
me, for ſuch: as my profeſſion makes ne- 
ceſſary. Indeed I have ſold a great many, 
as I had ſeveral double ſets, which I found 
when I got them all together; and I have 
picked out a few, which I ſhall beg of 
you to take care of for me. I have no pro- 
perty in which you have not atleaſt an equal 
ſhare; ſo you may as well take theſe: books 
for better and for worſe. Oh! my loved 
angel, when ſhall I be permitted to take 

Ty you 


you on thoſe terms? That event would be 
6 crowning my brows with laurels indeed, 
ee and cheering my heart, my enrapture 
ce heart, with the triumph of victory,” 
Elwina, in all ſituations 1 am nw 2 4 


eternally yours, ? 


— — 1 ESI — — . 
LETTER LXXVIL 
8 | To the fame, 


HE trials are over, my dear Elwina ; 
the ſentence was five years labour on 
the te But I begged hard for them, | 
and at laſt have obtained my wiſn— they 
are to be ſent to the Savoy, to be initiated 
in the duties of a ſoldier's life, and to be 
entered in the regiment I belong to. The 
Poor fellows feemed ſo ſenſible of their 
errors, and ſo penitent, that I feel doubly 
happy at the lenity of the judge. And 
now they may repair their miſchiefs, by ex- 
Vor. II. 8 erting 
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erting their ſtrength- againſt the foes of 
their country, inſtead of committing depre- 
dations on it. 


l can never enough expreſs my gratitude 
to Sir Robert B-— ; he has behaved with 
180 kindneſs of a father to me, and ſup- 

lies, as well as he can, the dear parent I 
have loſt, and ſhall ever lament. He tells 
me, whenever I wiſh to purchaſe, only to 
give him an opportunity of ſerving me. So 
that there is really a chance of your being 
one day the captain's lady. I ſhall live in 
as ſaving a manner as I can, not to injure 
| the reputation of the corps; but indeed 
they are a ſet of very well diſpoſed young 
men; and the regulations for the meſs are 
ſo well planned, we cannot go beyond a 
certain expence, I eat as well as my colo- 
nel, and only pay in Proportion to my 
commiſſion. Every guinea I can lay by 
will add to the general ftock, and at leaſt 
ſhorten the e of « our _—_— a 


day or two. 
ET I thall 
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I ſhall be able to paſs a couple of hours 
with you next Thurſday, and Sir Robert 
has inſiſted on my ſending to his {table for 
a horſe; which indulgence you may be . 
aſſured I ſhall avail myſelf of, as it will 
bring me ſo much ſooner 70 her, in whoſe 
- preſence alone 1 am bleſt. 


Your mother ſhall ſee how my hat is 
improved by a piece of black ribben in 
the loop; but I cannot ride on horſeback 
with a regimental coat; it looks too much 
like filly parade. However, I truſt ſhe will 

give her opinion on the camp in Hyde 
Park; moſt people like that in St. James's 
beſt, but 1 think it looks too »confined. 
The Petite camp in the Muſeum Gardens 

Teems to bear the bell. I hear it is much 


admired, becauſe it looks like a ſcene 3 in 


a play. A great recommendation to a 
camp truly! Oh! it is a fine time for the 
maſters and miſſes! V ou would be ſurpriſed 
to ſee the crowds that flock every day, and all 
the day, to ſee theſe raree ſhews. Vauxhall 
„ . | and 


th THE” SEROUL 
and Ranelagh are almoſt deſerted ; or at 
leaſt, no one thinks of going there till the 
camp's entertainment is over. You mult 
come, — and I hope Maria will be of the 
party. Indeed not to make the tour of the 
camps, is really to be quite out of the 
world, and ſufficient to make you be look- 
ed on as an odd body, that nobody knows, 


—— .1w. AR CP 


| Beſides, I have the hope of making your 

F good mother quite a convert to the charms 

| b- a TY fe which, of the by, we 
1 fancy, from what we oe Here. 8 
1 am prepared for its hardſhips, and feel 
myſelf equal to every thing, but the loſs 
of my Elwina ; while bleſt with her, all 
ils would be trifling. Adieu, my ever 
loved Elwina. 


I am faithfully yours, 
A LFRE D. 
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I. E HT RR. LXXVIII. 
Ex INA TO ALFRED. 


7 8 was really a political manceuvre of 

yours to get my mother to camp; ſhe 
declares the was never ſo well pleaſed. i in 
her life; and protefis if it had been the 
firſt time of ſeeing you, and I had not 
ſurrendered my heart, ſhe ſhould have 
thought me the moſt, inſenſible of beings. 
Neyer did. ſhe fee. ; any one look fo bril- 
liantly handſome : as, you did. And I muſt 
on my own part acknowledge, that I could 
not but remark to myſelf, that your head 
al together looked infinitely better than it 
would have done with a tight round curl, 
and a roſe in your þ fue Your clegant ſhape 
is ſeen to advantage now, which vould 
have been loſt i in a . gown. and caſſock. I 
am not uſed to flatter; and indeed ſome- 
times I think IJ am too backward i in giving. 
praiſe where f it is que. But ! muſt ſay, I 


G 3 never 
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never ſaw you look ſo well as yeſter- 


day——You did in truth look exquiſitely 
handſome, particularly when you put on 
your hat; it ſhewed you in 4 different 

character to what I had ever ſeen you. 
Oh, how you rivalled your picture ! E Do 
you know, I think that portrait wants ani- 
mation—and I have a great mind to deſire 


you ta ſit again. A good way that of lay- 


ing up guineas to be . But J am not 
ſatisfied with this, and 1 will have i it drawn 
when I am preſens; ſo Prepare yourſelf: 1 


you know the expence of mounting will be 5 


ſaved, as the ſame will do. I have told my 
mother this moment of my deſign, and ſne 


approves of it ſo much, that ſhe iofiſts on. ; 


being at the whole EXPENCE. | 1 vou have, 


only to inquire which is the beſt painter, 


and ſet your ſweet features i in order. THe 


Lis {+ — 
* 


My mother, Maria, and myſelf intend 


going to won on Monday; if you can 
N ſpare an hour or two, we will call for you 
a at Jeffery s in Pall Mall—as he ſhall re. 


ſet 
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fer the reſemblance of the moſt amiable 
(which is better than ſaying the hand- 
ſomeſt) of men. You can certainly have 
leave of abſence for a few hours; and 


t hope you will make the beſt uſe of yours 


time, to examine which of the painters - 
you think moſt likely to ſucceed—and then 
when we meet, let us know where we are 
to go. I muſt have the likeneſs well done 
—if poſſible like that which is ſtamped by 
the hand of love, in the faithful boſom of 
your own ine 6 het 

ELWINA.. 


LETTER IXXIL. 
ALFRED To Ew. 


EVER has the heart of Alfred ; 
known ſo much true delight as in 
this laſt happy week. Oh, how rich is my 
memory ſtored with the charming recollec- 

„ tion 
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tion of the bliſsful, thrice bliſsful hours— 
nay, whole days, I have paſfed with you! 


Jo fee your father and mother reconciled 

to the ſteps I have taken to advance my 
ſortunes; oh, what ſatisfaction it has af- 
forded me! 


| I have the good fortune, too, to be very 
much in favour with my colonel ; and he 

propheſies great things for the young ſol- 
dier, when he has ſeen a little more of ſer- 
vice. My Elwina; what ſhall I not atchieve 
when I have fo glorious a reward in view, 
as the poſſeſſion of all that elegant deſire 
and tender affection can wiſh, for. in wo- 
man! all which I ſhall poſſeſs in my loved 
Elwina, more dear as more the. 1 is known. 


"Kiek 1 me hogs: no envious: Fey will 
now interfere. to rob me of felicity——a 
felicity which muſt be permanent when 
' Inſured by ſuch excellence as yours. 


. 


And 
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And will you give me your beauteous 
portrait? Oh, how ſhall I adore the image 
of my beloyed ! how talk to it, how preſs 
it to my boſom and lips, nor expect to be 
chidden, as my ſometimes too rigid Elwina 
is apt to do. Yet pardon. me, my love, I 
know you act with delicate propriety, and 
my reaſon, can never condemn you, though 
my affection often languiſhes for a return 
of tenderneſs. That you love me I know; ] 
it 15 the delight, the bliſs of my life to 
think ſo; but there is a maiden coyneſs in 
all your actions, that ſometimes gives you 
an air of coldneſs, which I do not think 
altogether in your heart; as your letters, 
written immediately. from that heart, glow 
with an affection, warm, though not ſo 
impetuous as mine, But perhaps----and 
you may be right, a little diſtance on your 
ſide may be neceſſary, to check the ardour 
which is apt to expreſs itſelf 99 ry 
wen my heart beats i nts 
What faltring, trembling, old 
— would but cannot tell. 
1 


breath when you ſnatched your dear face 
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But why do you turn away your fovidy 
eyes from my impaffioned glances ? And 
why did my beloved, when I would have 
ſtolen a tender kifs the laft evening, why 


did ſhe difappoint me ? Truſt me, I hardly 


cloſed my eyes the whole night; and the 
mortification was the more ſenfibly felt, as 
J was obliged to fer off at ſo early an hour, 


that I had no chance of feeing you. T had | 


really planned that little manceuvre to ob- 
tain a heavenly kifs from your lovely lips, 
and it was too cruel to refuſe me when on 
the point of ſucceeding. I felt your balmy 


from me; and the kiſs was loſt for ever: 
I ſhall never forget it, nor ſhall 1 forgive 
you, if you do not make me large amends 
next time we meet. I will not let you off 


| without paying intereft. You muſt allow 


it was practiſing on my ſenſibility too ſe- 


verely, to admit me to the gate of heaven, 
only to cloſe it upon me at the inſtant; 


and I dare ſay, if Maria had been preſent, 
ſhe would have Po it againſt you, as 


— 


ufurping 
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_ vſurping a too tyrannic power over your 
ſlave. 


I ſhall expect ſome conceſſion in my 
favour when next I have the happineſs of a 
ſetter from your dear hand; and, my ſweet _ 
girl, do k remember, that I have never pre- 
ſumed on any inſtance of indulgence you 
have thouglit me worthy of receiving 
nor will J ever You may truſt me at 


| all times; I never have for one moment 


loſt ſight of my reſpect and veneration, a8 
well as love, which I believe is more frny 
fixed than ever man's was on a lovely woman. 
I know you pretend to ſay your affection 
is ſuperior to mine; but J believe you not. 
I know my inferiority to you and there- 
fore the object being leſs deſerving, can- 
not inſpire fo much tenderneſs as I feel 
for you, who are ſuperior to every other 
being in the world, in the ** and heart 


of 1: as 
ALF RE D. 


Gs e 1 
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LETTER IXXX. 
EIA TO Arpaz. 


HAVE rather an idea that I am 2 

little favourite too with your colonel-— 
no impediment to your advancement you 
know---on the contrary, it is in your fa- 
vour, as a handſome wife or ſiſter often- 
times ſecures promotion. I affure you he 
jaid fome very gallant things to me when 
we walked together: to the coach. I think 
him a very pleaſant agreeable man; and 
if you continue at all refractory in my ſer- 
vice, I ſhall lodge my complaint with him, 


As to the affair of the kifs rejected, I 
hardly know what to ſay to it; it was the 
effect of a moment, and rather fooliſh on 
both ſides---I know not which was in fault, 
and we will ſettle it when we meet, I ee 
55 to- our mutual ſatisfaction; ; we will not fall 
out about ſuch a trifle neither. As you 
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ſay, if Maria had been by, ſhe would have 
given it againſt me; and I will juſt whiſ⸗ 
per very ſoftly in your ear, that perhaps L 
ſhould not have been ſo. ſcrupulous in her 
preſence. A third perſon. is a ſanction. to 
a delicate minded woman; and I have felt 

the force of it a thouſand times for I can 
talk and a& with fifty times the freedom 
to you before her, or indeed any third 
perſon, than when we are alone. I know 
not whether you have made the obſer- 
vation. It will not be always ſo I ſuppoſe 

I cannot tell. 


1 agree with you, that few: weeks ever 

_ paſſed more happily fince that diſtinction 
of time was invented, than the laſt. Why 
mould not each ſucceeding year of our 
lives be ſpent in the ſame way, giving and 
receiving proofs of the moſt faithful af- 
fection? In ſuch a manner 


As angels might behold, or virgins tell. 


re 
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Yes, Alfred, while memory holds its ſeat 
in my brain, I ſhall retrace with delight 
thoſe bliſsful hours I wore away with you. 
Fou left me, and, as you thought, too early. 
in the morning to expect to ſee me. Why 
did you take that idea into your head? I. 
hoped you would have juſt tapped at my: 
door, and I ſhould have followed you into 
the drawing room in a moment, for I wag 
up and dreſſed, perhaps before you had 
opened your eyes. Did you think I loſt 
in dull ſleep the laſt. night that Alfred was 
to be our gueſt? Thank. Heaven I am 
not quite ſo ſtupid. I waited, not without 
the flutter of expectation that you would 
ſteal away without ſaying good: morning 
| to you.” At laſt the clock ſtruek ſix, and 
| J ventured forth, becoming then appre= 
| henſtve you would be too late for muſter. 
1a one of the houſemaids,. and. on my 
| 
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aſking her if you had been called, ſhe ſent 
me back to my room, with ſomething very 
| like a ſigh, by telling me, you had Been 
| gone almoſt an hour. Sure my good genius 
Hy Aci, 
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ſept, though I was waking, Adieu, my 
on: Alfred. Jam moſt truly yours, 
EL WI N A. 


„„ 


LETTER ILIXXXI. 
20 the ſame: 4 


WISH I had better news for you, 
L my dear Alfred - my brother is return- 
ed from his excurſion, and the firſt words 
he ſaid to me were, © You are quite de- 
« lighted, no doubt, with the idea of a 
« ſcarlet. coat and cockade - to carry the 
« knapſack will ſuit your delicate notians ; | 
« and to follow the camp, will not fatigue 
« your fine limbs. Your prudent choice 
« is now decidedly a proper one. Your 
*« lover has the privilege of ſtarving ac- 
« cording to act of dene. and the 
« laws of his country. | 


I looked on al this ah too low to 
5 be 


s 
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be anſwered, and therefore J ſat like the 
ſtatue of «© patience on a manument;” but 
J believe my ſmile was rather a contemp- 
tuous one, which was not quite in cha- 


Tater, He then began on my father and 


mother, for their ſhameful indulgence to a 


paſſion which ought to have been ſtifled in 
its birth---an attachment productive of no- 


thing but poverty and beggary. When 
my mother ſpoke (which, Heaven bleſs 


her, ſhe did moſt nobly) of your worth and 


character, « Let him carry his virtues into 


cc any other family,” ſaid he, and 1 will 
« allow them as much weight as you do 


ec but you all know T had other views for 


56 the girl; ſhe knew it hefſeIf----views 
„which would have raiſed us to grandeur, 


ce not deprefſed us to poverty, and diſ- 
« united the family. bs 


7 


"T9," 1: replied, cc I do Pay ſee 


te what were your views; but they corre- 


<« ſponded not with my inclination, and 


2 therefore I rejected them. 1 had. my 


« father's 
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ec father s ſanction for what 1 18 A 

« and to him I will ſubmit in all things 

e to him I owe obedience, and to him 
cc alone.” 


This ſpeech, to be ſure, was not likely 
to ſoften matters much; and he muttered 
to himſelf, he ſhould find a way to make 
me obedient to others, or he was muctr 
miſtaken. But I care not; he cannot al- 
ter my mind with regard to its ſentiments 
for you nor do I think he will be able to 
prevail on my father to forego his late re- 
ſolution. I am certain he never need know 
of my father's kind intention of making an 
addition to my fortune; and my views in 
life are really ſo free from ambition, that 
what would content you, would bo af- 
fluence to me. 


I hope to Heaven this turbulent brother 
will not ſtay long with us. ButT intreat 
you, for my ſake, not to come hither till I 


apprize you of his departure. I ſee he is 
diſpoſed 
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diſpoſed to quarrel with you, and nothing 
would ſo nearly diſturb my peace for ever 
as ſuch an event. Therefore, my dear and 


faithfully beloved Alfred, keep your tem- 


per if you ever ſhould meet, for the ſake 
of your 


ELWINA, 


LETTER LXXXII. 


Auer To ELwINA, : 


AVE I not. t cauſe, my deareſt El- | 
1 wina, to complain of the hardneſs 
of my fate? And to what farther ills may 
I not be expoſed, by being doubly wounded 

through your ſide? I begin to fear I have 
paid a too implicit obedience to your fa- 
ther, whom I reſpected as if he had been 


my. own. Will then the honour and faith 


I repoſed in his, be ſo cruelly abuſed ? You 
ay, my love, you hope your brother will. 


not be he to effect his purpoſe. Too 
_ ſurely 
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furely he has, or your father would have 
taken pains to quiet your mind, by freſh 
aſſurances ; and you would have caſed my 
aching heart by communicating them to 
me. Yes, this proud fenator has gained 
his cauſe<--I ſee it plainly. How ſhall I 
then repent my raſh vow, never to receive 
the hand of Elwina, but as the gift of 
her father! He 1s your father, Elwina, 
and Heaven and you can witneſs, I never 
breathed a wiſh that you ſhould act other- 
wiſe than became the moſt duteous of 
daughters. But let the ſcornful heir of th the 
family beware how he rouſes a ſpirit un- 
uſed to give or receive injuries. Tamely 
I will never receive them. I have fre- 
quently remarked his averted eye, and ſus 
percilious air; but which I never hinted 
before, leſt I ſhould give my Elwina pain. 
He is unworthy the name of brother - 
unworthy the kind conſideration with which 
you ſo induſtriouſiy ſought. to make me 
believe he treated me with more civility 


thap any one elſe, who had not a title, or 
ſome 


— 
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ſome ſuch triding, empty advantage over a 
man of honour. For your. ſake, my Elwina, 
J have been deaf as well as blind; but he 
ſhall never find me inſenſible of injuries, 
or contemptuous treatment. I have borne 
a great deal, which I hoped you did not 
ſee, and which my affectien for you kept 
me ſilent under. I will ſtill bear as much 
as a man ought to bear, becauſe he is the 
ſon of my Elwina's parents. But you would 
deſpiſe me, as 1,0ught to he deſpiſedꝭ if I 
ſhould put up with. inſult; which plainly 
fe: he means te uſe towards me, from the 
ſentiments — to utter TOS | 


* 


The e Mandy offered me N a on- 
h brother of the ſweeteſt of ' women, 
las had its uſe, ſince ir has awalkened a 
ſpirit, which perhaps from its lying dor- 
mant, he little thought I poſſeſſed; but 
fer him again, I fay ie, 1 ler him beware 
kindling i it to a fame! BE ok ue 


* 


Be aſſured; 8 beſt, my any OT" 
feel 
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feel the utmoſt tranſport in believing you 
will never be another's. J am as confident 
in your truth, as I am of my'own exiſtence. 
All my apprehenſions reſult from the dread 
of what you may ſuffer 1 in perſecutions from 
thoſe of your family whom I have been 
ſo unfortunate as to offend, without 
knowing how. But will your dear mother 
give up the intereſt ſhe promiſed us? Will 
your father falſify his word, given as ſa- 
credly as mine to him? Oh, my Elwina, 
is it not dangerous ſophiſtry to ſay, his 
breach will Abſolve me? Alas! T fear it 
is; and what would be the conſequence of 
ſuch doctriae? Perhaps everlaſting repro- 
bation from your family. Gbetk God! 
what a fate is ours! I hope I am antici- 
pating an evil, that Heaven, in pity to our 
conſtant affection, will avert. But your 
letter has added ſharp points to the arrow 
that has already wounded my heart. You 
have ſuffered more, my Elwina, I am con- 
vinced you have, than you have allowed 
pyourſelf to expreſs. What has che inſolent 
throw Clodio 


142 THE SCHOOL 


Clodio dared to doi ? My ſoul is all up in 
arms, when I refle& on his invidious ſneers 
and taunts to the lovelieſt, beſt of women. 
Am I not your protector; and ſhall I ſtand 
coldly by and ſee ſuch excellence ill-uſed? 

Oh, no Elwina—]I . muſt be deprived of 
ftrength, of ſenſe, of every ſentiment of 
honour and feeling, ,ere I could betray ſo 
much Hove. a” 


+» ALE 


2 Let I wil be AE 8 there 27 
| [ be no occaſion to ſhew my reſentment. 
3 Though he is not a man to my taſte, 
Vvoould for your ſake court his acquaintance, 
But then let him treat me as I am entitled | 
by birth, like a gentleman—not like a baſe 
beggar, who would meanly ſteal the trea- 
ſure that had been refuſed to my intreaty. 
Why did our wayward fortune fend Clodio 
in the way ſo ſoon? And why is your fa- 
ther a mere machine, to be wound up, or 
ſtopped, juſt as that brother pleaſes? Why 
will he not have an opinion of his own, 


and Se way to che tranſport his heart 
ö would 


4, 


yours 
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would feel in making my charming Elwina 
happy, with the man that adores her ? 


Excuſe me, my Elwina, if I diſobey you 
I will come to ſee you. It would look 
ES 3 
very ſtrange in me, after the reception and 
invitations I have ſo lately received, not 


to viſit at your houſe. They then might 
have ſome plea againſt me.— ] aſk not 


when your brother will be from home 
will neither ſeek or avoid him ; nor will 
I quarrel with him if I can help it. Theſe 
conceſſions, my Elwina, I will make to you 
— but expect no more; I would ſooner die 
—or, what is infinitely worſe than death, 
loſe all chance of being united to yqu, 
who are dearer to me than any thing but 
honour, rather than be guilty of meanneſs 
to him, or any man in the world. 


J am, with all truth and ſincerity, forever 
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f LETTER LXXXIII. 


Eva 10 Aurzzo. 


| H OW call I apologize to my ever 


amiable Alfred, how palliate the 


| ſtrange behaviour he met with yeſterday ? 
Alas! what is come to each branch of my 


family, and why will they urge me to wiſh 
we, had not been ſo ſcrupulouſly attentive 


to our part of the agreement, when they 


n o A ſo tyra y forgotten. theirs ? 


2 


I N is now quite changed by 


| my brother's arguments; and. Geclares, ſhe 
ſhall be, miſerable from the idea of my 


Marrying an officer. My father ſays, he 
was not intitled to give his conſent without 


the concurrence of his ſon—and he ſees 
occaſion for withdrawing it. His ſon1— 


Is then my happineſs and well-doing to 


depend on the capricious and unjuſt will 
of a haughty, imperious brother? Ab, my 


* : dear 
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dear Alfred, the reaſon of his pique 1s, 
beeauſe I refuſed the addreſſes of his friend 
his favourite, Sir Thomas K——, Had 
I been prevailed on to ſacrifice myſelf to 
him; a match languiſhed for by my brother 
would then perhaps have been accom- 
pliſned, between him and Lady Anne 

| T——; whoſe brother married Sir Tho- 
mas's ſiſter and I find he had promiſed to 
ule all his · intereſt to engage her: to con- 
ſent: the ſmallneſs of her fortune might 
have been an inducement on her fide | to 
mix her patrician blood with our Plebeian 
race. However, the baronet is not enough 
his friend to do him a kindneſs for nothing 


—and I was to be the purchaſe of his fa- 
vour. It is from this diſappointment my 


brother has become ſo much your enemy. 

But PII be revenged, and love yon better for 
it ; and nothing ſhall ever ſhake my fixed 
reſolve. The coldneſs of my father's be- 
haviour ſhocked me very much—and I 
had the courage, after you left us, to re- 


monſtrate againſt his cruelty, and even 
W. III. 2 dared 
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dared to ſay he was unjuſt. He was ex- 
tremely angry at my boldneſs—but, as TI 
always do for a little time, I brought him 
to hear reaſon; however, I am ſorry to 
ſay there is ſo much verſatility in his com- 
poſition, that he is turned by a ſtraw—and 
in five minutes my brother's haughty threats 


will do more, than an hour of y in- 
treaty. 


A repeat to you what I told you, I would 
die a thouſand deaths rather than you 
ſhould act meanly, or make any undue 
ſubmiſſion. 1 feel how much I am indebted 
to you for the forbearance you practiſed to 
my father. That to him was a mark of 
reſpect, which to my brother would have 
been an unmanly degradation. No, for 
my ſake you ſhall never be ſubject to in- 
ſult—I cannot bear the idea nothing is ſo 
. repugnant to my ſentiments. Your offer 
of keeping or reſigning your commiſſion, 
was ſurely conceſſion enough; and ought 
to have Veen more een attended to. 

| Surely 
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Surely 'tis I alone who am to experience 
the inconvenience of ſuch a ſituation, and 
not them. My brother has often declared 


he would ſee me fink under the poverty I 


have choſen, rather than extend an arm 


to ſave me. ls it thus they ſeek to weaken 


> I 


my attachment to the moſt amiable, moſt 
loved of men? Ah, how weak would be 


their ſtrongeſt efforts to effect ſuch a pur- 
pa! 


I told my father his word and honous 


once paſſed, could never be recalled ; and 


I was bound to act as if it was ſtill his will 
as much as it had been. I would not in- 
deed marry you without his conſent—but I 
could never forget that he had given it. 
He ſays that it was conditionally, I allow 
it—and have moſt religiouſly adhered 
to the conditions, He cannot make the 
leaſt objection either to your character 


or morals—and this acceptance of a com- 


miſſion is now held up, as the only thing 
which operates againſt you; when but a 
WS. > few 
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few months f. ince they ſeemed almoſt diſ- 


ſatisfied becauſe you could not find ſome- 
thing to do. 


My dear Alfred, we muſt have recourſe 
to our old ſupport, hope. Time may leſ- 
ſen the difficulties, and may bring us to- 
gether. I ſwear, on all my expectations 
of future happineſs, no time or circum- 
ſtances ſhall ever change my ſentiments 
for you. I rely on the ſtrength of your 
affection, as the greateſt comfort this world 
can afford me Either I ſhall be yours 
or none other's; as J have lived, ſo will If 


die, Nurs only 
E LWI N A. 


bE T-T-E'R” TAN. 
: ELWINA T0 Mara. | 
Y beloved friend, muſt J ever be 
doomed to lament the fickleneſs 


of my father's „ ? Sometimes 
he 
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he ſeems inclined to favour the affection 
of my amiable Alfred, and the next day he 
is more averſe to him than ever. This un- 
fortunate acceptance of a commiſſion is 
the only plea they can any of them hang 
a ſhadow of reaſon upon; and yet, how 
have they condemned him for not ſeeking 
ſome profeſſion ! They really almoſt wear 
out my patience, They are all againſt 
me; even my once kind mother is al- 
tered. I can no longer ſee my Alfred 
with pleaſure; I dread his having ſome 
croſs affront put upon him, which I am 
ſure his ſpirit would not ſubmit to; and 
ſhall hardly be ſurpriſed if his viſits. are 
forbidden. Was it not for our ſtrict 
adherence to rigid honour, we ſhould not 
now be lamenting each other's abſence. 
But why do I talk this wildly? I would 
rather die than ſubje& him to pecuniary 
difficulties. Oh! would to Heaven Sir 
Robert B- had never given him the 


fatal commiſſion! My mother declares, 
ſhe never would have reſted till ſhe had 
| M93 obtained 
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obtained her point; but now, ſhe ſays, 
ſhe will oppoſe, with all her influence, a 
marriage that can be productive of no- 


thing but miſery and diſtreſs. Why will 


ſhe perſiſt in arguing thus? Is he not the 
ſame tender, affectionate, amiable Alfred, 
he was? Can the colour of his coat change 

his ſentiments? Has he not tried various | 


means, and made various attempts, all 


fruitleſs ones, to advance his fortune? 
And why miſery and diſtreſs? J muſt run 
the chance of thouſands who marry men 
in the army. Oh, Maria, I would run 


any chance with my Alfred; yet I am not 


ſo ſilly as to think we can live without the 
means of ſubſiſtence; or would I brave my 

father's reprobation. My Alfred calls 
himſelf the viftim of @ curſe! Heaven 


ſhield me from ſuch an inheritance! No, 


J will ſtill perſiſt in acting right. I will 
adhere to my duty thus far; that I will 
not marry Alfred, without my father's con- 
ſent, or a proſpect of our living with ſome 


degree of credit. But 1 will never, no 


f never, 


— 


— 
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never, reſign him. Nothing ſhall ever pre- 
vail on me to promiſe. that I will not 
marry him at all, or that I will marry ano- 
ther. 5 Lg 


My unworthy brother ſpeaks of him in 
the moſt contemptible terms. I own 1 
dread to hear his name mentioned; and 
this morning I begged my mother would 
call another ſubject. We are all obſti- 
cc nate alike, I ſaid—* or, if that is too 
« free a declaration, all too ſteady. I de- 
ee ſpair of bringing my brother over to my 
* opinion, and I will die before he makes 
« me a convert to his. My father can 
no more depart from his word, with ho- 
ce nour, than I can. He once allowed of 
cc my engagement to the moſt amiable 
© man in the world, and he cannot retractt 
« from it. I am deſtined to Alfred with 
« his voice; and whatever influence my 
es brother may now aſſume, he cannot re- 
cc call the ſentence.” Bos = 


Hai = 


bi 
Y 
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All my hope is, that they may not meet 
any where by chance; if they ſhould, I 
dread the conſequence. I can rely on Alfred 


for never ſeeking; but I am likewiſe as 


certain he will never avoid him. Nei- 
ther will he give or receive an inſult. 
Oh! Heaven defend him from either! 
My mind is never one moment at eaſe ; I 
tremble leſt Alfred ſhould come when my 
turbulent brother is from home; and I 
am ſtill more terrified when that brother 
is in town, leſt they ſhould encounter each 


other, when 1 am not by to ſoften matters; 


I am ſure I could prevail on my. Alfred to 
bear any thing that was not derogatory to 
a man of honour ; his tender affection for 


me would oblige him to bear more from 


Clodio than any other man. But inſult 
and contemptuous language !-e—Oh! I 


could not myſelf ſupport the idea of the 


man I loved being thus groſsly treated. 


Indeed, my dear Maria, my ſituation is 


moſt truly a pitiable o one; and I know not 


when 
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when there is any probable chance of my 
caſe being better. I have no one to be- 
friend me; only you, my Maria, and my 
amiable Alfred. How dreadful to have 
all my own family unite againſt me] and 
for what offence in me? For being ſenſi- 
ble of the many perfections of one of the 
beſt of men, and the one, who but a few 
weeks before, both my father and mother 

declared they would give me to, in pre- 
ference to all others. Am I the only one 
of my race who is poſſeſſed of conſtancy of 
opinion? 8 


I muſt now leave off. I did intend 
coming to you this day, notwithſtanding 
the heat of the weather; but I am pre- 
vented. My mother told me we were to 
have company to dinner: and what do 
you think ſhe added ? < I wiſh, Elwina, you 
ce would lay aſide that dreſs. I do not 
ce like to ſee you in mourning,” I beg- 
ged to be excuſed: I could not in de- 
cency put it off. Nor could I help fſay- © 

Hs . ing, 


\ 
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ing, with a tear ſtarting into my eye, 
« You, madam, have given me ſufficient 
| © cauſe to have a mourning heart; 
ee why then may not my outward habit 
:« correſpond with the colour of my 
«c mind ' 


— 


1 now can tell you why my mother 
wiſhed me to appear in colours to-day ; 
the diſagreeable Sir Thomas K dined 
here; our odious cabinet dinners have be- 
gun again, 


I ſcarcely opened my lips during the 
Aiswer. He ſat next me, and took abun- 
dance of pains to render himſelf agreeable. 
In the deſſert there were melons; and he 
fancies no one cuts up a melon equal to 

himſelf. He offered me a piece; and, on 
my refuſing him (you know it is a fruit I 


never eat), he ſaid, he recollected J refuſed 
him laſt year. I looked at him, and as 


1 wiſhed to repay him ſome ſcorn for the 
6 „ 


* 
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ill-timed gallantry he had perſecyted me 
with the whole dinner time, I anſwered ; 
« am very ſteady in my taſte as well as 
« ſentiments ; what 1 have once refuſed; 
e never accept.” He plainly underſtood 
me, -and ſo did my brother, who ſeemed 
all attention to each word I uttered. I 
fancy but little that I ſaid pleaſed him. 
Thank Heaven, as there were no ladies, my 
mother made the motion for quitting the 
room very early. The bold Baronet at- 
tempted to take my hand, but I prevented 
him, and even longed to repel his free- 
dom leſs gently than I did. However, 
he whiſpered, *I ſhall beg a diſh of cof- 
« fee in the drawing-room before I go.” I 
bowed ſlightly. My mother called to me, 
for I wasreally tripping up to my own room. 
She had like wiſe noticed my reply to Sir 
Thomas, and chid me very unkindly I 
thought, ana I could not reſtrain my tears 
nor remonſtrances. My eyes ſtill ſhewed 
I had been weeping when Sir Thomas 
came up: I diſcovered a ſcheme in this 
„„ directly. 
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directly. He approached me with an air, 
he meant to be render, and with a ſoftened 
voice inquired to what cauſe my dejection 
was owing. I felt a ſtrong inclination to 
ſay, « Thou art the man!” My mother 
ſaid ſomething which too plainly proved 
we.had had an altercation. He begged 
he might be mediator.—I refuſed his in- 
terference—aſſuring him he had nothing 
to do between my mother and me. I 
rang for coffee, and kept the ſervant in the 
room till ſome gentlemen came in: and 
I prevented his coming near me, by plac- 
ing myſelf quite in the corner of the room, 
and the table being a pretty large one kept 

him off admirably. Nor would J ſuffer 

the ſervants to remove it when the tea and 
coffee were done with, as I called for my 
netting-box. My induſtry, and the work 
J was about, called forth many choice witt1- 
ciſms from the men: which, however, I 
am not going to treat you with: they were 
too much in the common-place ſtyle; ſuch 


F 25 nets to enfuare hearts, thief-nets, and a 
BA "thouſand 
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thouſand of theſe kind of nothings, that 
ſerve no other purpoſe, than to fatigue the 

hearers, and ſhew the white teeth of the 

ſpeakers. 


Oh, how happy was I when they were 


gone! And then I told my mother, I 


really could bear no more chiding this 
evening; and I haſted up to my pen, to 
_ relieve my anxious mind, by venting its 
ſorrows to my beloved Maria. 


Do come to-morrow, if you Can, or 
ſend to me to paſs the day with you. 
Jenny will carry this to you, and 1 ſhall 
bid her wait till you have peruſed it. 


It is full late to ſend her; but ſhe will 
get one of the gardeners to accompany 
her. She is now waiting. Adieu, my 
ever dear friend; I know your gentle 
heart feels moſt keenly the griefs of your 


EL WINA. 
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Fr. 
To the fame. 


H! my dear, dear friend, the evil 
I dreaded has in part fallen upon 
me ! I told you yeſterday all my fears, leſt 
Alfred, my dear Alfred, and my headſtrong 
brother ſhould meet, and a quarrel be the 
conſequence. Oh, Maria! I am juſt told 
that there has been a rencontre between 
my Alfred and Sir Thomas K=—, You 
may be certain, from the quarter I heard 
it, all the fault was Alfred's. I will not, 
cannot believe it: I am ſure the affront 
was firſt given to him, Thank Heaven 
(oh, on my knees have I offered my ac- 
knowledgments to Heaven), there is no 
miſchief on either fide. Even his adver- 
faries could not avoid doing him juſtice in 
his conduct during the duel. But this fa- 
tal buſineſs has made all matters worſe. 


My brother told my father in 155 preſence, 
c It 
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ce Tf he did not now eſpouſe the cauſe of 
« þjs friend, he muſt no longer conſider 
him as his ſon : he ſhould ſeparate him- 
« ſelf totally from the family, and never 
« be an inmate of the houſe again,” 


ce Good God '” cried my father, I be- 
cc lieve you will kill me between you. 
« What a world it is! Nothing but diſ- 
e ſenfion in every part of it: and now my 
on family are all at variance. One 
« pulling one way, one another. You 
« fay, you will renounce your family, un- 
« leſs 1 eſpouſe the cauſe of your friend; 
« and your ſiſter will be ready to renounce 
her family, if I do: for Heaven's fake 
ce find ſome middle way by which I may con- 
duct myſelf; I am more than half dif- 
> tracted : 2 | 


M4 « She may act as ſhe pleaſes; but by”— 
and moſt irreverently he ſwore, © I ſhall 
ce ſtill retain my reſolution of giving you 
ä 13 


3 „ ._ ad 


x60 THE SCHOOL 


Did you ever, Maria, hear ſuch inſo. 
lence to a father, ſo much too good as 
his has been | ? 


« Heaven forbid,” I cried, with ſome. 
emotion I could not ſuppreſs, “ that I 
ee ſhould renounce, or be renounced ! All | 
] preſume to requeſt is, that I may not 
ebe perſecuted with the addrefles of a 
„ man whom ] ſhould have refuſed, even 
ce if my heart had been diſengaged ; I have 
« repeatedly ſaid, I will never marry with- 
« gut my father's conſent, or unleſs I am 
driven to it as my laſt reſource.” 

« All this is pretty jargon, to be ſure,” 
ſaid the unnatural creature, © about hearts, 
“ perſecutions, addreſſes, and laſt reſources ; 
cc great perſecution, to be prevented 
« from marrying a beggarly fellow in a 
ce red coat, who thinks himſelf intitled, 
«© on the preſumption of wearing a cock- 
cc ade, to be impertinent to gentlemen.“ 


« When- 
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e Whenever, Sir,” ſaid I, addreſſing 
myſelf to my father, © you authorize that 
ce illiberal man, whom I bluſh to call 
e brother, to uſe ſuch language before me; 
« you will excuſe my remaining in the 
« jame room.” On which I went up to 
my own chamber, nor ſhall I go down 
when I can poſſibly avoid it. 


Thus, my dear Maria, is your poor 
friend ſituated. I beg of Heaven that 
© theſe diſſenſions in our family may ceaſe; 
and wiſh, as my poor deluded father ſays, 
ſome middle way may be found out, or I 
know not to what extremities they may 
drive me. When I have a letter from my 
Alfred, I will either ſend or carry it to 
„ long to have a little converſation 
that is more congenial to my ſoul than 
what has paſſed lately. 


My mother has juſt been in, and told 
me it has been propoſed from my ſiſter 
— that 1 ſhould . a few weeks 
- with 


162 THE SCHOOL 
with her. But I anſwered, «IT could 
e foreſee no good intended me in that viſit, 
&« as it is in the neighbourhood of Lord 
and in all likelihood Sir 
« Thomas was to be their frequent gueſt, 
ce which would infallibly oblige me to 
« purſue meaſures that were at preſent fo- 
ce reign to my intentions, and which I hoped 
« ] ſhould never be forced to fly to, as a 


ce 


1 remedy againſt uſurped authority.” How 


my refuſal will be taken, I know not, but 
I will not go, I am reſolved, let what 
will be the conſequence. My dear Ma- 
ria, I now languiſh for your ſweet conſol- 
ing company more than ever. William 
will take this to you; do ſay you will 
come to your faithful and afflicted 


_ELWINA 


LE T- 
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LET TE 
ALFRED TO ELWINA, 


Y beſt, my only love, I feel im- 

patient to vindicate myſelf in 
your eyes, for appearing ſo careleſs of a 
life you honour with taking ſuch a tender 
intereſt in. But I know you love me tog 
well to wiſh me to hold it on any other 
terms than that of a man of honour. And 
I much rather would have had the tears 
of my Elwina flow over the cold body of 
her faithful Alfred, than call a bluſh on her 
cheek for having loved a man who proved 
himſelf a ſcoundrel. | 


I Mi not how the tranſaction has been 
related to you; I hope in no manner that 
reflects on my conduct; I have witneſſes 
of it, and of the moſt reſpectable kind. 
Sir Robert B did me the honour of 
attending me to the field; and his word mult 

| be 
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be believed, if I could be thought capa- 
ble of giving a partial account. 


5 "TY .my deareſt Eleins; the utmoſt at- 
tention to your charge, to avoid each circum- 
ſtance of quarrel, if poſſible. I told you 
how much I would bear for your ſake and 
peace ſake; but that I could go no ſtep 
farther. On Tueſday morning I was on 
guard in Hyde-park ; and in the evening, 
| while ſtill on uch 1 was walking with 
Captain L— of the ſame corps, look- 
| ng at the variety of company, which the 
| novelty of a camp in the neighbourhood 
of London brings every night to the roll- 
call, and to hear the muſic, I did not 
ſee your brother and Sir Thomas K— 
till they were cloſe upon me. I bowed | 
to both, and ſpoke to your brother. 
declare, upon my honour, I did this, that 
he might not ſuppoſe I felt any reſent- 
ment againſt him. His return was as diſ- 
tant as poſſible. The Baronet took off 


his hat; and looking in my face with a 
| | ſuper- 
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ſupercilious air, ſung a line from Shake- 


ſpeare's Jubilee. 
He wou'd be a ſoldier, the ſweet © Willy O. 


Happily the remembrance of H——k, 
who challenged a man for looking at his 
red ſtock, juſt ſtruck in my mind; and 
as I certainly ſhould not have quarrelled 
with a. ſtranger for ſinging any thing he 
pleaſed, I was determined not to take no- 
_ tice of this behaviour in him, I therefore 
continued walking, Afterwards, my 
friend, Sir Robert B joined me; and 
we were in converſation at the entrance of 
my marquee, when the gentlemen paſſed 
again: they both ſtopped, when they had 
got a few paces from us, and fixing their 
eyes full upon me, burſt forth into a fit of 
laughter. Though piqued, becauſe I knew | 
they wiſhed to oblige me to begin a quarrel, 
I ſtill commanded myſelf; ſtill your dear 
image, my Elwina, and the dread of conſe- 
quences to you, kept my indignation from 
breaking out. They ſtood ſtill ſome mo- 
ments: Sir Robert B=— aſked me © If 
| 1 knew 


| 
| 
| 


— ——— —„— — — 


— 
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«I knew who thoſe very merry gentle- 


© men were?” J replied in the affirma- 


tive. He obſerved it was very ſingular be- 
haviour. I wonder,” ſaid he, © what they 
« mean by it.“ © I am more than half 


ec inclined,” I anſwered, © to aſk them; 


« and if I forbear, it is in conſideration of 
cc one dearer to me than life.” I then in- 


formed him who they were, and the reaſon 


1 had to believe they meant to affront me, 
and the caution 1 was determined to uſe; 


but at the ſame time, ſaid I would not put 


up with much more provocation. How- 
ever, they ſoon after walked off to another 


part of the camp, and I did not follow 
them. 


The next day I had promiſed to meet 


Si Robert at the ſword: blade coffee- houſe, 
and he was to take me home to dine with 


him. I got there before him, and taking 


up a newſpaper, I ſaw ſome lines which 


attracted my notice; I took out my 
pocket book, and was writing them with 
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my pencil, thinking you would like to ſee 
them. While I was thus employed, the 
inſeparables came in, and walked up im- 
mediately to the box where I was ſitting. 
Though it was extremely evident what 
was my employment, Sir Thomas very 
rudely ſnatched up the paper; or rather 
while he was in the act, I laid my hand 
gently on it, and told him, in a minute or 
two it ſhould be at his ſervice; at preſent 
it was in mine. He ſwore, * by G— I 
« had always the advantage of being be- 
cc forehand with him.” I finiſhed the 
lines, and then preſented the paper to him, 
which he toſſed away with an air of diſdain, 
and ordered the waiter to bring him an- 
other. Finding my offer refuſed ſo un- 
graciouſly, I reſumed it again, looking 
over the paragraphs. He began a con- 
verſation with your brother and another 
gentleman who came in, about the late 
riot; and the eclat the officers aſſumed on 
the occaſion of being called i in. On the 
ſtranger 8 obſerving the crowds which the 
camps 


Sir Robert B— 
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camps brought up to town, and the va- 
riety of aſſociations ; Oh, yes,” ſaid Sir 
Thomas, © every little jackanapes is 


cc now ambitious of mounting a cockade to 


& look ſmart in the eyes of their charmers, 
& and are fooliſh enough to fancy a red- 
ce coat and ſword will make them gentle- 
« men. It is difficult even to get a ſeat 
«< ina coffee-houſe, or a newſpaper from 
« ſome of theſe military heroes.” I laid 
down the paper, and gave him a look, for 
which I would diſown my eyes for ever, if 
they conveyed not all the contempt and 
indignation I felt. At that inſtant of time 
came into the room: 
your brother's Baronet ſaw him not. He 
demanded what I meant by that damned 


impertinent glance at him, © To ſhew,” 
ſaid I, coolly, © that J both underſtand 


« and deſpiſe your behaviour of laſt night 


ce and this morning. It is not from the 


& eclat of my RET and red coat, that I - 
« tell Sir Thomas K „ by birth and 


« ſentiments I am much his ſuperior; and 
ce if 
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« if be again preſumes on his 3 ac- 
ec quired dignity to treat me in a manner 
te unbecoming my character, I ſhall chaſ- 

cc tiſe his inſolence,” 


2 0 « Yery pretty * he ſwore, ce very pretty, 

te that men of his conſequence ſhould be 
2 bullied by ſuch inſignificant fellows !” 
10 If you have any thing further to ſay to 
« me, e “you know where to 
cc find me,” On which I took the arm of 
my friend B. and left the coffee - houſe im- 
mediately. £ Propoſed going back to 
camp early in the evening. Sir Robert 
accompanied me, together with his Lady 
and ſiſter. My ſervant gave me a letter | 
which, he ſaid, required an immediate an- 
ſwer. I opened it, and found a formal : 
challenge from K. for the next morning 
early, in Kenſington grave]- -pits. The lec- 
ter informed me where he ſhould, be found 
to ſettle preliminaries. 1 took Sir Robert 
alide and ſhewed him the contents. As 


we had diſcuſſed the matter together, we 
vor. III. * were 


1 
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| were 22 — of 0 us ſurpriſed at the invieas 
tion; F 5 which 10 own Ty was as glad to accept of. 
Coffee-houſe, from whence the billet was 
dated, We excuſed ourſelves to the La- 
dies, putting them under the Protektion of 
ſome officers of their acquaintance, and 
proceeded to the Mount. There every 
| thing was preſently adjuſted, and piltols 
were to be the weapons. I told your bro- 
ther I was bappy in his not being a prin- 
<Eipal in the affair, as I ſhould have been 
ſorry to lift my arm againſt one fo nearly 
allied to the moſt amiable of women, « 1 
«am as much your enemy, notwithſtand- 
4 f ing, as s Sir Thomas is, Was his anſwer. 


As we returned, Sir Robert B. told r me, 
ke thought I had better ſettle any Accounts 
1 might have left unfiniſhed. I replied, 6. 1 
« never left any thing of that kind to be 
t done in a hurry that all my worldly 

* affairs had been long Tertled—and he 


4. ſaw 1 had not ſought this rencontre, 
1 06 though 


cee ln it was pe to avoid it.“ 

When I was left to myſelf, I. own to you, 
my beloved Elwina, your idea ruſhed ſo 
ſtrongly on my mind, that I walked about 
my tent in an agony I can ſcarcely expreſs. 
I told Sir Robert all my worldly ; affairs 
were ſettled ; and ſo they were, as to mak- 
ing my will, which I did within the week 
of my dear mother's death, When I loft 
her, there was but one in the world to 
whom I had a wiſh to leave any thing; 
but that that one might ſuffer from the event 
of the next morning, I could neither mitigate 
or prevent. I implored Heaven to fortify 
your mind and render it happy, and then 
diſpoſe of me as it thought fit. I went 
to bed; but the agitation and conflict of 
my mind between affection for you and re- 
ſentment againſt my adverſary, prevented 
me from cloſing my eyes. When the 
nnen won truck four I roſe, and 
ee eee to abe e eee Sir Anke 


L.2 ed 
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ed to him; we met, and walked together to 
the ground. I had requeſted the ſurgeon 
of our regiment to follow at ſome diſtance. 
It was a ſatisfaction to me to be the firſt 
at the appointed ſpot. We waited ten mi- 
nutes; the time ſeemed very long; for I 
believe I took out my watch above a 
dozen times. I was going to intruſt Sir 
Robert with a tender adieu for my Elwina, 
in caſe I was deſtined to behold her no 
| more ; but the ſound of your loved name 
died on my lips. At laſt the opponents 
a | arrived. Very little time was neceſſary; 
| the ground was marked, the piſtols exa- 
mined, and a guinea toſſed up to decide 
who ſhould ſtand the firſt fire. As it proved, 
it was my chance to give it. I fired, and 
the ball took off a ſmall part of his hat. 
He returned it immediately, and my left 
ſhoulder was juſt marked with his ball 
grazing along the point of it. I then de- 
fired Sir Robert to aſk him if he was ſatis- 
fied? No, fire away, and be damn d,“ 
tried he. On which I diſcharged my ſe- 
N 2 cond 
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cond piſtol in the air. He ſaid he was con- 
fuſed, and did not obſerve my proceeding z- 
but let thas be as it may, he directly fired on 
a level with me, though his agitation and paſ- 
on cauſed him to miſs me, fo that I receiv-; 
ed no injury. The ſeconds now thought we 
had done enough; and Sir Thomas ac- 
knowledged I had acted very honourably, 
and like a gentleman. I declared myſelf 
very well ſatisfied with this conceſſion; and 
ſo we parted very civilly on all ſides. This, ö 
my beloved Elwina, is the ſtrict truth 
of the commencement and concluſion of 
our rencontre. I know not what miſ- 
repreſentation may have been made. I am 
happy to ſee by the papers, that the duel 
is ſaid to be in conſequence of ſome poli- 
tical altercation. I ſhould have been diſ- 
treſſed beyond every thing had a lady been 
alleged as the cauſe, as then the name 
of my adored Elwina might have been 
brought forward, which could not have 
wounded your delicacy more than my feel- 
ing 

5 Will 
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Will you permit me to wait upon you, 
my beloved Elwina? I muſt fee you. If 
you think it would be improper to come to 
your houſe, I will take the liberty of ex- 
pecting that happineſs at our Maria's. 
She, I doubt not, will allow me to paſs an - 
hour or two with my ſoul's treaſure. Let 
me have the comfort of a line or two under 
your dear hand. I cannot know one mo- 
ment's peace, till I am aſſured from you 
that you are not diſpleaſed with me. 


roy letter was written for your inſpection 
alone; yet if you think it will remove any 
prejudices againſt the partiality you ſo kind- 
ly feel for me, and which now ſeems un- 
pleaſing to your father and mother, you have 


my fee permiffion to ſbew it to them. 


Adieu, my deareſt Elwina! 


. am for ever moſt affectionately 
and faithfully yours, 
A LFRE D. | 


LET- 
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* _ Erwina To ALFRED. 


HAT Heaven has protected my Al- 

L fred, is an unceaſing call upon Elwi- 
na for praiſes and thankſgivings. I feel 
my obligation to you too for your great 
farbearance ; ſo provoked, you could not 
act otherwiſe. I took your edvice—nay, 
as a proof of the coincidence of our opini- 
ons, I had determined to ſhew your letter 
before. diſcovered Four ere to do ſo. 


Alfred, 1 muſt ar your ne had 
done you juſtice; that is, I plainly per- 
ceived the fault was theirs, and yet they 
ſeem altogether as much diſſatisfied as be- 
fore, perhaps becauſe they find your cou- 
rage equal to your other good qualities. 
I think your letter, however, has done no 
difſeryice to our cauſe, I enforced your 
| requeſt of being permirted t to wait on me 
" 4 at 


ſome ſharp doings on all ſides, is to be a 
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at home; and I have the happineſs to tell 
you, if you can call to-morrow or next day 


we ſhall be glad to ſee you. That is the 
meſſage from my father. But what does 


Elwina fay ? Oh! how ſhall T be able, my 


Alfred, to behold you, without the utmoſt 
emotions of mixed delight and a thouſand 
nameleſs ſenſations, known only to thoſe 
who feel the exceſs of tenderneſs that fills 


my faithful Hoſom 1 Oh! come theù, my 
friend, my lover, my much loved Alfred 


come ! and if poſſible, inſpire my father 
with the kind of regard he ought. to feel 
for one ſo {able 1 ! 


* 5 
2* #% Pr B. 
& \. * 
1 4 
8 


1 hole | odio: a to viſit me after 


5 


happy preſage that we ſhall gain ſome 


5 it ats over them between us. Hope ſtill 


cheers. me, and L, egen it, Abgugh it 


may be deluſive. n 19121 fh Nai 1 


21 Delete hope fil points to future + good oY 


1 


Bur i it ſhoves to ſyeeten the ovefent, 3 = 


anticipating 
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anticipating ſtill more delight. My bo- 
ſom's lord fits highly on my breaſt.” 'Oh 
may it be a bleſſed prognoſtic of perma- 


nent felicity to my Alfred and his faithfuł 
E 1 WI N A. 


LETTER LIXXXVII. 
ELwina To Marra. 


H! my Maria, where i is t pleating 
deluſive hope, which ] flattered my- 
felf when I ſaw you this morning! My 
overbearing brother has undone every 
thing. How tranſported was I with the 
more than civil reception my Alfred met 
with yeſterday from my father ; and how 
pleaſing muſt have been the ideas which 
accompanied him on his return to town? 
1 find Clodio met him; happily my bro- 
ther was in his chariot, ſo could. have no 
opportunity of ſpeaking to him, But he 
came in quite in a heat of paſſion, and 
Dy flew 
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flew out moſt indecently before the ſervants, 
on my father's ſhameful weakneſs and ne- 
glect of his . I „ and ad- 


„„ 


. inſiſted on his being fordidden the 
houſe ; and if 1 did not promiſe never to 
have any future intercourſe with him, he 
imprecated the bittereſt wiſhes on my head. 
He was in ſo great a fury, that I really was 
fearful of irritating him, as I knew not 
whether he would not have. beaten me, 
and then I know my father would have in- 
terſered, which might have been produc- 
tive of fatal conſequences. But nature 
muſt have vent ſome way, and ſuppreſſing 
my ſpeech thre me into a ſtate of ſuffoca- 


nion, and brought on a violent hyſteric fit, 
which the cruel author of my affliction 


Ineered at as a woman's artifice. How- 


ever, it anſwered this good purpoſe, I was 


taken out of the room. But why do I ſay 


good purpoſe ? As it gave him more oppor- 


dices; 
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dices; or rather, I may fay, he availed 
himſelf of that point of time to work on 
my father 8 irreſolution. My. mother ſtaid 
in the room by way of mediatrix: ; by 
which means I leargt what had been doing. 
My father, tog condeſcendingly t to his 1 im- 
perious ſon, ſought to Juſtify his conduct 
by the moderation Alfred had ſhewn, and 
the ready acquieſcence with which he pro- 
miſed to wait, till ſome fayourable opportu- 
nity or turn of fortune ſhould enable him 
to ſupport me without being burchenſome 


to my family. 00 hit was ripging the 
changes over again, he ſaid; cc here no- 

„thing was to de obtained, Why did not 
e my father at once do as he ought, and 
« tell the undutiful diſobedient creature, 
Fe that he would turn A gut of NN of 
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« She. is — chase. my mother 
ventured to fay, they h have both renewed 
« their promiſe of never marrying without | 
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its THE SCHOOL 


1. Je hen he would be curft”” He Gaid;, 
ec if ever they had it; ſo we might as welk 


Co give up the idea of ever coming toge- 


ei ther.” He then inveighedagainſt me, my 


mother faid, in a moſt ungentleman-like 


manner, and ſwore. he hated the ſight of me, 


for 1 had blafted all his hopes. This, my 


mother ſays, ſeemed rather to have eſcaped 
him unawares; for he looked even ſpite- 
fully chagrined at having thus diſcovered 
the ſecret ſpring of his rancour. 'My fa- 
ther could not appeaſe him by any means, 
but by giving t the ſtrongeſt affurances thar 


Alfred. ſhould: no longer viſit here; but he 


could not, he ſaid, prevent my ſeeing on 
correſponding with him. eee 


5 


Good "PER 7 what wilt Alfred. EP 


of this variableneſs ? How deſpicable ſhall. 


we appear in his < All civility to him: 
one minute, the next all rudeneſs, and 


: 
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My father has been vß ſtairs to me. "He 
fig 
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fird © We had made him, from the happi- 
„ eſt, the moſt miſerable of men; that all 
ce the dignity of our family depended on his 
« keeping terms with my brother, and 
« therefore he had bound himſelf by a 
ee moſt ſolemn oath, never to give or leave 
« me a ſhilling if I married Alfred; nov 
« would he ever fee me from that moment. 
*I could have no love or reſpect for him 
K if F'conld not conquer my inclination, 
« It had been long fince he had been al- 
« lowed to have any himſelf. He had lived 
ec but for his children, and they between 
e them were ſtriving to break his heart.” 
is tears touched me, though l felt very 
keenly the cruelty of making' me every 
way the ſacrifice to my brother's ill-na- 
ture and baſeneſs of heart, I was too much 
agitated to ſpeak, and A father left the 
room 1 ven. oh #7 VV 20 en 


Oh Maria! how ſhall T F chte this to 
Alfred? My heart is burſting with grief. 


1 now 4 be a beggar indeed! No, I 
never 
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| never can unite him to ſuch diſtreſs —] 
will never be his, unleſs, by ſome means 


unforeſeen by me at preſent, we ſhould be 
enabled to live above want. Mediocrity 
would content me; but poverty has ſo 


many ills attending it, that I ſhould be 


leſs wretched in giving him up, than to 
expoſe him to ſhare it with me. Can I 


_ ſuppreſs the agony of my mind to talk 


calmly of giving up Alfred? Oh no, Ma- 
ria! I cannot, I know his generoſity, his 
tender affection; and I fecl as much for 
his diſtreſs as my own. How can my fa- 


ther think he is intitled by love and reſpe& 


to ſuch a facrifice as he demands from me? 
But it is not to him, but to my cruel bro- 
ther the ſacrifice i 18 to he made. The dig- 
nity of our family! Oh! my good God ! 


would to Heaven the xage of making a fa · 
mily had never entered my poor weak fa- 
ther's brain! Then this gentleman would 
not have nene « e W 
e. et He e en vid Thy 
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Jenny ſays, he is ſo enraged becauſe I 
will not go to Mrs. Gs. He ſwore if he 
had me there, if I could not live, I ſhould 
die the wife of Sir Thomas K. 1 fancy 
he would be foiled at his own weapon in 
that particular. However he ſhall not 
have an opportunity of perſecuting me out 
of this houſe ; for if J do leave it, it will 
not be to go thither, Yet what do I rave 
about ? Indigent as I now am, what could 
1 do if I was forced from my father's houſe 
by their united ill treatment? And what 
room for cenſure ſhould I * the world? rc. 


| 1 ſt write to Alfred; and yer I 1 
not in what words to convey this laſt fatal 


intelligence. It is refining on torture; for 
1 am convinced his dear affectionate heart 


is this moment planning a thouſand little 


ſchemes of elegant: delight! in future for his 
Elwina. 


Ob my Maria, let me intreat you to go 
to him. It will be much better than my 
1 writing 
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writing at preſent, Say all your gentle 
heart can ſuggeſt to foften the aſperity of 
our fortune; tell him how inexpreſſibly dear 
he is to me, and will ever remain; but that, 
circumftanced as 1 am, I ſhould do him 
the greateſt injury to become his wife. 
How my. heart bleeds for the anguiſh I 
ſhall. lant in his. would die to prove 
my love and conſtancy to him; and I do 
prove it, in thus ſtriving to tear myſelf 
from the long indulged hope of deing his. 
T ell him with what zeal I ſwear never to 
| ceaſe loving him. And if ever either of us 
ſhould be in poſſeſſion of an income to ſe- 
cure us from wretched want, that my hand 
ſhall be his on his firſt demand. But that 
at preſent it would be madneſs and the 
height of folly. No, no, we muſt not think 
1 of 1 it. Time may yet have ſome happy 
kours for my beloved Alfred and his faiths 
ful Elwina. 
4 Deareſt Maria, yours ever 
n 1 FWI. 
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LETTER LEAXXIS. 
Alrarpo 70 Exwixa. 


Mi the generous excellent . 
has juſt left me! Oh! Elwina, can 


you expect any thing ſhort. of diſtraction 
from your Alfred, 3 he has been inform - 
ed of the tranſactions in your family? 5 
Indeed I ſtand i in need of all the reſolu- 
tion I can muſter to enable me to bear our 
misfortunes like 4 reaſonable creature. 
That they are called our ni fortunes, 
makes them ſtill more difficult to be ſup- 
ported; that you, my beloved, ſhould ſuffer, 
and your Alfred not be permitted to ſooth 
your diſtreſs, adds tortures to my ſoul, 
Alas! | _how can we be cenſured for placing | 
our happineſs ; in wealth, ſince the privation 
of that ſhining draſs is the cauſe of our 
miſery ! But can Lever forget the goodneſs 
of our amiable Maria? ?—c The addition,” 
the ſaid, ce which the death of 1 my aunt har 
N « made 
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1 made to my fortune, I have devoted to 
« Elwina on my demiſe ; why ſhould I wait 
ce till a time, when I ſhould not enjoy the de- 
ce light of ſeeing it contribute to her happi- 
« neſs? It ſhall be yours from this mo- 
« ment. It will add more than a hundred 
4 a year to your income; and let me have 
« the felicity of uniting your hands. From 
te our confined way of life we lay up mo- 
te ney every year; and when death has 
« taken my father from me, IL will reſide 
ee with you and our dear Elwina, and our 

te joint incomes will ſupport us with con- 
* tent, if not afluence.” Oh! my beloved 
Elwina, what a friend is this! But ought 
we to avall ourſelves of ſuch unexampled 
generofity ? I doubt, nay am ſure we ought 
not. I feel as if it would be taking ad- 
| vantage of her love in a manner that would 
reflect upon ourſelves diſnonour and re- 
proach. Ohr my ſoul's treaſure, I muſt not, 
I dare not accept your hand on terms that 
would diſgrace. my feelings as a man ! Our 


Joys muſt not be poiſoned with remorſe or 
_ 
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ſcIf- condemnation. Theſe ſentiments, I 
hope, for the honour of human nature, are 
not ſingular; I am convinced they are 
yours. Yet J may feel more ſcruples on 
the occaſion than moſt other men. 7, whoſe 
poverty is in conſequence of parental diſo- 
bedience. Oh! Elwina, when I reflect 
that my own father was a ſacrifice to the 
dying curſes of his, by the inſtigation of 
an unnatural brother, may I not dread 
the vindictiveneſs of yours will work on 
your parents to load you with the ſame. 
What wrath from Heaven ſhould I then 
draw on my guilty head! I ſhudder at 
the idea, and ſhrink like a coward from 
the danger I ſhould involve her in, who is 
dearer to me than life | 
A calm acquieſcence for "XY time 
to theſe hard meaſures, may harmo- 
nize the hearts which ſeem to have loſt 
their natural affection. Buy a little ſubmiſ- 
fion to their harſh decrees, we may avert | 
the evil, in which a too raſh reſolution 
might otherwiſe Ipyolrc us. Let us then, 
for 
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for ſome months at eaſt, continue to che- 


riſh in our boſoms the hope of better times, 
But never never ceaſe to love, to remem- 
ber each other: Believe me, my Elwina, 
it is the exceſs and ſincerity of my love 
that enables me thus to reſign you for a 
little time ; that when it ſhall pleaſe Hea- 
ven to allot us the ſupremeſt happineſs it 
can beſtow, no bitter reflections may ariſe 


to wound our hearts, and leſſen that rational 
_ eſteem and love, which cannot ſubſiſt where 


either has forfeited their claim to probity 
and honour. How would the peace which 
I look forward to enjoy with my Elwina, 


when age has ſilvered o'er our brows, be 
interrupted, if we could charge ourlelyes 


with ſhortening the days of thoſe to whom 


my beloved is indebted for her being! Oh! 


no! that inward rectitude, that peace which 
goodngſs boſums ever, would flee from us. 
And how could we expect love and reve- 
rence in our offspring ? Thy exquiſite de- 
ficacy, my love, would ſtart into madneſs at 
che bare idea. If ve are not happy, my loved 
j | Elwina, 
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Elwina, we will yet deſerve to be ſo. My 
truth, my conſtancy, you can never doubt, 
I reſt with the ſame confidence in yours; 
and when fortune puts it in my power, I 
will then accept its greateſt bleſſing with 
all the holy rapture that a dying faint. meets : 
the joys. of Heaven! Adicu, thou beſt 
loved of women! while life remains I will 
be moſt faithfully yours, ? : | 
| ALFRED, 
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To the ſame. 


" - 


INCE I faw my W 1 have had 

an offer of going abroad; and as, in our 
late converſation, you ſaid you thought you 
ſhould be eaſier in your mind if ſuch a | 
eircumſtance was to happen, I am leſs 
5 in n it. 


There are fone: companies going out to 
884 relieve 
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relieve the different garriſons ; and I find 
there is a young man in one of the regi- 
ments deſtined for Minorca, who had ra- 
ther ſtay at home. He is a lieutenant, 
and for a trifle of money I can get ex- 
changed into his corps. I mentioned it 
to my friend Sir Robert, and he highly 
commends my reſolution. I truſt your 
unnatural brother will not continue to uſe 
you ſo unworthily, when the hated Alfred 
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4 is removed from the poſſibility of ſeeing 
| | | his beloved Elwina. I ſhall, by this means 
| too, gain rank, and may ſooner get a com- 


pany, the height now of my ambition, ſince 
the pay of a captain would enable me to re- 
move ydu from a family that no longer 
affords an the een aſylum it ought Ex 
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597 in a break up ſoon ;. ah the 
relief is ordered for the latter end of the 


yea 2 | > 4 1 
As I am forbid to ſee you at your fa- 


__ Houſe, I think it ſubjecting your 
character 
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character to ſo much indignity, by ſoliciting 
you to clandeſtine meetings, that my ſpirit 
recoils at it. J agree then with you, that 
an honourable abſence is leſs afflicting 
than the difficulties we at preſent labour 
under. But then, to be deprived of the 
means of frequent correſpondence; that, I 
own, fills me with the greateſt grief; [ 
ſhall ſo ſeldom have the happineſs of hear- 
ing from my beloved : yet ſhall I not 
5 know that I am ever in her thoughts? 
That ſhe lives for me? and that we may 
| yet indulge the dear hope of one day be- 
ing united? Oh! may ſuch aſſurances 
cheer our hearts, and enable us to look _ 
forward to that time, when remembrance 
of paſt troubles will endear preſent deliglit! 
When we ſhall even think them over- paid 
Yes, my Elwina! my ſoul ſeems pros 
phetic we ſhall yet be happy . 
Tours eternally, Fe 


ALFRED. 
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UT. Alfred, . ſee your good Tenſe 
41 and propriety in every action of 
your life. I revere vou as much, if poſ- 
lible, as I love you; ; and I will emulate 
your example. ' Your Elwina ſhall prove 


ſhe has a ſoul fir for a ſoldier” 8 wife. 


then, Alfred, where thy honour calls 15 


and may the God of battles protect thee! 


Oh, may his ſheltering : arm ſuſtain you in 
the day of conflict, and may his righteous 


ſpirit enable thy Elwina to ſupport thy 
abſence! Did 1 then counſel, i &' 74 Alas! 3 


| I looked | on it at Aa diſtance—what am I 


ſaying, and where | is the fortitude 1 ought 
to aſſume? Oh, my Alfred, for one mo- 
ment then ſuffer the weakneſs of 2 


woman- who loves like me. But I have 
ſaid I would not be weak, No, I will 


con- 
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conquer it. Go then, my hero. Yet ſtil 
think of Elwina ; ſtill let her image ac- 
company you know it will, and in this 
neceſſary abſence, I ſhall have no other grief 
to combat, but the loſs of you, or other 
fear than your danger. Oh, on your ſafe 
return hangs all the comfort of poor El- 
win; 5 


8 n 


My generous, kind Maria has been witli 
me; we have been jointly weeping over 
your letter, and ſhe has moſt affeionately: 
ſtriven to ſtrengthen. my mind; my al- 
noſt wavering mind. Yet think better of 
me, my loved Alfred, than that I could be 
ſo weak as to heſitate about the propriety” 
of your going abroad. No, I ſee it 
acknowledge it I counſelled it---I am 
convinced it is for the beſt, and J will, in- 
deed I will, reconcile myſelf to it. I do 
not for ſome days wiſn to ſee you. I ſhall 
ſoon be bgtter able to bear the thoughts of 
parting from the object of all my hopes, 
wiſhes, fears, and affections. Adieu, 
Vol. III. . adieu. 
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adieu. Oh, how ſoon ſhall I al adieu, 
Perhaps, for exert. 7 
E 1 W I N A. 


rr 
Arrazo ro ELWINA. | 


T WILL not comment on my loved 
I Elwina's letter, as I doubt I ſhould 
not ſtrengthen your mind much, by telling 

you the effect it had on me. I made a 
very unſoldier- like appearance for ' ſome 
time ;—but courage, my deareſt girl, all 
will be well yet. The proſpect of war to 
a female mind, though ſuperior to moſt 
of her ſex's weakneſs, is certain to inſpire 
terrors that are allowable. But let me 
intreat you to look forward to the hour of 
our mecting, and remember that hour 
will approach, and the felicity of it will 
repay our ſeparation. - I then Hall have 


done ſomething to deſerve Elwina. You 
A uſed 
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uſedgto ſay you had a martial ſpirit ; ex- 
ert it then, my Elwina, for my fake, as 
well as for your own. I ſhall be but half 
valiant if you are a coward. You ſee how 
much of my. glory depends on you let 
not my laurels be tarniſhed, I will ſee 
you to-morrow, and do not let the hour of 
parting embitter the few I can ſpend 
with you. And now I am on the ſubject, 
tell me, do you wiſh I ſhould take leave 
of you? Can you ſupport with firmneſs 
the laſt look ? I will be guided by you 
entirely. To- morrow will not be the laſt 
time, nor probably ſome time yet. T7 
| ſhall moſt certainly know when I ſee you 
for the laſt time, and I will not deceive 
you into the belief of my coming again; un- 
leſs you particularly deſire it; but T' think” 
you will not wiſh to deceive yourſelf; it is a 
proof of a weak mind, to avoid one evil by 
running into a greater. Let us mutually for- 
get the time and diſtance, with every other 
unpleaſant circumſtance, and fix our eyes 
and een on that period when we ſhall 
K 2 meet 
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meet to part no more. But to- morrow .I 
ſhall have the happineſs of ſeeing you—1 
will ſpend the day at Marias. The chaſte | 
won fs light me to town. n 
Adieu. Ever your on | 
AAS 2 ALFRED. 


(LE IT HB Xe. 


Exwixa To Arraxp. 


. N frightfully do the vile cx 
on, and how ſoon will the day ar- 


rive of my taking the aft loot of my Al- 
fred---my Alfred, the delight of my 


eyes, the ſole comfort of my heart, and 


the conſtant companion of _ FS and 


Veeping nn 


It is a t indulgence that I am per- 


meats, be hon to mY laſt voue before 


your 
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yous final departure. Yes, my Alfred, 
you ſhall fee with what fortitude I will bid 
adieu to my valiant ſoldier. My reaſon 
has gained a victory over my ſenſibility, 
which had nearly degenerated into weakneſs, 
and would have rendered me unworthy of 
Alfred's efteem. But I am now armed for 
the event, and I will nobly ſuitain 1 
feel ſome triumph on the occaſion of mak - 
ing this ſacrifice to my country in the time 
of ſuch threatening danger. I have given 
to its aid; my beſt, my only treaſure; for 
take my Alfred from me, and I am pour 
indeed, Adieu. I need not repeat. Let. 
4 me ſee you. as often as you. can.“ 

| | Yours for ever, 


. R XCIV. 


ALFRED To EI VIA. 


A $ I croſſed the. ſquare. laſt siche 1 B 
turned to look once more at the 
| 7, | houſe- 
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houſe that contained all my earthly good. 
Oh, my. Elwina, a laſt look, how intereſting 
it is! A light appeared in the ſecond floor: 
I raiſed my eyes my God | it was my 
lovely Elwina's chamber. I ſaw you, my 
heavenly maid; you approached the win- 
dow -I ſaw you draw your dear hand acroſs 
your eyes, I could di ſcover the traces of 
grief on your loyed couutenance. You ſtood 
ſtill as if looking out. Ah 1 was not. . 
fred, the wretched Alfred i in your thoughts? 
Yes, I know he was---your boſom heaved 
with fighs---I would have given worlds ta 
have ſpoken to you -I was almoſt rempted i 
to have knocked at the door. Yet why, 
ſubject my beloved, as well as myſelf, to a re- 
petition of the agony we had juſt overcome? 
Hardly knowing what I did, I took up a 
5 ſmall pebble, and was in the act of throw- 


+ -- wy. 


ſome one Neis, and perchance « open your 
window. —* Stop, raſh Alfred, I exclaimed, 


hy a whom are you going thus rudely to ex- 


ec Poe to the licentious comments of the 
r SIO 5 * paffers 
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* paſſers by? Amid thy own fufferings 
« reſpect the object of thy love, and never 
« ſeek to draw on her the cenſure of her 
« own heart, by forcing it to act unworthy 
of the veneration ſhe ought to inſpire.” 


| I leaned againſt the rails, with my eyes 
fixed on the adored Elwina, till ſhe re- 
tired, and then ſought out my ſolitary 
lodging in a frame of mind © that beggars 
« all deſcription.” The chaiſe ſoon ar- 
rived, and I threw myſelf into it, to be 
carried away from all my ſoul holds dear. 
T his was a ſtruggle indeed but it is over. 
Heaven reſtore your comforts, my loved 
Elwina ! You will neyer be abſent from 
my thoughts ; they will for ever dwell on 
thy ſweetneſs, love and truth. 


I will write to you by every opportunity, 
and ſhall expect the ſame ſatisfaction from 
you: your letters will be my only joy and 

ſolace, and till I receive freſh, theſe, which 

are my conſtant companions, ſhall impart 
V4 EY 
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conſolation to my heart, as they contain 
ſuch proofs that I am dear to you. Adieu, 
my ſoul's fondeſt hope! I am now going 
on board. Adieu, adieu. 


Eternally your own, 
ALF R E D. 


Elvin NA T0 Maxia. 


night I parted from Alfred! 
Merciful Heaven! perhaps never again 
to bleſs my eyes with viewing his loved 
face. If ſo, what will become of Elwina ? 
How ſhall ſhe find ſtrength to ſupport her- 
ſelf? Oh, no, rather let me 2 that] 
may r not ſurvive iW... en bas 


Mae. 1 have loſt him! Laaſt 


8 ag will my wade brother beat 
| | 2 ; 1 

eaſe. He has driven from his country 
and 
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and friends, the moſt deſerving, the love 
lieſt of men, and he will be anſwerable for 
the 2 


Ae came e. the action.” * 


blelfed you; and called you our true, our. 
generous friend; and told me how tenderly. 
he had recommended his loved Elwina to- 
your care. We ſettled the mode- of our- 
correſpondence ; and I gave him the tooth- 
pick-caſe in which my portrait js ſet. He 
received it with a tranſport that was too 
much for words Oh! his looks I can. 
never forget; I would not wiſh to forget 
them. I really behaved moſt heroically---I 
talked ſoifierimes of things quite foreign 
to the ſad purpoſe of our meeting; but it 
was impoſſible to hold it. The blow. was 
to be ſtruck, and there was no avoiding it. 
The hour at laſt arrived that was to ſeparate 
us. I ſtruggled for: refolution---Thank. 
God obtained it! I believe I was hardly i in. 
my ſenſes. My head felt confuſed to the 
; 2 utmoſt; 
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utmoſt degree. At laſt he found he 
could ſtay no longer, and approaching me, 
he would have ſpoken, but the words died 
away before they reached his trembling 
lips. He threw his arms round \me--- 
and—here was no time for filly reſerve— | 
I felt mine claſp him to my boſom ; my 
boſom, which, alas! was the next moment 
to have all it loyed torn from it ! Our 
emotion was too great for expreſſion. 
« He gave but one kiſs, and tore himſelf 
« away.” As ſoon as 1 heard the ſtreet 
door ſnut, I ran up into my room, leſt 
the ſervants ſhould ſee the diſtreſs I could 
no longer conceal. Yet it was ſome time 
| before I could give vent to my grief by 
tears. I ſtood ſome time at the window, 
hardly knowing what I did, or where I was. 
Oh, my God! to tell myſelf he is gone 
that. I ſhall ſee him no more that he is 
going into the midſt of danger !. Alas! - 
Maria, how wretched muſt I be till I hear 
of his ſafety 1 and yet, at the time I am 
reading under his dear hand, that he is well 


and 
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and happy---Oh, at that moment he may 
be dying. My prayers to Heaven will 
never ceaſe for him. My Maria, I am 
certain yours will be united with thoſe of _ 
the poor unhappy, | 


"ELWINA. 


1 D. R NM. JO 
ELWINA To A LFRED. 


T would be too cruel, my dear Alfred, 
to revive in your mind the grief I felt, 
and ſtill muſt feel, at parting with you. 
We know each other's ſufferings on the 
melancholy occaſion ;. but I promifed to 
behave heroically, and I think I acted it 
bravely. I ſhall ſtrive, for your ſake, to be 
in as good ſpirits as poſſible. If 1 can not 
aſſ»ne a little gaiety when I am writing 
to you, when ſhall I ſmile ? for never can 
I be fo pleaſingly employed as in converſing 
with the beloved of my heart. I hope you 
"WS. have 
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have had a pleaſant fail to the Downs—T 
find you are ſtill there—I ſhall inquire 

/ about the winds every day, that I may 
know to a certainty how long you may re- 
main in that quarter. But, alas! you are 
as effectually abſent now as if at Minorca, 
only that you are ſafe. 


I ſhall go to H to-morrow. I was 
determined to give a few days to all the 
luxury of grief, and it has been of won- 
derfal ſervice ra me. And as this is Sun- 
Gay, and, conſequently, no poſt goes from 
hence, I ſhall take my letter to finiſh, 
after having ſeen our good friend Maria. 
God bleſs you, my Alfred, and good 
night ! * 


| „H, Monday 20 clock. 

My moſt excellent Alfred, how does my 
regard riſe on each inſtance of your worth ! 
— Maria and I have been ſhedding the 
ſweeteſt rears together. She has informed 
me of the various Charges you have given 
her 
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her concerning your: Elwina.. Oh, thou 
ever loved of my heart, may Heaven or- 
dain that we meet again, and in its mercy 
ſpare thy Elwina the bitter taſk of receiv- 
ing the proofs of thy love, when thou art 
become inſenſible of hers. No, my Al- 
fred, I am convinced you will never ceaſe ta: 

love me. I thank you for delivering theſe 

affectionate, and truly affecting meſſages. 
to Maria. I think you would have found 
a voice impoſſible for ſo, much tenderneſs. 
when you was with me—And. what would 
have become of me? I ſhould have died 
of exceſs of grief, of love, and a thouſand 
conflicting paſſions. Our loved Maria is 
now ſitting by me, for I brought her home 
to dinner. 


My mother has behaved very kindly to 
me, and I endeavour, indeed I do, my 
Alfred, ſtrive as much as I can not to 
think. hardly of her : but what avails all 
her kindneſs now, when ſhe has forced 
away the only r man in the world who could 

make 
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make me happy ? Of what uſe is civility 
to me, when they have deprived -my heart 
of all it loves, and every comfort: is driven : 
from my boſom : ? WED 


However, I will pay more attention to 
your wiſhes, and indeed it has ever been 
my rule to look upward, rather than pore 
upon the ground. I know I ſhall recover 
my ſpirits in a little time, and then I ſhall 
hope to entertain you with my pen, as in 
happier times 1 have done. May every 
bleſſing from heaven attend my Alfred ! 
Maria 1 0 her voice with the prayer of 


ELWINA. 


| 
J 


TET.TER. aA, 


AL 8 To ELWIX A. 

At Sea. 
OW happy I think myſelf to have 
received a letter from my beloved! 


Ir reached me e juſt as we were going to weigh | 
anchor. 


FOR FATHERS. 207 


anchor. Yes, my ſweet girl, we are too 
fully - acquainted. with what each has 
ſuffered, and we will not ſadden our heazgs 
with repeating the anguiſh that has, and 
ſtill does poſſeſs them; but turn our eyes 
to that bleſſed hour when we ſhall again 
meet, and be united for ever. 


1 ſhall make but half :a- ſoldier,-if yan 
do not inſpire me with courage. I know 


you will—you have no weakneſs but what 
1s amiable, and laudable too. 


I am but a freſh- water ſailor, and, there- 
fore, was extremely indiſpoſed by ſea-fick - 
neſs, I am now more accuſtomed to the 
element, and like it very much, only that 
it bears me far away from her I love. Yet 
I am thoroughly convinced it is better for 
the preſent that we ſhould ſuffer a little, 


that we may be made large amends ſome 
time hence, 


1 el impatient to "get to our def- 
| tined 
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_ ined ports think the life of action will 


fait me very well; but I am not fond of 
the idea of acting on the defenſive only. 1 
hope the general is a man of ſpirit, that 
we may cut out warm work for the Span- 
jards. However, do not expect accounts of 
the ſiege from my pen. I am too young 
in the ſervice to pretend to give my opi- 
nion, and I believe my Elwina will be 
better ſatisfied to hear of my health, and 
how I paſs the dull hours, than of guns, 
and all the long train of * horrid war.” 


The time goes off very pleaſantly on 
board, as there are a great many ſhips in 
the fleet, and we viſit from one to the 
other. I am convinced of the liberality of 
my Elwina's heart, and that you will be 
pleaſed on finding I can amuſe myſelf. I 
am determined to adopt the advice you 
gave me, of keeping up my ſpirits, to 
enable me to enjoy good fortune when it 
falls to my ſhare. 


I ſhall | 
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I ſhall finiſh this when I arrive at Mi- 
norca, which will now very ſoon happen, 
as we are taking leave of the grand fleet 
deſtined to relieve the garriſon of Gibraltar. 
I] wiſh they may fall in with our combined 
enemies, and give a good account of them 
by beating them ſoundly, if not *“ hand- 
te ſomely. Adieu for the Preſent, aa N e 
my _ love. 

Mi jores, 
We landed all our troops yeſteiday in 
good order, without any accident happen- 
ing. Tou will not expect I can at preſent 
give you any information reſpecting either 
the garriſon or country. Tam told we fall 
have great plenty of every thing, except 
vegetables, which have failed on the ifland. 
and the reſources are cut off which uſed to 
ſupply the market. This will be one of 
the hardſhips to me who am ſo fond of the 
produce of a garden — but it will give 
me a keener reliſh for the production of 
our dear garden, when we are happily 
ſettled, far from the rumours of war. 


1 have 
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I have an. opportunity of ſending this, 
as a veſſel is going off with diſpatches. . 


Reſt aſſured, my deareſt Elwina, you 
ſhall hear from me as often as poſſible ; 
and I know your good ſenſe will keep your 
tender heart from ſinking into defpair, by 
ſuggeſting probable reaſons for my. not 
being able to convey my ſentiments to you 
ſo nn as I could wiſh, I like my 
brother officers. extremely, and am very 
much pleaſed with the reception I have 
met with. Things go on very well; and 
your Alfred is as happy as he can be, di- 
vided from all that is lovely in his eyes, 
and dear to his heart — that heart in which 
my beloved Elwina's image is indelibly 
Impreſſed, 1 9: ever molt faithfully 
vous. 


ALFRED g 


FOR; FATHERS. 24: 
LETTER XCVIIL. 
Atraro 10 ELWINA. 


WELL 90 "OR happy. my belovs 

1 ed Elwina muſt be at any opportunity 
of hearing from her faithful Alfred; happy 
too is he when any ſuch offers — and how 
exquiſitely happy will he be when he can 
bleſs his eyes with a letter from her dear | 
hand! However, 1 wait with patience; | 
well knowing that the delay is in ſome 
other quarter, and far from being h her bar. 

= tl „ 

4 have w. now been rern n Hm 
my beloved: Elwina; but what are months, 
or any N of time, to che heart my F 


7 & a - 


tin is anxious to > hin of you. and * it 
would, had not. a day intervened fince the 
laſt ſight of my beſt beloved had taken place. 
Oh, no time or place can change my af. 
| fections 


N * _—— CT ¶— — —— —— * > gn — r 


212 THE SC HOOL 


feftions—-they are unalterably fixed on 
you for « ever. 


I am ſure you will receive pleaſure from 
knowing I enjoy a good ſtate of health, 
which is'racher a ſingular circymſtance—. 
for notwithſtanding the natural healthineſs 


of che ſituation, there are a great many 


Invalids, from the failure of the vegetables 


| (which I mentioned to you before). The 


ſeurvy, and of z moſt inveterate kind, hag 
got amongſt a ſet of as brave fellows as 4 
man would wiſh to ſhare a victory with. 

The fottreſs has been ſo cloſely inveſted 
ever ſince FE have been here, that all. com- 
münication with tlie country is cut off; 


and there are a great many of the troops 
| who have been ten or eleven years in gar- 


riſon, whoſe health declines very faſt. We 
ſhall enjoy the freedom of freſh air when 
we get from fo confined a place. 5 how- 
ever, am determined never to be among 
the number of complainants—and indeed 
at preſent I have no occaſion. 
The 


The forces againſt us are very, conſideny 
different opinion of Ee 
commanding officer has departed ſo much 
from the dignity of a ſoldier and man of 
honour, as to conceive it neceſſary to try 
the ſtrength of our general's principles. It 
was indeed by the expreſs deſire of the 
Spaniſh king; but certainly the Duc de 
Crillon forgot his own rank, and paid an 
ill compliment to his own underſtanding, 
when he condeſcended to be an inſtrument 
in ſuch a buſineſs. Every man of honour; 
muſt reve r e the conduct of Our gener al 3; 
for the ſpirit. with which he refuſed - the 
baſe offer to betray. his country the 
meſſage. was treated with that mixture of 
haughty, but dignified diſdain, that ſhewed 
how he felt and reſented che infules | 


The enemy keeps up a very briſk fire 
upon us, and which too often takes effect; 
as muſt be expected in the ſituation we are 
in. However, our ſhot does execution too; 
TY my __— 
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KKK „ 6 2 


4344 


b a — 
—— 2 bo — 2 Jen — 
7 


4 

4 

z 
. 
„ 
* 

1 

5 


214 THE SCHOOL 


and whatever is the event of the conteſt, 
they will have reaſon to remember the de- 
. of Minorca. 5 


8 ill ao pre my Elwina, 


de mifaief muſt be done to our troops, 
when I tell you, a hundred and nine pieces 


of cannon, and thirty-ſix heavy mortars, 
act continually againſt us, cooped up as 
we are. But want of health carries more 
to the grave than the fire of the enemy. 
What grieves me moſt is, that really the 
works are not half manned. They are 
too extenſive for the ſmall number that are 
in garriſon, even if all were in health, and 


capable of acting. However, we muſt do 


the beſt we can the mother country can- 

not ſupply each place that is attacked, 
with ſuch force as ſhall inſure victory. I 
truſt if we have the misfortune to loſe the 
place, it will not be given away; and for 


the reſt, we muſt place our confidence in 


that Power to whom alone victory is owing, 


and who can turn a defeat into a triumph. 


6 5 | My 
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My deareſt gitl, I am really impatient to 
hear from you. 1 know there muſt be 
letters on the way; and I feel gratitude 
by anticipation for your kindneſs. I hope 
you will tell me a thouſand particulars; 
and, remember I cannot trip away to 
you, to have any obſcure paſſages explain- 
ed. A letter now from you would be the 
higheſt of all treats. Adieu, my only love 
—- while life laſts | 

T7: am Hb yours, 
2 "mm L -F R 20 


LETTER NCIX. | 5 


Ew To AurazD.. 5 
Wu. AT a tedious time muſt git 


before I can have any anſwer, or even 
intelligence from the beloved of my heart! 
I have had but two letters ſince your de- 
_ parture, my Alfred-—and, alas! how long 
a time is that! and ſtill how much longer 
may 1t be! I will not tell you I repent my 
ac- 
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acquieſcence to your quitting your native 
country, becauſe I will not fill your dear 
boſom with uneaſineſs. But, oh, that I 
could have accompanied you! that I will 
venture to ſay; then what danger ſhould I 
have dreaded? Oh! none none, while 
T had a chance of relieving, or ſecuring 


the object of my love from any fatigue ; 
or at leaſt ſharing 1 it with him. 5 


All other hardſhips n bear, | 
But living from my love. 


er Alfred, I . it. To hear 
you are well and happy, gives me - the only 
comfort I can expect to taſte, till you are 
reſtored to me again; and when that bleſt 
hour arrives, Alfred, we will part no more. 
I ſee it will anſwer: very little purpoſe wait- 
ing and waiting; I have gained no point 
By: the ſacrifice L have made to the will of 
my parents, or rather to the il will of my 
haughty brother. But why make you un- 

| happy about it? You cannot prevent, or 
at preſent remedy my diſtreſs. However, 
| | any 
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any ſtate with you would be preferable to 
living ſeparated from you. ' I ſhould not 
perhaps ſay this, if there was a chance of 

| ſeeing you ſoon; but abſence and diſtance. 
make me bolder than I ſhould be if you 
was preſent. Was preſent! are you then 

ever abſent from me? No, you are with 
me every where. Your loved image dwells 
in my-hearr; and my ideas are filled with 
you alone. 7 od AR | wa 


Laſt week I went to ſpend a few days 
with Mrs. Ma—. I could hardly ſumi- 
mon up reſolution enough to go thither: 

Alas! where with you I have ſtray'd, 

Could I wander with pleaſure alone? 


Bar-ir was the firſt time I had ſeen her 


ſince the return of the captain; and Maria 
x thought a little change of air would be ſer- 


1 viceable to me; not that I am ill, do not 
. ſtruggle. But you knew 1 do not W 
g lingly give way to weakneſſes, although 
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you kindly call mine only amiable ones. 
Every one, however, has not the ſame in- 
dulgence | for Elwina, that her loved Alfred 
has---and indeed I knew I ſhould not, be 
ſoftened by meeting ſympathy; on a 
contrary, that very likely whenever your 
name ſhould be mentioned, it would be in | 
a kind of way that would rouſe my reſent- 
ment, rather than melt me with grief ; at 
leaſt for the moment. 


The view of cach place brought you ſo 
forcibly before my eyes, that I could not 
reſiſt a guſh of tears; but _ are the laſt 
I will ſhed before Mrs. M- ſhe is 


either too happy, or too infenfible to feel 


for others; and ſhe ſtrove to make me an 


object of ridicule to Captain M——, who, 
though a good ſort of man, has no more 
delicacy than you would expect from a 
boatſwain; ſo the poor loveſick Elwina, | 
| as 1 was called, you will believe, had not 
much comfort in her ve 


The 
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The laſt evening, I ſtole away from them, 
it was the full moon. | It happened to be 
my birth day. I walked penſively up to 
that dear ſpot from whence ] took the 
view you ſo well remember, and ſo highly 
prized. Oh, Alfred, what a crowd of ideas 
filled my mind! I fixed my eyes on the 
once dear dwelling of my heart's ſole joy. 
There was an unſpeakable ſolemnity in 
the ſcene before me, which I ſhall never 
forget. I was loſt in reverie. I called on 
the bleſſed ſhade of our dear mother. 1 
inyoked her aid and protection for her be- 
loved ſon. A delirium ſeemed to poſſeſs 
me. I vept, but they were delicious tears. 
I took out your picture, and could hardly 
refrain from chiding your dear reſemblance 
for not joining its tears with mine. I 
know not how long I ſhould have remained 
in this frame of mind, had I not been 
awakened from my dream by the ſound of 
voices. Mrs. M—— had ſent after me, 
om finding Al did not return at the uſual 
n for ſupper. J haſtened home as faſt 

| L 2 As: 
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as I could, and ſtrove to compoſe my agi- 
tated ſpirits, that I might not ſubje& my. 
ſelf to mortifying remarks from thoſe who 
know not how to feel the woes that preſs 
on the heart of ſenſibility, or have decency 
enough to reſpect them. I underwent ſome 
coarſe jokes from the captain, which ex- 
cited an infinity of. mirth in his wife; and 
TI thought it better to avail myſelf of a 
pretence of fatigue, and leave theſe happy 
people to themſelves. "+ 


As Mrs. M predicted, I got a very 
bad cold from my evening's amuſement; 
for I was not aware of the dews falling, 

and the tears I ſhed contributed not a little 
to the cauſe of my indiſpoſition. I wiſh, 
Sometimes, that Maria was at a greater 
diſtance from me, as I ſhould then per- 
haps, ſpend more time with her. I really 
find no ſatisfaction at home; I am ſorry 
to ſay it, but it is a truth. My imperious 
| brother looks on me as a diſgrace to the 
family: but I „ ſtill 8 his fa- 
f vour, 


vour, by ſhewing a partiality to 5. 
and our too: conſtant viſitor K 
think it a. peculiar hardſhip that the have 
deprived me of the We: ſociet 


ts. Can !] for- 
aving attempted the life of 
my Alfred? 1 cannot acquit him in that 
affair ſo eaſily as you have done; or believe 
he acted like a man of honour. However, 
nothing ca. i prevail on me to treat him 
with an equal civility with the reſt of our 
viſitants, notwithſtanding my brother's 
wrath and threats. He has done me all 
the deſpite he can, having bound my fa- 
ther by ſuch ſtrong ties, never to look on 
me as related to him if I do not renounce 
my Alfred. What can he do more, but 
urge him to turn me out of doors, becauſe 
he has not power over my will? Andif 
he was to proceed to that harſh uſage of a2 
child, who was once thought the moſt 

dutiful of all, I could not be more un- 


3: wy 
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happy than they have already made me. 
And perhaps to work for my daily bread 
would amuſe my mind much better than 
** thing here can do. 


But why do ] 0 the rules I pre- 
ſcribed to myſelf ! My Alfred, I will never 
write you ſuch letters in future, Yet have 
I not ever written from my heart? and ] 
know not how to conceal any of its emo- 
tions from him who is the abſolute maſter 
of it. Indeed it is now more than com- 
monly depreſſed by a recent proof how 
the affections of all my relations are turned 
from me. I received a letter yeſterday by 
the mail from New York, written by my 
ſiſter Pleydel; in conſequence, ſhe ſays, 
of the information ſhe has received from 
my.mother, brothers, and ſiſter G — 
all complaining of my headſtrong oppo- 
ſition to their wills. They do not, in- 
deed, pretend to ſay, that the perſon whom 
I prefer is unworthy of me, but he is a 
beggar, and it would be ruin, abſolute 
198 45 ruin 
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ruin into which I would plunge myſelf; 
and which they are endeavouring to pre- 
ſerve me from. She then labours to prove 
how difficult I ſhould find it to keep my 
romantic paſſion alive in a ſtate of penury, 


and which ſhe is ſo well qualified to en- 


large upon, having once been reduced ſo 
low, as almoſt to wiſh ſhe had never been 
indulged in her inclination for Mr. Pley- 

del, fince the connection had been pro- 
ductive of ſuch diſtreſſes. I think her cha- 


racter ſeems quite altered too, as well as 


ſome others in our family. But intereſt 
will do much, and perhaps my brother 
has awakened hers, by telling her how - 
adyantageous it would be to have ſuch an 
alliance as Sir Thomas K for the 
expatiates much on the ſplendid offer I 
have been ſo weak as to reject ; and ear- 
neſtly requeſts me not to throw away the 
good things that are held out to my accept - 
ance: adding, if the man I have fixed 
my affections on is guided by a princi- 
ple of honour, he would rather adviſe me 

| 8 E 4 | to 
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to liſten to the perſuaſions of my true 


friends, than the ſuggeſtions of a deluſive 


paſſion, which muſt make me miſerable, 
and juſtify my family in renouncing me. 
She concludes by ſaying, I muſt give her 
credit for being my ſincere friend, and well 


wiſher, and not look on her as my enemy, 


as I have doneall my other adviſers. She 
glances too, very ſeverely, on a pretended 


friend, who can have no good view in en- 


couraging diſobedience to the will of the 
beſt of parents, and the moſt affectionate 
and privdenc of braten. | | 


T his letter, you will WW my dear 
Alfred, i is not of a nature to calm my mind 
much, as I muſt ſee how inflexibly they 


are all fixed to gain their point againſt 


me, I have certainly done as much as 1 
can by way of conceſſion to my father 
and mother—more I cannot do, It would 
be abſolute weakneſs in me, and cruelty 
to you. My heart will ever remain ſen- 


ſible of what it owes to you; nor ſhall 


any 


ws . 
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any circumſtances induce it to alter its 
ſentiments. Their perſecutions cannot work 


any good to themſelves, though it may add 
to the diſagreeable ſituation of your ever 
faithful, and truly affectionate 
| ELWINA. 


, 2 


K tp » yy 
To the ſome. 


" AM WES that my choomy letter 
- will. be accompanied with one of not 
Wl ſuch a ſombre ſhade.. I told you I 
would not write ſuch another, and I will 
keep my word. It is an ill part in me to- 
add to the troubles you muſt neceſſarily 
endure, by telling you of little diſagreeable 
occurrences in the family way, which you; 
cannot prevent, While I have ſuch a 
faithful and afictionate friend as Maria 
at home, and I look forward to an union 
with ſuch a man as Alfred, I. will not ; 


| give way to ſorrow, which, you properly 
1 . obſerve, 


2 4 | y r : | , . 1 1 
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obſerve, unfits us for the ſupport of the 


preſent evil, and renders us unworthy of 
the future * 

As to amuſement of any kind, you 
muſt not expect accounts from me, but 
you ſhall have them from the public 
prints. I have ſent you a collection of 
newſpapers and magazines that you may 
know how we haye been going on in this 
world, I have not been to one public 
place ſince your departure. 1 never had 
any great reliſh for them, and now my 
gout is ſaving money. I expend nothing, 
and ſhall grow rich merely from that cir- 
cumſtance. Maria has adviſed me to 
become an adventurer in the wheel of for- 
tune: ſhe is fo fanguine in my ſucceſs, 
that I have indulged her whim, and the 
few pounds that the ticket coſts will- not 
diminiſh much from our ſtore, and there 
is a chance you know of its largely con- 
tributing to it, Heaven ſend us good 


luck ! Tr: is putting ourſelves | in the way 
Ip : of 
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of fortune; a ſhe is very much in arrears' 
with you. If ſhe pays the debt to me, 1 
do not think you will complain of her 
overlooking juſtice in order to be ge- 
nerous. eo | 


J feel much eafier in my mind than I* 
did, becauſe my brother is, abſent, and 
conſequently his friend does not viſit here; 
but I ſhall not avail myſelf of the former. 
circumſtance, to attempt gaining any 
points in my favour from my father and 
mother. I am ſorry to ſay it, I have 
loſt my confidence in them. No pro- 
feſſions of kindneſs, or ind ulgence, will now 
| expand my. too credulous heart with delight 
and gratitude; I have proved how empty 
all promiſes are, and J depend no longer 
on them. Only matter of fact ſhall ob- 
tain any credit with me for the future; 
but if they will let me get through the 

day quietly, i it is all J aſk, and I will neyer . 
provoke them by complaining. You,muſt 5 

3 ſtay your time now, as you are a ſervant 
L 6 as 
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as well as ſubje& of the king, and I ſub- 
mit to his decree, hourly recommend- 
ing you to the protection of Heaven. 1. 
have no friends on earth but Maria and 
you ; but ſurely ye are ſuch, that few on 
| earth could equal, and none can go be- 
yond my love and affection for both. 


How 1 wiſh 1 could tranſport ſome of 
the produce of our garden for your meſs ! 
But why talk of wiſhing ? If wiſhes could 


avail, ſhould I be at this moment deploring | 


your abfence ? No, I ſhould be telling you, 
inſtead of. writing it, how infinitely dear 
you are to me; yet, what a comfort it is, 
that this relief to our hearts is not withheld 
from us, and moſt thankfully do I acknow- - 
ledge our particular obligation .to the firſt 
former | of letters. The «© wretch's aid,” 
You are the baniſhed lover,“ and may 
I not be ſtyled © the captive maid,” as all 
my family wiſh to make me the worſt of 
flaves, fince they would tyrannize over * 
milk? 


1 hal 


— 
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I ſhall be extremely happy if I can ob- 


tain leave to ſtay this winter in the coun- 
try with Maria; ſhe intends to exert her- 
ſelf to the utmoſt to prevail on my father 


to allow me that indulgence ; it is the 
only favour I ſhall ſtrive for; all the reſt 
muſt remain as they are for the preſent. 


It would really afford me the higheſt plea- 
| ſure I can taſte in your abſence, for I na- 
turally diſlike London; and why ſhould 


I be mortified by being there, at the ſame 


time that my company gives no delight to 


any one now? They will be much hap- 
pier without me, and I ſhall be as happy 


as poſſible with my loved Maria, with 
whom I can converſe freely of my dear 
and amiable Alfred. Yes, I truſt we ſhall 
bring it about; and as they have long 
ceafed to do things gracefully, I will not 
quarrel with them if this favour is ac- 


corded with no more than has lately ac- 


companied their ſcanty indulgences. 


1 often wiſh I was a ſylph, that 1 could 


hover 
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hover around you, and inform you when 
danger was nigh. Oh! what a delightful" 
taſk to ſcreen you from all ills ! My deareſt. 
Alfred, ſhall we not be the happieſt of the 
happy, when we do meet, from the ob- 
ſtacles which have cruelly been thrown in 
the way of our union ? Yes, my beſt loved 


we ſhall, as you ſo ſweetly ſaid, endear 
the preſent moment of joy by repeating 


over the difficulties that are paſſed. If F 


thought I ſhould not have affection enough 
to make you happy in the moſt enlarged. 
ſenſe, 1 would rather now die, and wa 
you forever. Vour happineſs is dearer to 
me than life, or any conſideration that I 
can think of. That we ſhall meet and be 


rewarded for our conſtancy is the hope, . 


| | | noe . comfort we Fur faithful 


7 2 EL WIN A. 
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ALFRED Tro ELWINA. 


N 


avoided, too thinly manned. Indeed the 
upper works, from what cauſe it becomes 


not me to fay, are in but an indifferent 
ſituation for defence, even if the garriſon 


was in full health. We have not troops 
enough tor the ſervice. The knowledge 
ofthis weaknefs, probably, ted the Duc de 
Crillon to lie rather more unguarded than 


he ſhould have done in his head quarters 
at Cape Mola. The general ſaw the 


negligence of the enemy, and was induced 


to make a vigorous, and (as it generally 
proves 


CANNOT, my beloved Elwina, re- 
1 ſiſt giving you an account of a very 
brilliant ſtroke of our general; and I had 
the good fortune to be one of the officers 
appointed for the expedition. I have al- 
ready told you our works were too exten- 
ſive, and from circumſtances not to be 
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proves when ſet about properly) ſucceſsful 
ſally. We ruſhed forth in good order, 
ſurpriſed and routed the enemy; chaſing 
the duke from his. poſt, and ſecured our- 
ſelves ſo effectually in it, that notwithſtand- 
ing he brought up his whole army to 
diſlodge us, after much heſitation, he de- 
ſiſted from the attack. We could not 
continue there, ſo the next night we re- 
turned ſafe into garriſon, bringing with 
us about an hundred priſoners, among 
whom are ſome officers of rank. This 
briſk action in our general will convince 
the duke of his ſpirit and bravery, and 
it will ſerve by way of rebuke to him for 


z only fighting at a diſtance. 


I think myſelf particularly fortunate to 
have been in this ſervice. Till then I had 
only the theoretic knowledge of a ſoldier, 

now I have had a little practice, and am 
happy i it was followed with ſo much eclaz.. 
It "HON put me in excellent ſpirits, and I 

wal. have more confidence in my 


courage 


: 
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courage than before I could have in- 
dulged without the imputation of vanity. 
I congratulate you likewiſe, my deareſt 
love, on my fafety, and yet continuing 
well in health, though almoſt all here 
feel the cruel effects of the ſcurvy, which 

rages intenſely amongſt the common 
men, but who will not breathe a com- 
plaint leſt they ſhould be ſent to the hoſ- 
pital, which is the fulleſt of all our poſts, 


TI have ws Captaly. — -oks 
carries the news of our coup de main (if 
that is not enlarging too much on it, 
| though it really deſerves great credit) ta 
the ſecretary of war, to convey this letter 
to you ; and as he does me the honour of 
profeſſing great friendſhip for me, he has 
promiſed to deliver it with his own hand. 
Oh! how much ſhall I envy him; he will 
behold the lovelieſt of women | When will 
that bleſſing be allowed to Alfred ? I fatter 
myſelf, that as the battalion I am in has 


been a h Jong time here, that when this 
buſineſs 
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buſineſs is accompliſhed, or a peace takes 
place, I ſhall be able to return, or at leaſt, 
 furely I can get leave of abſence for a 
few months, as a reward for my ſervices. 
Ah! they little Know what a reward in- 
deed there would be in ſtore for the then 
happy, thrice happy es 
8 Fe ALFRED! 


— — 8 F ˙ es Ee en ene 


hn : Tor? Oy FO” 


4. E 1 * E R cn. 
3 ELwina To ALyReD. 


= H E trueſt delight I could feel, I 
E have this day experienced from 
. pos; your good friend Captain —— ; 
with what pleaſure J looked on the face 
of a man whoſe eyes have beheld my Al- 
fred! I truſt you told him on what terms 
of tender affection and engagement we 
were, for elſe the man would think me 
mad. I aſked him ten thouſand queſtions, 
| 


which he good naturedly and patiently an- 
ſwered. He ſays, there is a veſſel going 
| out with inſtructions to the general, by 
which 
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which he ſhall write : he added, « You may 
* be ſure I had ſome few commiſſions 
« given me, which I muſt anſwer 0 on the 


cc e of a ſoldier.” 


He is a very ; man; but 1 
belieye I thought him more ſo, becauſe 


you ſtyle him your friend. He gives a moſt 
noble character of you, and tells me, you 


are beloved by every one in the garriſon. 
Ah! who ean doubt it? All unprejudiced 
perſons muſt love my Alfred. My letter 
will go by the ſame conveyance ; ; and I can 
tell you our ticket is yet in the wheel, and 
it is yet a very rich one; however, our 
fate in that inſtance rfuſt ſoon be decided, 

as there is not much more than A fortnight 

longer to draw. © 


i cannot gain my ae wiſh of 


ſtaying with Maria. It was denied in ſuch 
a manner as did not ſoften the refuſal ; 


but I bore it with all becoming meekneſs; 
for had I reſented the non-compliance with 
Pl the 
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the requeſt, perhaps they would have i Lie 
terdicted my correſpondence with her, 


and then probably a quarrel would have 


been the conſequence, which, if poſſible, 
for a thouſand reaſons, I will carefully 


avoid. 


I do congrawlate myſelf indegd, my. 
dear Alfred, on your brilliant ſucceſs, 


and happy exemption from injury, from 
Jour brave exertion! Oh ! may every 


action of your life be filled with honour, 


and may all your enemies ban your 
trium ) Fa 


My prayers are ſent " hourly for Jr 


and my grateful heart ceaſes not to thank 


Heaven for its ſignal mercies to me, in 


preſerving your health and life among 


ſuch e 


Ic is the opinion of the nene here, 
that poor Minorca muſt ſoon be given up. 


Ho is it poſſible to withſtand ſuch a force 


as is brought againſt it, with ſo few men 
vi "_ 0 


e 
n 
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to defend it ic ?—Beſides, though you ae 
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diffienfioih between the general and his 


lieutenant is of great hurt to the ſafety 
of the garriſon. 


S A NE L NNLTES oon avtrrnns wo 
CC INS IFRS SST oO I IS 


You know. I am much in the übt of 
hearing the ſubje& of politics diſcuſſed at 
our houſe, from the number of members 
of parliament and the council that frequent 

our parties. I now liſten with avidity, and 
my heart is-elated, or caſt down, a as 1 ſee 
their faces appear. 
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1 mak not tell you, but that I think it 
moſt likely Captain will mention 
it to you, that he did not dine at our houſe. 
Maria was fo kind as to invite him to her 
facher's. Oh! Alfred, that houſe is more 

like my home than the one I uſed to de- 
| light in; there I meet with {miles and 
congenial minds. 


Bc i promiſed to call upon me in 
town, if he is not ordered to return, which 
#7 22h = KS he 
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he thinks it probable he hall not. And, 
indeed, 1t 1s now the received opinion, that 
you will not be able to defend yourſelves 
much longer. Oh! may the: God of all 
mercies take you under his protection, 
and ſoon allow us the felicity of meeting 
in fafety and comfort! I am more and 
more anxious for that bleſt moment; and 
in ſpite of my reſolution, 1 ſometimes 
give myſelf up to the moſt frightful deſpair. 
Indeed, who can help trembling, when 
they feel as 1 do what a ſtake _ have 


to loſe ? 16 
Ta am ever moſt faithfully your own . 


Emin. 


LETTER cn. N 


1 10 3 


"HAVE juſt peruſed your letter, my 
ever loved Elwina ; and 1. have 1 
read a letter from my friend Captain — 3 
which has filled my heart with concern 


2 © — 


4 1 and 
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and grief, I adjured him to tell me a 
thoulanJ particulars, which I could not fo 
well learn from your pen, though I know 
my love never meant to deceive her Al- 

fred, but to ſpare his boſom from painful 
diſquiet. 
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My friend informs me, you are ex- 
tremely altered from the time your pic- 
ture was taken, and which I ſhewed to him, 
and but one more beſide has ever beheld 
its beauties. The dear portrait has been 
ſacred to Alfred. They, however, are my 
particular intimates, and men that may be 
truſted, But to return to my ſubject. Oh! 
my beloved, has then the abſence of thy 
Alfred robbed your lovely cheeks of their 
native hue? And is it to grief that the 
brilliancy of the fineſt eyes in the world 
has been ſacrificed? Though your lovely 
and elegant perſon was but a ſecond charm 
in my eye, yet I can but lament the cauſe 
by which your beauty is diminiſhed. El- 


wina, you muſt not grieve and lament my 
abſence 


* a : >. EX n 
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abſence ſo much; I ſhall write to Maria, 


and chide her for not keeping up . ſ] _—_ 
as ſhe promiſed ſhe would. | 


I feel 8 againſt all your family, 
and ſhall bleſs the means which will af- 

ford me the happineſs of taking you from 
them. Oh, how unworthy are they of the 
goodneſs you have ſhewn, and the ſacri- 
fice we have made to prudential motives ! 
But my deareſt girl, we will be happy in 
ſpite of them. I am not fo high in my 
notions as I was; not fo © proud of heart,” 
as you humorouſly ſtyled me; I can now 
ſee how much happier I could have been 
with my Elwina in a cottage, than to be 
forced to live far from her; not that I am 
tired of a ſoldier's life, or wiſh to ſhare 


toils which you 
Were born to . dut not endure; 


But when peace arrives, with all her ſmiling | 
train, I ſhall not be ſorry to taſte dear do- 
meſtic eaſe with the loved object of my 


heart. But what enjoyment ſhall J loſe, if 
: you, 
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you, myangel, are in ill health! Oh! I can- 
not ſupport the idea of your being ill ; for 
Heaven's fake have ſome advice, and do 
not attempt to deceive me; you will be 
| laying a train for misfortune to overwhelm 
me indeed; for where am I to look for 
comfort, if I loſe you ? You promiſed me 
you would look forward to better days; 
meet them then, my beloved, with expecting 
ſmiles, do not wait their approach with 
anxious cares, robbing them of the dear 
_ delights they have undoubtedly in | ſtore 


for you. 


My Elwina, you are not to learn how 
much the peace and happineſs of thy Al- 
fred is bound up in yours: you live ſe- 

cluded from ſociety; you ſhould not be 
ſo. Why did you generouſly tell me you 
ſhould rejoice at any pleaſure I ſhould meet 
with, and to hear I could forget my cares, 
and ſmile ? Do you think me ſo ſelfiſh. 

then that I ſhould not wiſh you to partici- 
pate in thoſe amuſements which your ſex 
FFF and 
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and age ſo well intitle you to engage in? 
Do not think the trifle you can ſave will 
be adequate to the loſs of your health and 
ſpirits ? Let us be frugal, my love, when 
we are in poſſeſſion of the ſweeteſt of 

treaſures in each other; then we ſhall not 
want the idle pleaſures of life to amuſe 
us, who ſee in each other whatever is de- 


lightful and deſirable. 


But I. would counſel you to vary your 
amuſement, or you will loſe that charm- 
ing vivacity, that at once rendered you 
ſo. pleaſing and inſtructive to every one, 
by ſetting them a leſſon, how they might 
go and charm likewiſe. 


Mrs. M—— is not improved by the 
. converſation of her huſband. How cruel 
and unfeeling was her behaviour to my 
lovely girl ! How could ſhe join in _—_ 
ing at your amiable ſenſibility ? 


My Elwina, ſuch people have not ſouls. . 


As 
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An Tichave obſerved to you before, I 
think I am too young a ſoldier to preſume 
to give my opinion; as my little know- 
ledge ariſes ſolely from books, and what 
I can learn from the converſation of others; 
yet I will go fo far as to tell you, if I ſhould 
ever riſe to the honour of commanding; a 
fortreſs, and it is my fortune to have it 
inveſted, I ſhould keep in mind a bad 


line in poetry, which has: nn good 
ſound ſenſe in it: Gili“ 003: ; 99192 


He comes too near, who « comes to be denied.” 


This will ſtand good i in ; tao mall as 
morals, . You. ſhould not ſuffer your ene- - 
my to come ſo near as to make a repulſe 
neceſſary. ** ſee many things which I 
ſhould. avoid, and which there are many 
here ſce as well as myſelf; but it is not too 
late, and the unhappy diſagreement between 
two gallant and able officers, has done great 
injury to the ſervice; you will eaſily be- 
lieve each has his partizans, as it is dif- 
ficult to avoid taking an opinion; and in, 
all ll probabiley, if the general is not crown- 
M 2 | ed 
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* 


ed with ſucceſs, more may be faid of it 
hereafter, This is the private opinion of 
ſome, which makes every one cautious of 
ſpeaking openly now, and their prudence is 
to be commended. 
It is impoſſible, perhaps, for two officers 
to think exactly the ſame, when the eclat 
would be beſtowed only on one. Where 
the fault lies I cannot pretend to ſay, but 
the effect is too viſible, and is by no 
means pleaſant _ But theſe diſſenſions have 
ever been between commanders : Nor 
can we read of any engagement, whether 
ſucceſsful or unfortunate, but what much 
more might have been done, had there 
been a coincidence of opinion, which, 
from the nature of men in general, is 
ſearcely to be expected. For after all, 
they are but men, and cannot diveſt them- 
ſelves of their ſelf- love ſufficiently to ſa- 


crifice their ſhare of the glory to another. 
In ſhort, to uſe a vulgar expreſſion, theß 
cannot ſubmit 2 to beat the buſh, while 

= another 
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er another runs away with the game. We 
are ambitious of fame, but are not patriots 
enough to ſuffer patiently another to build 
his merit on ours; and if we cannot appear 
in the foregreund, are too apt to envy 
thoſe that do, and blacken the canvals, 
that the figures may not look brilliant at 
our expence. I cannot have the honour 
of this buſineſs aſcribed to me, neither 
« ſhall 1 labour under the imputation of 
e having done wrong if we are unſucceſs- 
ce ful. This reflection, I think, would 
ſtrike me forcibly, if I was ſecond in com- 
mand, like to compare ſmall things with 
great my {ſinging an underpart to my 
Elwina— Every one has commended the 
air, and given the praiſe to your per- 
formance, not conſidering, though I was 
not a princi ipal, I ſtill added to the har- 
mony. And how often have you and I 
heard a duet beautiful in its parts, and 
ſung by two good voices, yet quite ſpoiled 
by the ſecond. forgetting his ſubordinate 


ſtation, and ſtriving to ſhine, inſtead of 
M 3 following 
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following and ſinging to the firſt. This 
is "ous: ambitious 1 in the wrong place. 


—— any 


It thould ſeem as if poor Minorca was 
a devoted ſacrifice, for ſhe is totally left to 
herſelf, and unprovided with the means of 
long holding out againſt the ſtrength of ſo 
potent an enemy. But I will fay the de- 
fence has been a gallant one, and will not 
read bad in hiſtory. It is unfortunate for 
me, on the outſet of my career in the paths 
of glory, to have been ſent on the © forlorn 
« hope;;” and yet I am ſometimes induced 
to look on our ſituation in that'point of 
vñe w. We have ſerved to amuſe the enemy, 
and divert them from attacking ſome 
place of more importance to the ſtate of 
Great Britain; and if it ſhould prove fo, 
our ſufferings are not 10 vain. In any caſe 
it is our duty to obey orders, and com- 
ply with the exigencies of the times, which, 
God knows, are bad enough. England 
_ againſt. all the world, i is rather an unequal 
than and 1 we Would loſe the game at 

N DA * 5 laſt, 


8 


FOR FATHERS. 47 


laſt, there will be ſome merit due to us, 
however, for having ſtood our ground, and 
neither declining the challenge or daſtardly 
running from the rencontre. Theſe re- 
flections, my Elwina, muſt conſole me if 
it is my fate to be one of thoſe deſtined to 
well the triumph of the enemy; but you 
know one comfort is, I am but a fly on the 
wheel, and not a preſumptuous one neither. 
If our general is covered with laurels, I 
ſhall not have more than one leaf to my 
ſhare ; and if Fortune plays him a ſlippery 
trick, my name is too obſcure to be 


Let the corny take the garriſon 1 
they will, they cannot have much to boaſt 
of. It is a mere hoſpital. There are not 
abſolutely men enough to relieve properly, 
o that many of the poſts are intirely with- 
out defence; but we put the beſt face we 
can upon it, and this policy has ſerved to 
intimidate the enemy, as they kept a moſt 
cautious diſtance in the conſtruction and 
M 4 | progreſs 
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_ progreſs of their works. Our gallant fel- 
lows, though ſick and almoſt dying, ſtill 
will have their jokes, and laughing, ſay, 
The Spaniſh troops ſhould be ſent to 
&* ſchool to learn to ſtand fire.” How- 
ever, they want no inſtruction in the art of 
giving it; for their vaſt and numerous 
artillery are ſo weighty, and the ſhowers of 
ſhot and ſhells ſo inceſſant, that they have 
nearly demoliſhed all the upper works, 
and I am ſorry to add, have rendered many 
of our pieces of ordnance uſeleſs. The 
veteran officers ſay, they never ſaw in any 
| ſervice equal deſtruction. We may carry 
this buſineſs off, my dear Elwina, with all 
the compoſure in the world; but it is a 
mortifying circumſtance to be cooped up 
here, to he ſhyed at like a poor cock on a 
Shrove Tueſday, and not have it in our 
power to ſtir by way of annoying the 
enemy. Mais fortune la guerre, et je ſuis 
content. It was no choice of mine, only 1 
hope we mall not be cenſured by and by 


= at home, for not having done all in our 


i „ power. 


wt " 
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power. We have had much more to 
combat than the enemy alone, and it would 
wring your gentle heart to ſee the ſqualid, 
emaciated ſoldiers © grin horridly a ghaſtly 
c ſmile” at any appearance of ſucceſs, 
and ſtand cheerfully to their arms, till they 
drop with fatigne, never to riſe again. 
It is very common to find them dying 

with diſeaſe, when the relief is going to 
mount the batteries; and yet you never 
hear the voice of complaint. But it can- 
not laſt. long thus; either our miniflers- 
- muſt ſend: additional forces, or in pity to 
the few who remain, the general, I doubt, 
will be forced to capitulate.—I wiſh it 
could be avoided, and. Lam n ſure 1 it will if. 
poſſible. 


But what ſignifies the hardſhips ef war, 
or any other. ills that fleſh is heir to, 
if you my beloved Elwina will cheer your 
foldier with your endearing finiles,. and 
ſoothe all his griefs? Yet my deareſt- girl, 
Vunleſs he. can. hear you are well and in 
5 MM. good 
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good ſpirits, Srhive!; is he to look for com- 
fort and conſolation? For thy Alfred's 
ſake then, my Elwina, keep up a good heart, 
and never loſe ſight of the hope (bleſſed 
above all other) that we ſhall ſoon meet, 
and ſoon be united in the delightful bands 
of holy wedded love. And when „ ſweet 
peace” will give us leave, we will imitate 
the Dennifons. We ſhall have a better in- 
come than they have, with not four chil- 
dren to ſet out with. - Oh! we ſhall 
« grow rich by ſaving,” as my angel ſays. 
But then you muſt be in perfect health, or 
our ſcheme will be entirely fruſtrated. — 
I will never forgive Maria for not exerting 
herſelf to amuſe you; tell her how exceed- 
ingly angry J am, and that I ſhall ſoon come 


over and ſcold her heartily ; then tell your- 


ſelf, my beloved, that no being on earth 
is dear to me but your own dear ſelf ; 
| that my heart and ſoul are devoted to you, 
while they can be ed in the ſervice of 
vor 


38 LE T- 


FOR FATHER S. 


5 


LE TT E N :GIVo 
EL WIN A TO ALFRED; 


F the requeſt of my beloved Alfred did 

L not endear life to me, I. ſhould be the 
moſt unworthy of beings. —That your 
friend Captain — fhould find me altered 
from my picture, I do not wonder at; con- 
ſider, my Alfred, the hopes that played 
round my heart, and the objeck I had be- 
fore my eyes when that portrait was taken. 
When he ſaw the original, he beheld a 
poor weak creature, whoſe hopes were al- 
moſt dead, and whoſe eyes were no longer 
bleſt with the fight of him alone who could 
now reſtore their brilliancy. IL was very | 
much indiſpoſed too at that time: Tou 
remember my telling you ef my ſitting 
late in the evening, too late indeed for 
my health, on the favourite ſeat ſo well 
Known to you: I then caught a very 
. M 6 levers 
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| ſevere cold, which ſettled on my lungs, and 
I was too wretched in my mind to attend 
to the ailment of my body, ſo that I muſt 
own my diſorder gained a greater height 


than it would have done had I foreſeen 


any thing worth living for; but I am 

much better now, indeed I am; and I will 
ſtrive to recover as faſt as I can. Care 
and attention will, I doubt not, very ſoon 
reftore me to that ſtate of health I uſed to 
enjoy. You muſt not be angry, even in 
zeſt, with our dear Maria; I am much 
indebted to her tenderneſs. I do not think 
I ſhould have been living now, but for 
her kind care.— All the diſturbances of 
my family are laid to my charge; and I 
am fo repeatedly told, that if it was not 

| for me, they ſhould never have had a do- 
meſtjc quarrel, that I could not ſome- 
times help joining in their wiſh, of hav- 
ing followed me to the. grave ſome years 
fince, when I had a dangerous fever, and 
was loved by every one. Theſe are cut- 
ting things, my dear Alfred, to hear con- 
tinually, 


— 
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tinually, and when you were torn from me, 
made me leſs ſolicitous about my health 
than I ought to have been. It is not 
however too late, and if you are in earneſt 
in your aſſurances of taking me from a 
home, which I am grieved to the ſoul ts 
| ſay, is now hateful to me, I ſhall be more 
_ earneſt in my endeavours towards facili» 
tating my recovery. You. ſeemed always 
fo much to dread a life of comparative 
poverty, that I was (as you know I have 
long declared) fully. reſolved: never to be 
your wife, till we had an income that 
ſhould enable us a little to keep pace with 
my family. But marry when I will, I 
ſhall be looked on as an outcaſt from them, 
therefore they will not be diſgraced by our 
humble ſtyle of living; and according to 
my preſent mode, I ſhall not be very ex- 
penſive to you, for I live wholly on vege- 
tables; I with I could ſend you ſome of 
my ſhare. That diet has been ordered 
for me; and I find myſelf much benefited 
by fo ſimple a regimen, e 
N 1 hope, 


44 THE SCHOOL. 


I hope, my Alfred, we ſhall prove that 
happineſs depends not on the exterior of 
ſhew and parade. I have at laſt, thank 
Heaven, made you a convert to my ſober 
icheme of elegant retirement, and you will 
find more charms in a country. life now 

than before you. was put up in your coop. 
You will give me credit for being in to- 
terable ſpirits; your affectionate letters 
dught to have that good effect. I wiſh 
from my ſoul we could have an honourable 
peace, but I fear that is hardly poſſible 
while all the world is againſt « poor old 
England! They do talk ſtrongly of a 
change in the miniſtry; a change of men 
may produce a change of meaſures, and: | 
ſomething new will be ſtruck out. If they 
err, moſt probably they will chooſe a new 
path for their errors, and not that which 
has been ſo long trodden in vain. I figh. 
for peace—my foul ſickens at the ſound of 
war—Oh! my Alfred, a ſnug. little cot- 
tage with you, and I will freely. reſign the 
pomps and vanities of the world to thoſe 
; 5 WhO 
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who have no taſte for higher; joys. Give 
but Alfred to his faithful : 


ELWINA. 


NAS Le A — WY F2 . 5 
- G 4 . 5 


LETTER CV. 
To the ſame. 


V beſt 1 Alfred, F doubt our very 
ſober ſcheme of retirement will be 
fruſtrated—and what means do you ſup- 
poſe will have that effect? No leſs than 
the moſt brilliant ſucceſs in the wheel 
of fortune! O, my Alfred, I congratulate: 
you on the ſmiles of the fickle goddeſs! 
Ves, you will have both my letters to- 
gether, and in this you will receive the 
news of our ticket coming up a prize of 
ten thouſand pounds! Oh, Plutus! I am 
half inclined to build temples to thy di- 
vinity, thou art © the god of my idolatry !” 
for thou art the bleſſed means of beſtow- 
ing all that I can wiſh-for in Alfred ! 
Les 


—. — — 


_ 


_—_— — 
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Ves yes, I know. I ſhall ſoon. recover 
44 6 bloom, and my vivacity is already 


returned. My Alfred, how ſhall I ſuf- 


ficiently adore * the Giver of all good 


„things“ for this benefit? Now ſhall we in- 


deed be rewarded for all our ſufferings— 
and I ſhall be able to relate a few hard- 
ſhips, which I have kept to myſelf, but which 
however you ſhall not know, till you have 
it in your power to hold me to your faitH- 
ful boſom, and join with your Elwina in 
thanks to. Heaven, that they are now all 


over for ever. 


It was but yeſterday I received the good 
news: I had regiſtered the ticket, and 


requeſted the intelligence of its fate might 


be tranſmitted to. Maria. 


Oh! ih what joy. the dear girl poſted 
up to me! She ſent for a chaiſe directly, 
and that ſhe might not. delude me with 
falſe hopes, went immediately to. the 
office where 1 it was purchaſed, and had her 

"wiſhes 
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wiſhes and hopes confirmed : ſhe then flew 
to me, and I have been ſo long difuſed to 
ſee faces burniſhed with ſmiles, that I 
could not avoid aſking her by what magic 
ſhe had got ſuch a ſer of brilliant features? 
She Gow informed me whoſe wand had 
wrought ſo wonderful a change, —and,—- 
but I will not pretend to ſay how I was 
affected, you know I have not been ac- 
cuſtomed to have my heart tried by pro- 
ſperity, and ſuch a burſt of happineſs 
crowding on me at once, nearly overſet 
my poor weak frame; but comforted by a 
thouſand delightful ideas, I bore the re- 
verſe of fortune tolerablyj. With her 
advice I went directly into the city, and 
raking an honeſt . broker of her acquaint- 
ance with me, I ſoon changed my little 
bit of paper into ſubſtantial ſtock ; and 
now our property. is inveſted. in the three 
per cents. which being very law at this 
_ criſis, made it the beſt fund for our newly 
acquired fortune. —I was too much agitat- 

ed to write yeſterday, and indecd my heart 
| full 
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ſtill flutters ſo much, that 1 can ſcarcely 
hold my pen ; but leſt exceſs of happineſs 


- ſhould kill me, I was determined before I 


flept, that if J died in the night, I would 
firſt appoint my own heir, ſo I had an in- 
ſtrument drawn up, which made you ſole 


Proprietor of a ſum, which I hope I ſhall 


have the felicity of ſharing with you for 


_— many 1 8 


The affair of the ticket was an abſolute | 
fecret in my own family, and IT hardly 
knew how to bring out the intelligence: 
but chance ſometimes does more than de- 
fign. I found I could not get my matters 
of importance ſettled by dinner time; 
therefore diſpatched a porter home to fay ! 
had accompanied Maria into the city on 
ſome particular buſineſs that would detain 
us till the evening. Mr. D. the broker, 
very civilly preſſed us to partake of his 


family dinner, and I ate a potatoe with 


him, which is yet quite a meal for me; 


| and on that. — you will bel] ieve I had not 


much 
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much appetite.—Indeed, the hurry and 
agitation of my ſpirits were fo viſible, that 
as ſoon as I got to Bedford-Square, Maria, 
ever attentive, inſiſted on my ſending 
for a ſurgeon, as ſhe thought it highly 
neceſſary I ſhould ſubmit to the operation 
of bleeding. My mother had ſome curi- 
olity, no doubt, to know what had taken 
me from home, and ſuppoſed ſome acci- 
dent had happened, as ſhe found a ſurgeon 
had been ſent for. She came up into my 
room while the buſineſs was doing ; Maria 
had informed our ſurgeon of the cauſe of 
the tremor he had felt in my pulſe, and 
he inſtantly diſcloſed the matter to my 
mother. You muſt imagine her ſurpriſe 
at the unexpected information. I thought 
the good man muſt have left my arm un- 
bound, to run with his lancet to her 0 
e the fame office. 


F * 


She obſerved, ſhe need not wiſh me joy 
of it, ſince, no doubt, I had already 
formed my plan for parting with it. 1 

_ aſſured 
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aſſured her 1 had: and was thank ſul for 


the means which Heaven had now put in» 
my power of purchaſing happineſs, 


| And {et all your friends at defiance. = 


I told her I could not now argue on the 
ſubject. They whom ſhe called my friends 
had left me to the fate they had forced 
upon me; and had taught me the painful 
leſſon of diſcriminating between friends 


and relations: but that I ſtill remembered 


where duty was. due; and when the olive 
branch was. held out to me, I ſhould moſt 

thankfully, on my knees, accept it. My 
tears flowed, and I fondly hoped I might 
ſoften her heart: but ſhe coldly ſaid, I 


| knew on what terms peace might be re- 
| ſtored, which my perverſeneſs had inter- 
rupted.— Mr. S8. obſerved, it would be 
better for me to be kept quite compoſed; 


and my mother, taking the hint, withdrew. 
My dear Maria ſtaid the night with me; 
nor would ſuffer me to recall any unplea- 
ſant event, but urged me to look forward 

| to 


2 
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to bright hope —ſtill brighter by almoſt a 
certainty of happineſs. And ſurely, my 
Alfred, we ſhall be uncommonly happy 


there will be but one alloy to its perfec- 


tion; and I truſt in Heaven that will ſoon 
be got over; for I never ſhall think my- 
ſelf debaſed by making the moſt humble 
advances towards a reconciliation with my 


parents, who were never ſevere to me but 


in this inſtance; and, perhaps, I was re- 


prehenſible, for entering into ſo ſolemn an 


engagement without their knowledge. 
How thankful then ſhould I be. to Provi- 


dence, that the dear object of my love was 
the beſt and moſt amiable of men !—And' 
how many young women are there whofe 
engagements are productive of ruin to 
themſelves, and diſgrace to their families! 
—Your Elwina is happily an exception. 
And T flatter myſelf, I ſhould never have 


been caught by your fine form, had not 
the moſt handſome and elegant of men 


been likewiſe the moſt amiable My 


fancy might have been charmed, but my 
Judge 
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judgment would have had nothing to do in 

the affair; conſequently, your reign would 

have been very ſhort, had not your interior 

merit even ſurpaſſed that exterior beauty 
which the coldeſt hearts muſt acknowledge | 

you poſſeſs in an eminent degree. I ſhould 

not ſay all this, if I did not know you are 

perfectly free from that kind of vanity 

Which prizes itſelf on the poſſeſſion of 


| what-a few years muſt certainly, and va- 
\ rious accidents may, in an hour, deprive 

you of. I will now have done. Heaven 

| fend us peace! for that bleſſing will dif- 

|: | fuſe itſelf all around—and who ſhall have 

| cauſe to rejoice in it more than you and I? 

| Oh, bleſſed peace! reftore to me all my 

comforts entire, by giving: my Alfred to- 

his faithful | 
| E L W : N A. 


ArRkD To ELWINA.. 
HE „ forlorn hope” till keeps its 
head above water but how much 


| 
ar n CNL 
6 longer 
| 


longer it will be able to hold out is un- 
certain. Oh! for five thouſand idle fel- 
lows that only wear cockades. to look, 
brilliant in the eyes of their miſtreſſes !, 
Here we ſhould find hot work for them 3 
and they might ſtand in the room of better 
men, and ſave them: they would make 
excellent food for powder. My beloved 
Elwina, we feem cut off from all ſociety.— 

A little object to be pelted at, with our 


hands tied behind us. It is almoſt as bad | 


as ſtanding in the pillory, only that no 
diſgrace is annexed to our ſituation. That; 
is all our comfort. Honour is all a ſoldier, 
has to boaſt of: and it would be *! 
indeed to force the Dons to raiſe the ſiege. 


But our internal diſagreements (I ſpeak it, 


in, confidence to you, my love) hurts the 
cauſe more than any external circumſtance, 
That fatal jealouſy, and averſeneſs to fol- 
low a good hint, becauſe an inferior pro- 
poſes it, will be the ruin of every thing. 
There ſhould be but one commanding 


| = officer—cither of .our generals, being ſole, 


would 
J 
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would do wonders—but as it is-—well, 

it cannot be helped and things, it is eaſy 
to foreſee, will 'go worſe and worſe. I 
think there is ſomething diabolic in the 


__ diſpoſition that can rejoice at the misfor- 


tunes of our country, becauſe their mea- 
ſures were not adopted. T am of no 


| party but that of uniformly wiſhing ſuc- 


ceſs to our arms— and when a ſhout is 
given at any little inſtance of ſuperiority, I 
care not from which battery it comes, I 
will join it with all my heart. But when 


heads fall out, the reſt will take their 


ſhare; and, conſequently, it makes many 
diſputes, which end in quarrels, among 


. thoſe who really have no buſineſs to in- 


terfere in the matter. This, of courſe, 


renders the ſervice diſagreeable, as one half 


of the 5e is at variance with the other. d 


* ſhould not be tired of my fituation, 
but from theſe circumſtances—T wiſh to 


oy vell Ne all but Wat 2 1s ſearcely poſſi- 
„„ 1 
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ble—there will be murmurers and croakers 
Hand one cannot always ſhut one's ears. 


I think the time very long ſince I have 
| had a letter from my ever loved Elwina ; 
but I truſt I ſhall now very ſoon-have that 
happineſs, as the wind is fair; and we are 
eagerly expecting ſome relief from our 
country, which, indeed, is neceſſary to our 
falvation as a fortreſs and without it 
arrives ſpeedily, we ſhall no longer be free 
ee of Great Britain. 


We have juſt commenced the new year, 
and the garriſon is now ſo much reduced 
by ſickneſs, that there are not more than 
ſix hundred and ſixty men fit for duty in 
any degree; and out of them there are not 
more than a hundred that the ſurgeons 
pronounce free from ſcurvy: of the reſt, 
there is no chance of their recovering to 
health, unlefs they could get freſh provi- 
ſions and vegetables; ſo that every day 
we may expect large draughts for the 

Vo. III. N n 
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| hoſpital. I. wiſh each poſt was as well 
filled as: thoſe wards are we ſhould yet 
hold up our heads, and look with ſome 
confidence in the faces of the Dons. 


It is only wonderful that the enemy does 
not attempt a coup de main, which was done 
in the former ſiege, when the fortreſs was 
defended by General Blakeney; and the 
garriſon was many, many degrees ſtronger 
than it is at preſent. 


Nothing can exceed the valour and con- 
ſtancy diſplayed by the garriſon; and the 
behaviour of the common men is almoſt 
without example. There is not a day but 

numbers of the ſoldiers actually die on 

guard, who, from eagerneſs to do their 
duty in defending the place, conceal their = 

Illneſs to prevent their being ſent to the 

| hoſpital. Such nobleneſs of mind deſerves 

better fortune :—and yet what greater 
honour can a ſoldier wiſh for, than bravely _ 

to die * his country ! But we are quite 


; \ 3 forgotten 
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forgotten by our miniſters at home, and 
left a prey to, diſeaſe and anguiſh ; which 
is worſe than being gloriouſly ſlain in bat- 


tle. The proſpe& of our tombs being 5 


decked with laurels, ſmooths the hard bed 


ol death — but to be the ſacrifice of neglect, 


or deſign, will add a keener edge to the 
ſword of the enemy. „ 


The officers, in point of health, are bet- 
ter off than the ſoldiery but what can 


ſuch an handful of men do without ſuc- 
cours 2. Vou will think, my dear love, I 
am grown a murmurer too. It is difficult 
to avoid the infection when one is ſur- 

rounded with that tribe, and really feel 

there is too much reaſon for complaining. 
I have read a great deal on the ſubject of 
ſieges, and gather as much information as 
1 can from men who have grown grey in 
the ſervice of their country in different 


wars and climates w_ and the reſult is--- Tam 


not thoroughly ſatisfied. But this I know, 
if I was high in rank, I would reſign my 
' 0-4 com- 
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commiſſion, before I would accept a com- 


mand over a place that is devoted by the 


miniſter to be a Jeape-goat, or a tub thrown 
out to amuſe the whale. Whether we 


| poor fellows are in that rag] re- 


mains to > be hot 


But I OP it will one "av be Wen 
into; and likewiſe where the fault of ſome 
things lie. You are not a ſoldier, my Elwina, 


ſo 1 cannot at preſent explain myſelf to you 


—nor would it be proper; in five mi- 
nutes wp could illuſtrate it to you very 


| clearly, if 1 was fitting by you like uncle 


Toby, fighting over my battles: and 1 
know you could not help exclaiming, 


Good God! was it poſſible to overlook 


« that?” I know you would. There are 


ſome things ſo very obvious, that they 


'ought to. be taken notice of; and I ſin- 


£ cerely wiſh they may. And if they meet 


with approbation--- -why then I am no ſol- 
dier, and ſhall never make a general. but 


will be content to turn my ſword into a 
Plough- a 
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ploughſhare. I wiſh to have your letter in 
anſwer to my reſolution of copying the 


plan of the Denniſons. I am certain of 


having the concurrence of my deareſt girl 
in thoſe little manceuvres. 1 long too to 
hear you have taken more care of your dear 
health. My love, that is a bleſſing which 
gives us a gout for all others; and, 1 

ſhort, no one can be ſaid to enjoy happi- 
neſs, when that * N 


And now, adieu! my ever loved El- 
wina. I feel more anxious impatience to 
get your next letters, than I have ever 
experienced fince this tedious abſence. 
It is now more than twelve months ſince 1 


parted from my ſoul's treaſure ; and 1 ea- 
gerly pant for the tranſport of ſeeing her 


again. Dear as I ever prized your ſociety, 
Jam ready to condemn myſelf for not 
having been ſo ſenſible of it as I ought.— 
And yet of what do I accuſe myſelf? Your 
loved converſation was dearer to.me than 


life or breath, I never knew enjoyment or 
bo 1 delight 
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delight but when you was by to diſpenſe 
it to me. Oh, my love, how infinite are 
my obligations to you !-—The longeſt life 
of tenderneſs could not repay all I owe you. 


Again adieu, my ever loved Elwina levees. 
I am yours, and yours alone, 
ALFRE D. 


— * PO tt. 
! ons FOE 


LETTER Cyll. 


Liu r. M. To Manta” 
Mb Al, 
F the requeſt of a very particular 
A friend of mine, and a very deſerving 
officer, I have the honour of addreſſing 
you on the melancholy event that has at 
once deprived me of a valuable acquaint- 
ance, and the ſervice of a gallant ſoldier, 


"You: will find incloſed, a letter, which, 
With great pain and difficulty, was written 
a a 4 ſhort time before his death. As he 

| OR 
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ſpoke of you with the greateſt friendſhip, 
there can be no one ſo proper to ſoften 
the cruel event to the lady, for whom the 
incloſed is addreſſed. I beg you to believe, 
that I feel the utmoſt pain on this occa- 
lion, as no one could know the lieutenant 
without entertaining a partiality for him. 
J had the honour of his more | particular 
confidence, and feel moſt ſenſibly for. the 
affliction which this intelligence will con- 
vey to the object of the moſt faithful and 
en paſſion that woman could inſpire. 


— 
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It revives my de to relate each cir- 

cuntirmcs that attended the laſt hours of 
my gallant friend; but I know it will be 
the only ſatisfaction his lamenting ſurvi- 
vors can receive, to know that every thing 
poſſible was done for him, to ſoften the 
rigour of his fate. 


Three days ſince, on the firſt of Fe- || 
bruary, Lieutenant Harley mounted guard, j 
and in about an hour afterwards, a ſhell 1 

N 4 ſtruck 
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ſtruck on the baſtion, and he had not 
time to get into the caſemate, which is 
bomb proof. The exploſion of the ſhell 
coſt ſeveral lives, and my excellent friend 
was mortally wounded. I happened very 
fortunately to be off duty, therefore had an 
opportunity of attending him as long as 
my zealous but uſeleſs ſervices were necef- 
ſary. The ſurgeons, who examined the 
wounds and fractures, immediately pro- 
nounced his recovery impoſſible. He re- 
ceived the fatal intelligence with as much 
conſtancy and courage. as it was poſſible 
for a man, who, but the day before, had re- 


ceived letters from the beloved of > 


heart, which (congratulated him on an ac- 

erſſion of fortune, by which his happineſs | 

with her would have been infured. But 
the life of a ſoldier mm by a ' thread at 
all times. 


After the wounds were dreſſed, he in- 
treated every one to leave him but me, 


and Tee” he "—_— be furniſhed with 
Bag | materials 
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materials for writing. I ſupported him 
as well as I could, to enable him to pen 
the laſt letter to his beloved. It was an 


arduous taſk, and the agonies of his mind 
bore a full proportion to thoſe of his body, 
while he was taking his final leave of all 


he loved in this world. Indeed, madam, it 


was a ſcene that would have melted a ſtoic. 


I own myſelf a man of ſenſibility, and 1 


found it difficult to bear with that neceſſary 


firmneſs Which ſerved a little to [upper 
him. | | 


* 


„ 


When he ww finiſhed td, ho and 
up a toothpick -caſe, in which was the por- 
trait of his Elwina, and he killed ime. 


veral times. He bleſſed and prayed: for 
the dear original; he bleſſed you: tony 


madam, calling you his and his loved 
Elwina's true and generous friend. He 
implored Heaven to endue you with 
ſtrength to comfort and ſupport his be- 
loved, whom he muſt now leave for ever 
Ife obliged me to accept his watch age 

N 5 1 iword, 
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ſword, with ſomes other articles belonging 
to his regimentals ; and particularly re- 
queſted me to undertake the charge of de- 


livering to you a ſmall cabinet he had 
placed all his letters in, and in which, after 


a flood of tears, he depoſited the picture 
of Elwina; declaring, he had now loſt 
ſight of every object he wiſhed to behold ! 
Then with the utmoſt fervor he addreſſed 
himſelf to that Power which alone dif- 
penſes life and death, and with the 
greateſt heroiſm and patience bore his an- 
guiſn, till human nature could ſupport him 
no more. Death came in an unfriendly. 

, hour, when circumſtances had ariſen to 
e raake him more tender of life than he 


s had for ſome time been.“ This was an 
| obſervation he made a ſhort time before 


his ſoul took its flight, Gallant, amiable ; 


youth! thy memory will long live in the 


minds of thy fellow foldiers ! 


May Heaven hear the dying prayer of 
the noble-minded oak and may you, 
| madam, 
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madem, be enabled to ſpeak words of peace 
to the greatly afflicted lady! You may reſt 
aſſured, I ſhall punctually obey the dying 
injunction of my lamented” friend; and 
take the firſt opportunity of waiting on 
you, when I return to England, which will 
probably be in a ſhort time; as the garriſon 
' capitulated this. day, and the troops will 
be ſent home as ſoon as poſſible. _ 

I have, madam, the honour of being 

Your devoted humble ſervant; 


G. N. 
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The incloſed Letter. 


Tomy beloved ade 

EAR to my heart as thou haſt ever 
.been, what anguiſh muſt I feet 
when | tell you this, my beloved Elwina, 
is the laſt letter you will ever receive from 
the man who adores you. 


Yes, my Elwina, the die is now caſt— 
our ſfwcet ſchemes are indeed all fruſtrated, 
N 6 and 


— 


N . 
* 
| 
if 
| 
| 
1 


276 THE SCHOOL 


and in the moment too when my too ig- 


norant heart was rejoicing in the bleſſed 
hope of ſoon being united to you for ever. 
But it was ſure never deſigned by that 
Heaven, which has for wiſe purpoſes di- 


vided us to all eternity. Alas! my El- 
wina, ere this reaches your loved hand, 
that of the hopeleſs writer will be cold; 


but while life holds out, it cannot reſiſt 
telling you, theſe lines are dictated by the 
trueſt heart that ever was ſenſible of wo- 
man's love. 


We muſt part, my Elwina! The pangs 


I now endure, and which make it diffi- 


cult to tell you ſo, inform me but a 


little time will your Alfred be numbered 
with the — He dies yours. 


1 bone you, 89 beloved, wich 


my dying hand, on the acceſſion of for- 
tune, though your loved Alfred cannot 


ſhare it with you. Ah! how delightful 
were the ſenſations: which kept me waking 


the 


T 2 LES LN r 22 
FOR FATHERS. #59 
| | . 


the laſt night my ſoul was "doomed't to pals 
in this earthly abode! This independence 
will enable you to live where, and how you 
pleaſe ; and if in future times you ſhould 
ſee * any one whom you ſhould. think wor- 
thy of poſſeſſing a heart Alfred aſpired to 
oh! may you be happy ! may his ten- 
derneſs be equal to that which now, and, 
while it beats, will fill my heart, my 
faithful heart! And for your ſake, my El- 
wina, my ever-loved, may his fortune be 
more happy than mine; cut off in the 
prime of life, when ſuch a proſpect was 
opening to my view! I ftrive to conſider 
it in the beſt light; yet, yet 'tis hard. 
Oh! Elwina, to part with 501 muſt 
not think of 1 Ws. 7 | 


: 
4 


May 1 — endue you with ſtrength to 
ſupport the blow for oh! I well know 
what will be your ſufferings. Bur, my 
loved angel, we ſhall meet hereafter, 
| Heaven will bleſs us at the laſt ! 


My 


—— ᷑ͥ Uo er — eo negate 
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My dying breath bleſſes and prays for 


you. Maria! dear, valuable friend, conſole 


my Elwina; teach her to bear with for- 


titude this inevitable ſtroke.—I can no 


more; the pangs of death preſs c cloſe upon 
me. May Heaven ſhower its bleflings on 
you, my loved Elwina | Deareſt beloved 


Elwina, adieu for ever! : 


Here ray the correſpondence of two of 


the moſt faithful and moſt unfortunate of 
lovers. : 


What a taſk for me, the poor forlorn 


| Maria, to pour the balm of conſolation on 


the wounds of the afflicted Elwina! 


| While I was weeping over the fad ac- 
count, and diſtracted with the idea of be- 
bolding and informing my beloved friend 


of the dreadful news, a ſervant from her 
_ father's came to me, begging me to haſten 


to 
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to 1 young lady, who, he feared, was 
—_—_ 


1 flew thither in all haſte, and found her 
juſt recovering from a fit, into which ſhe 
had been thrown by the brutality of her 
brother. He had not ſpoken to her for 
ſome months ; but this morning, with an 
air of triumph, he ga\ 7e her the Gazette to 
read, in which was the lift of the killed and 
wounded at Minorca. Yes, Clodio! you 
meant to deſtroy her—and your evil pur- 
pole was effected! 


« Take me from this houſe,” ſhe ſaid 
to me as ſoon as ſhe recovered her ſpeech; 
e ] conjure you, my Maria, take me from 

« this houſe,” There was a tremendous 
wildneſs in her eyes, and I told her mo- 
ther ſne muſt anſwer for the conſequences, 
unleſs ſhe was indulged. She was carried 
down as ſoon as the carriage could be 
got ready; and I ſupported her weep- 

ing, but unable to ſpeak to her, When 
* = 
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ſhe was in my room, to which ſhe was 
conveyed, as ſoon as ] could get her to 
my father's, ſhe threw her arms round me, 
and ſaid, Now I can breathe better. — 
e They have killed him at laſt ; but no 
te matter, they cannot part us: we ſhall 
125 yet meet.“ 


: 1 had fone: "RP ſurgeon, who bled her, 
and ſhe was put to bed: ſhe talked a 
good deal, but wandered very much; to- 
wards the middle of the night ſhe grew 
more compoſed; that is, more rationally 
ſenſible of her loſs, which ſhe now deplored 
in ſuch moving accents as tore my heart- 
| firings to hear her. I knelt by her bed- 
| | fide, and could only unite my tears with 
hers, as my grief oppreſſed me too much 

for utterance; unable as I was to ſpeak a 
word of comfort to her. Indeed, the ut- 
moſt ſtretch of reaſon could not ſuggeſt 
any to the forlorn unhappy Elwina. She 
never cloſed her eyes the whole night, and 
by the morning diſcovered very ſtrong 
5 ſymptoms ö 
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ſymptoms of a high fever; yet not the 
leaſt delirium. After many painful efforts 
ſhe accompliſhed the reading of his laſt 
dying letter; and the agonies this taſk coſt 
her are not to be Ueteribed. If any one 
has been in the ſame deplorable ſituation, 
and has had ſtrength to ſurvive it, they, 
and they only, can form an idea of her im- 
Teens 1's ag 


In the morning her mother ſent to in- 
quire after her health: the meſſage was 
brought up ftairs; ſhe was greatly agi- | 
tated by it. I hope ſhe will not come 
c to ſee me yet,” ſhe ſaid. I aſſured her 
this houſe was her's, and ſhe ſhouldſee' no 
one whom ſhe wiſhed not to receive. She 
thanked me with the moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgments. You are now my only 
« friend,” faid the, my only comforter ! 
5 My bleſſed Alfred bade you comfort 
e me; and I know you would obey him 
« if you could; but, alas! you weep too 


c much to find words. And, oh! Maria, 
| (e 
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te in what words, or what language could 
« you ſpeak comfort to ſuch a wretch as 
* me? Yes, there are ſome words of 
« conſolation too; Come unto me all ye who 
« are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. 
In the tomb I ſhall be ſhortly laid, I 
10 ſhall have reſt - but on earth, never 
40 no never!“ 


At her requeſt I ſent for a th jr in 
the neighbourhood who was in the law. I 
begged her not to give way to reſentment . 
in the diſpoſal of her fortune. She aſſured 
me ſhe would not. Why ſhould I reſent 
Le their cruelty ?” ſhe ſaid; . by their means 

I. ſhall ſooner join my heart's treaſure. 
| 6 Oh ! how natural its to wiſh. to be where 
one's treaſure is laid up. I will not, how- 
« ever, | be dictated to in the diſpoſition of 
te my fortune. My family have enough; 
« too much perhaps, as it has made them 
46 proud of heart, as I once ſaid my be- 
cc loved Alfred was. None of them want 

F ki « what 
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et what I have a right to give to whom * 
. P 


She choſe to be alone with the lawyer, 
and ſhe converſed with him ſome time, till 
the perſons were wanted to witneſs her will. 
Her head was perfectly clear, Alas ſhe 
too n, felt her ſorrows, 


When Mr L. was gone, ſhe preſſed my 
hand, and told me ſhe had held her pen to 
fign her name for the laſt time: And oh 
ee my beſt, my now only remaining friend! 
ſhe ſaid, © may time ſoften the affliction 1 
© know you will feel at my departure, I 
de know what it is to have loſt the deareſt 
ce of all friends, but I ſhall ſoon be united 
« to him. Heaven takes compaſſion on 
ce my (dying as I hope I am, I will ſay) 
ce unmerited ſufferings, and it will reunite 
s me to my ſoul's beloved.” 


In the afternoon her mother came, and 
begged to ſee her. She calmly ſaid ſhe had 
F pf now. 
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now no o reſentment, and ſhould be glad to 
die in peace with her father and mother, — 
'Fhe interview was awful and affecting; "MF 
but how vain now all their kindneſs, and 

fond expreſſions] Had they been employed 
ſome months ſooner, my lovely friend 
might have ſtill been reckoned among the 
happy on. earth, Elwina ſpoke with ſo 
much compoſure, that her mother enter- 
tained hopes of her recovery, and ſur- 
mounting her grief. On her ſaying it 
mould be the future buſineſs of her life to 
make her as happy as poſſible, Elwina 
ook her head, and ſaid,—** Profeſſions. 
& are too late. They might once have 
& anſwered the purpoſe of deceiving me, 


e but now they loſe their effect.“ 


Her father came in the evening, and 
with a flood of tears bewailed his wretch- 

edneſs, in being one of the inſtruments of 
hurrying ſo lovely, and once ſo dutiful a 
child to the grave. She ſweetly ſtrove to 

reconcile him to o himſelf, and declared ho W 
i freely 
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freely ſhe forgave every one, and hoped for 
their forgiveneſs, 'and bleſſing likewiſe; 

but when urged. to ſee her brother, ſhe 

turned quickly to me. Maria, ſhe ſaid 

earneſtiy, * « did you not promiſe me I 
& ſhould ſee no one but ſuch as 1 choſe 

6 myſelf: 1 repeated what J had pro- 
miſed: T hen,” ſaid ſhe, <* if my life was to 
ce be extended to ages, I would never 
« more behold him.—1 forgive him; but 
« never, never ſhall my eyes view him 
© more... . 1 hope,” ſhe continued, a 
« very few days will-conclude a life that 
cc he has contributed to embitter, as well 
cc as ſhorten Let-me not be diſturbed 
cc by hearing his name mentioned.” 


I told her her mother conceived hopes 
of her recovery, becauſe ſhe had not talk- 
ed of her Alfred. Why ſhould I ſpeak 
« of him to thoſe who have not hearts 
ce to ſympathiſe with me? ſhe anſwered. 

« No, it would be profaning his name to 
46 mention it to thoſe who accelerated his 
| cc death. 
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cc death, But I forgive them; 1 am * * 
c did ſo likewiſe.” 1 | 


Her fever returned that night with 
greater violence than ever; and indeed her 

frame had been ſo ſhattered, for ſhe had 

not recovered her ſymptoms of a decline, 
that there was little chance of her ſurviv-_ 
| ing ſo ſevere a blow. Nature and youth 
flruggled a little; but they ſoon gave way; 
and, on the third day, my Elwina's 8 chaſte 
and lovely ſpirit Joited f her Alfred” 8. 5 


I found myſelf: her ſole heir. The pre- 
amble ro her will, though free from acrimo- 
ny, was ſteadily perſevering in alievating her 
property from her family, and ſhe gave her 
_ reaſons for ſuch a meaſure. At her requeſt, 

I buried her cloſe to the mother of her be- 

7 8 Alfred. And as the neighbourhood of 
H. - had now loſt i its only charm, and I 


#ll into an ill ſtate of health, my father 


8 
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complied with my deſire of paſſing ſome 
months. on the Continent. His declin- 


ing years and health prolonged my ftay 


near two years, and I paid my laſt duty 
there to my honoured parent, On my re- 


turn to England, I found Clodio had 


thrown out many ſarcaſms againſt me, 
which I weated with the filent contempt 


ſuch meanneſs deſerved. But when he 
dared to caſt baſe refleftions on the memo- 


ry of the beloved Elwina, my reſentment 


was rouſed. I reſolved the world ſhould 


judge of the reaſons which induced El- 
wina to withdraw herſelf from her family. 


I copied all the letters which had fallen into 


: my hands by the lamented deaths of theſe 


amiable lovers. I had partly agreed to 


publiſh them; but the fear of the world's 


treating them as only a common tale, de- 


terred me for ſome time but freſh inſult 


has called for freſh reſentment ; and, to re- 


fute the tongue of malice, theſe letters and 
memoirs are laid before the tribunal of the 
6 | public ; 


ſenſibility. 
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public; and they will ſerve to erect a mo- 
nument for two unfortunate lovers, in the 
hearts of all thoſe 1 are e with 
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